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Ie Epiſtle to the READER. 


K Conrteous Reader, 


F all the Excellent Offices which God Me 


| 
. 
/ 
| 


Father has conferr'd on 7e, Chriſt our 

" Lord, this of his being an Advarate with. 
him for us is not the leaſt, tho' (to the Shame of 
Saints it may be ſpoken) the bleſſed Benefits thereof 
have not with that Diligence and fervent Deſire been 
* enquir'd afcer as they ought, 
© Chriſt as Sacrifice, Prieſt and Kine, with the Mories 
in, and that flow from him as ful, has, God be tRank- 
cds, in this our Day, been much diſcover'd by our Seers, 
and as much rcjoyced in by thoſe who have believ'd 
their Words; but as he is an Advocate with the Father, 
an Advocate for us, I fear the Excellency of that doth 
ſtill roo much he hid; tho' Jam verily of Opinion, 
that the People of God in Age have as much need 
of the Knowledge thereof (if not more aced) than 
had their Brethren that are gone before them. 

* Theſe Words (if not more need) perhaps may ſeem 
to ſome to be ſomewhat out of joint, but let the Godly- 
e conſider the Deca.s that are among us, as to the. 


— 


5 Sa a 
WP wr of Godli v, and what abundance of foul Miſ- 


purges the Generality of Profeſſors now ſtand guil- 
ty of, (as alſo how diligent their great Enemy 25 to 
gaccuſe them at the Bar of God for em) and [ think 
they will conclude, that in ſo ſaying, indeed have 
Haid ſome Truth. Wherefore when ! thought on this, 
gad had ſomewhat conlider'd alſo the tranſcendent 
Excellency of the Advicateſhip of this our Lord; and 
ngain, that but little of the Glory thereof has by Wrt- 
ing been in our Day communicated to the Church, I 
enturd to write what I have ſeen thereof, and da by 
hat doth follow preſent it unto her for Good. 
I count not my ſelf ſufficient for this, or any other 
ruth, as it is in Yet; but yet I ſay, I have told you 
omewhat of it, according to the proportion of Faith. 
Wd 1 believe ſome will thank God for what I here 
| Wave ſaid about it, but it will be chicfly thoſe whoſe ._ 
A 3 R. ght 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Right and Title to the Kingdom of Heaven and \ 
ry doch ſeem to themſelves to be call'd in queſtion u, 
their Enemp, at the Bar of he Fudge of all. 

Thee, Ia, will read and be glad to hear that they 
have an Advocate at Court that will {land up to plead 
for them, and that will yet ſecure to them a Right to 
the Heavenly Kingdom. Wheretcre it is n.ore partt- MW 
culariy for thoſe that at preſent,or that hereafter may 
be in this dreadful plight, that this my Book is now Þ 
made publick ; becauſe it 15, as 1 have ſhew'd, for ſuch Þ 
that Jeſus Chriſt is Advocate avith the Father. 

Ot the many and ſingular Advantages therefore 
that ſuch have by this their Advocate, in his adveca- 
ting for them, this Book gives ſome account; as «where 
he pleads, how he pleads, «chat he pleads, when he 


pleads, . i whom he pleads, fur u hom he pleads, E 


and boch the Enemy is put to Shame and Silence be- 
tore their God and all to Holy AngeJs. 
Here is alſo ſhew'd to thoſe herein concern'd, how © 
they indecd may know that Jeſus is their Advocate ; | 
yea, and how their Matters go before their God, the 
Fudge; and particularly, that they ſhal! come oft 
wel! at laſt, yea, tho' their Cad ſe (as tis theirs) is 
ſuch, in Juſtification of which themſelves do not gare? 
to ſhew their Heads. = 
Nor have I left the dejeRed Souls without Directi 4 
ons how to entertain this Advocate to plead their? 
Cauſe : Yca, I have aifo ſhewn that he will be With F 
them named by him. Their Comfort alſo is, that he 
never loſt a Cauſe, nor a Sovi, for whom he under» 
took to be an Advocate with God. tþ 
But, Reader. Iwill no longer detain thee from thei 
peruſal of the Diſcourſe : Read and think, read aud 
compare what thou read'ti with che Word of God. N 
thou find'ſl any Benefit by what thou read'ſt, give the 
Father and his Son the Glory, and alſo pray for me 
If thou find'ſt me ſhort in this, or to exceed in that 
impute all ſuch things tomy weakvel,of which I am a 
ys full. Fare wel I am thine te ſerve thee what I ma) 
JOHN BUN YAN. 
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founded, and Chriſt applauded. 20 


Hou Chrift manages this: Office of an Advocate a- 
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1 4 
2 
#6 
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5 Il inc ſi. 38 5 

*The Elect beund to God by a ſevenfold Cord. - 
Ohriſt pleads bis own Intereſt in them. 
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1 John ii. 1. 

And if any Man ſin, we have an Advocate 


with the Father, Jeſs Chriſt the Righ- 


FCOMS, 


83 "Har the Apoſtle might obtain due Regard 


from thole to whom he wrote, touching 

the things about which he wrote, he tells 
them, That he receiv'd not his Meflage to them 
at ſecond or third hand, but was himſelf an Eye 
and Ear- witneſs thereof. T hat which was from 
the Beginning, which we have ſeen with our Eyes, 
which we have look'd upon, and our Hands have 
handled, of the Word of Life, (for the Life was 
manifeſt, and we have ſeen ir, and bear witneſs 
and thew unto you that Eternal Life which was 


with the Father, and was manitc{t unto us) thax 


which we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto 
you. Having thus told them of his Ground for 
what he ſaid, he proceeds to tell them alſo the 
Matter contain'd in his Errand, to wir, That he 
brought them News of Eterna! Life, as freely of- 
fer'd in the Word or the Goſpel to them, or rather 
that the Goſpel] which they had receiv'd would 
certain y uſher them in at the Gates of the Ring- 
dom of Heaven, were their reception of it ſincere 
and in truth: For, ſaith he, then He Blood of Feſis 
Chrift the Son of Ged cle enſerh you from al Fin, 
Havir.g thus far told them what was his Errang, 
he {ers upon an Explicaticn cf what he had ſaid, 


3 eſpe- 


Not, faith he, from a being of Sin: For ſhould we 


ve live, becauſe we are ſet free from the Law o 


cious Blood of Chriſt, Now left alſo by this laßt 


2x The Advocateſhip 


eſpecially touching our being cleans'd from all fin 


fay ſo, we ſhould deceive our ſelves, and ſhou'd$ 
prove that we have no Truth of God in us; buff 
by cleanſing, I mean a being deliver'd from alli 
Sin, ſo as that none at all ſhail have the de ninicel 
over you, to bring you down to Hell, for that for, 
the ſake of the Blood of Chriſt all Treſpaſſes are 
forgiven you. | 

This done, he exhorts them to ſhun or fly Sink 
and not to conſent to the moricns, enticings, or| 
alurements thereof, ſaying, I write unto you, that 
you fin not. Let not Forgiveneſs have ſo bad ang 
Effect upon you, as to cauſe you to be remiſs in 
Chriftian Duties, or to tempt ycu to give way rofl 
Evil. Shall we fin becauſe we are forgiven ? or! 
ſhall we not nuch matter what manner of addy 


i 
* 
+ 


Sin and Death? God forbid ; let Grace teach un 
another Leſſon, and lay other Obligations upon 
our Spirits. My little Children, ſaith he, theſe thing 
Iwrite unto you, that you ſin net. What things? whyy 
ridings of Pardon and Salvation, and of that near 
neſs to God, to which you are brought by the preÞ 


Exhortation he ſhould yer be miſunderſtood, hy 
adds, And if any man ſin, we have an Advecate wit! 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteon:. I lay, he ad 
deth this to prevent deſponding in thoſe weak ang 
ſenſible Chriſtians that are fo quick of feeling arg 
of diſcerning the Corrvprions of their Natures 
for theſe cry out continually, That there is no 
thing that they do, but it is attended with ſinfi 
weakneſs: Whercfire in the Words we at 
reſented With two great 1 righs. od 
Th 


' 
1 


W urn 


of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 


all fin Firſt, with a Suppoſition that Men in Chriſt, 
d wel while in this World, may fin. If any man in; 
ſhou!'d any man, none are excluded; for all, or any one 
; buißf of the all of them that Chriſt hath redeem'd and 
m all forgiven, are incident to Sin. By may I mean not 
ninicn® a Toleration, but a Poſſibility; for tbere 75-not & 
hat for man, not a juſt man upon the earth, that doe th good 
ſes arty. and ſinneth not, Eccleſ. 7. 20. 1 Kin. 8. 46. 

> Hecondly, The other thing with which we are 


1y Sing preſented is, an Advecate ; If any man ſin, we have 
gs, orgs an Advocate with the Father, F:ſus Chriſt the righ= 
u, that Feour, 

bad an® Now there lieth in theſe two truths two things 
niſs in to be enquir'd into, as, 


I. What the Apoſtle ſhon!d here mean by Sin. 
en? of! 2. And alſo what he here doth mean by an 
Live Advocate; If any man fin, we have an Advocate. © 
Law offs There is Ground to enquire after the firſt of 
each us theſe, becauſe tho' here he ſaith, they that fin 
5 upon have an Advocate, yet in the very next Chapter 
e thin: he ſaith, ſuch are of the Devil, have not ſeen 
s? hy God, neither know him, nor are of him. | 
ur near There is Ground alſo to enquire after the ſe- 
the prey cond, becauſe an Advocate is ſuppos'd in the Text 
this lally to be of uſe to them chat fin, If any man ſin, we 
o0d, bY have an Advocate. 
ate wit 1. Fer the firſt of theſe, ro wit, what the Apo- 
, he adi ſtle ſhould here mean by Sin, IF any man fin, 
eak ang I anſwer, Since there is a diffcrence in the Per- 
ling arg ſons, there muſt be a difference in the Sin. That 
arures there is a difference in rhe Perſons, is thew'd be- 
e is no fore; one is cali'd a Child of God, the other is 
th GnfuWſaid to be of the wicked One. Their Sins differ 
we a(Fa'lo in their degree ar leaſt, for no Child of Gock 
fins to chat degree as to make himſe!f uncapable 
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of Forgiveneſs ; for he that is born of God keepeth 
himſelf, and that wicked one toucheth him not,Chap. 
5. 17, 18. Hence the Apoſtle ſays, there is a jin | 
unto Death, Mat. 12. 32. Which is the Sin from 
which he thatis born of God 1s kept. : 

1 he Sins therefore are thus diſtinguiſh'd : The 
Sins of the People of God are ſaid to be Sins that 
Men commit, the others are counted thoſe which 
ate the Sins of Devils. 

Firſt, The Sins of God's People are ſaid to be 
Sins which Men commit, and for which they“ 
bave an Advocate, tho' they who ſin after the © 
example of the wicked one have none. 4 

Hhen a Manor a Woman, ſaith Moſes, ſhall 17 
commit a Sin which Men commit, they ſhall confeſs * 
their fin, and an atonement ſhall be made for them, 
Numb. 5. 5, 6, 7. Mark, it is when they commit 
a Sin which Men commit. Or as Hoſea has it, 
when they tranſpreſs the Commandment li le Adam, 5 
Hof. 6. 7. Now theſe are the Sins under conſide- 
ration by the Apcſtle, and ro deliver us from 
which we have an advocate with the Father. Bu: 
for the Sins mention'd in the third Chapter, ſince 


F " 5 


rater, they alſo muſt be of another ſtamp, to wit, 
a making head againſt the Perſon, Merits and 
Grace of Teſus Chriſt: theſe are the Sins of De- 
„ils in the World ; and for theſe there is no re- 
miliion : Theſe they allo that are of the wicked 
one. commit, and therefore tin after the ſimili- 
"ade of Satan, and lo fall inro the Condemnariou 
(t the Devil. | 

zalꝰ, Bur what is it for Jeſus to be an Advocati 
Ur theſe 2 If any man fin, we have an Advocate, 

An Advocate is one Wiz pleadeth for another al 
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voc at: 

cate, 

other al 
all 


of Teſus Chriſt. 5 
any Bar, or before any Conrr of Judicature, bur 
of this more in its place. So then we have in the 
Text a Chriſtian, as ſuppoſed, committing Sin, 


plead for him: If any man ſin, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, And this leads me firſt to 
enquire into what by theſe words the Apoſtle muſt 
of neceflity preſuppoſe. For making ule here of 
the Similitude or Office of an Advccate, thereby 
ro ſhew the Preſervation of a ſinning Chriſtian, 
He muſt, 

1. Suppoſe that God, as Fudge, is now upon the 
Throne of his Fudgment ; for an Advocate is to 
plead ata Bar, before a Court of Judicarure, 'I hus 
it is among Men; and foraſmuch as our Lord je- 
fus is ſaid to be an Advocate with the Father, it is 
clear, that there is a Throne of Judgment alſo: 
This the Prophet Micah affirms, ſaying, 1 /aw the 
Lord ſitting upon a Throne, and all the Hoft of Hea- 
ven ſtanding by him on the right hand, and on the 
left, I Kin. 22. 19, 20. Sitting upon a Throne for 
Judgment, for from the Lord, as then fitting upon 
that Throne, proceeded the Sentence againſt King 
Ahab, That he ſhould go and fall at Ramah-gilead. 
And he did go, and did fall there, as the award, 
or fruit of that Judgment. That's the firſt. 

z. The Text allo ſuppoſeth that the Saints as 
well as Sinners are concern'd at that Bar, for the 
Apoſtle ſaith plainly, that there we have an Advo- 
cate. And the Saints are concern'd at that Bar, be- 
cauſe they trauſgreſs as well as others, and becauſe 
the Law is againſt the Sin of Saints, as well as a- 
gainſt the Sins of other Men. If the Saints were 
not capable of committing Sin, what need would 
they have of an Advocate? 1 Chr. 21. 3, 4, 5, 6. 


B 3 I Sam, 
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i Sam. 12. 13, 14. Yea, tho' they did ſin, yet if. 
they were by Chriſt ſo ſer free from the Law, as . 
that it could by no means take cognizance of their 
lins, What need would they have of an Advocate? 9 
none at all. If there be twenty places where there F 
are Aſlizes kept in this Land, yer if I have offen- 
ded no Law, what need have Jof an Advocate? 
Ipecially if the judge be jult, and knows me a!- « 
together, as the God of Heaven does, But here's 
« 0 that's juſt, and here's an Advocate alſo, an l 
Advecate for the Children, an A.{vecate to picad, |: 
(tor an Advocate, as ſuch, is not of uſe, but before 
a Bar to plead) therefore here is an OFerice, and F 
jo a Law broken by the Saints as well as others. | 
hat's the ſecond thing. 
3. As the Text ſuppdſeth that there is a Judge, 
and Crimes of Saints, ſo it ſuppoſeth that there is 1 
an Accuſer; one that will carefully gather up the 
Faults of good Men, aud that will plead them at 
this Bar againſt them, Herice we rcad of the Ac- | 
cuſer of the Brethren, that accuſeth them before Go 
day and night, Rev. 12. 10, 11, 12. for Satandoth 
not only tempt the godly man tofin ; but, having 
Frevail'd with him, and made him guilty, packs 
«Way tothe Court, to God the Judge of all, and 
there addrefles himſelf ro accuſe that man, and to 
lay ro his charge the heinouſneſs of his offence, 71 
picading againſt him the Law that he has broken, 
the light againſt which he did it, and the like. But 
zow, for the relief and ſupport of ſuch poor Peo- 
ple, the Apoſtle by the Texc preſents them with 
an Advocate; that is, with ore to plead for 'em, 
While Satan pleads againſt 'em ; with one thar 
pleads for Pardon, while Satan by accuſing ſeeks 
ro pull Judgment and Vengeance upon our heads, 


If 
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yet if Fan; man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father 
, as BJ Chriſt the rizhteons. Jhat's the third thing, | 
their Y 4. As the Apcitle ſuppoſeth a Judge, Crimes, 
cate? and an Acculer, ſo he allo ſuppoteth, that thoſe 
there i herein concern'd, to wit, the ſiining Child! en,nei- 
offen- her can nor dare attempt to appear at this Bar 
cate ? emſelves, to ple ad their own Cauſe before this Fudge 


ne al- 0 and againſt this accuſer : for if they could or durſt 
here's <0 this, What need they have an advecate ? for 
| > an Advocate is of uſe to them whoſe caule them- 


lo, 5 | 

Har ® ſelves neither can nor dare appear to p'cad. Thus 
lead, mer | 

efore Job pray d for an Advocate to plead his Cauſe 


Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, O 39d, for 

in thy ſizht (hall no man living be juſtified, Pl. 143 
1, 2. 3. Wherefore 'tis evident that Saints neither 
can, nor dare venture to plead their cauſe, Alas, 
p the the Judge is the Almighty and Eternal God; the 
emar Law broken is the holy and perfect Rule of God, 
e Ac. in it ſelf a conſuming Fire; rhe Sin is ſo odious, 
Ge aud a thing ſo abcminable, that 'tis enough to 
doth make all rhe Angels bluſh ro hear it bur ſo much 
ing as once mention'd in ſo holy a place as that is, 
jacks Where this great God doth fit ro judge. This Sin 


and N with God, Job 16. 20, 21. and David cries out, 
thers. 


udge, 
ere is 


and now bangs about the neck of him that hath com- 
Ry mitted it, yea, it covercth him as doth a mantle, 
ence, the Adverſary is bold, cunning, and audacious, 


ken, and can word a thouſand of us into an utter ſi- 
Bur lence is leſs than half a quarter of an hour. What 
beo- then ſhould the Sinuer (if he could come there) do 
with at ſchis Bar to plead 2 Nothing, nothing for his 
em, on advantage. Bur now comes in his Mgrey, he 
9 has an A:lvocate to plead his Caule, If auyingen/in, 
weks we Pave an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt 
ads, the r ght eons. That's the fourth thing: But again, 
B 4 5. The 
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5. The Apoſtle alſo ſuppoſeth by the Text, that 
there is an aptneſs in Chriſtians, when they have ſin- Þ 
ed, to forget that they have an Advocate with the . 
Father ; wherefore this is written to put them in“ 
remembrance, If any man ſin, let him remember, q 
we hade an Advocate, We can think of all other © 
things well enough, namely, that God is a juſt E 
Judge, that the Law is perfectly holy, that my fin E 
1s at horrible and abominable thing, and tharT 
am certainly thereofaccus'd before God by Satan. & 

Theſe things, 1 ſay, we readily think of, and 
forget them not. Our Conſcience puts us in mind 
of rheſe, our Guilt puts us in mind of theſe, the“ 
Devil puts us in mind of theſe, and our Reaſon | 
and Senſe holds the knowledge and remembrance ' 
of theſe cloſe to us; all that we forget is, that we 
have an Advocate; an Advocate with the Father; 
that is, one that is appointed to take in hand in 
open Court, before all the Angels of Heaven, my 
Cauſe, and to plead it by ſuch Law and Argu- 
ments as will certainly fetch me off, tho'I am &% 
C:oarh'd with filthy Garments; bur this, 1 ſay, 
we are apt to forget, as Feb, when he ſaid, 0 
that one might plead for a man with God as one 
pleac.s for hy Neighbour, Job 16. 21. Such a one 
Fob had, bur he had aimoſt ar this time forgot ir, 
as he ſeems to intimate allo, where he wiſheth for 
a Dayſman that mig ht lay his Hand upon them bath, | ; 
Chap. 9. 33. Bur our Mercy is, we have one to 
plead our Cauſe, an Advocate with the Father, e- 
firs Chriſt the righteous, who will not ſuffer our 
Soul to be ſpilt and ſpoil'd before rhe Throne, 
but will ſurely plead our Cauſe. 

6. Another thing that the Apoſtle would have 
us learn from the words 1s this, That to remem- 
ber 


©, 


* 


— 


t, that 
ve /in- 
th the 
em in 
nber, 
other 
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that T 


datan. 


guilt do return upon us; 
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ber, and to believe that Jeſin Chriſt is an Advocate 
for us when we have ſinned, is the next way to ſup- 
port and ſtrengthen our Faith and Hope, Faith and 
Hope are very apt to faint when our Sins in their 


9 
' 
a 


£ 


mind 
>. the 5 
eaſon * 
rance 
at we 


1s one 
A One 
ot it, 
ch for 
| bath, 
nme do 


r, Je- 


r our 


nor is there any more 
proper way to relieve our Souls, than to under- 


ſtand that the Son of God is our Advocate in 


Heaven. True, Chriſt died for our Sins as a Sa- 
crifice, and as a Prieſt he ſprinkleth with his B:ocd 


2nd * the Mercy-ſcar 3 AY, but here is one that has fin- 
7 + 


ned grievouſly, ſo grievouſly that his fins are come 
up before God, yea, are at his Bar pleaded againſt 
him by the Accuſer of che Brethren, by the Ene- 
my of the Godly : Whar hall he do now? Why 
let him believe in Chriſt. Believe, that's true; 
ut how now muſt he conceive in his Mind of 


; Chriſt, for the encouraging him ſo ta do? Why, 


let him call ro mind that 


* 
* e * * 


wy fy Þ 


one, | 


have 
men- 
ber 


. 
a *# 
* 
b 


jeſus Chriſt is an Advs- 
cute with the Father, and as ſuch he meeteth the 
Accuſer at the Bar of God, pleads for this Man 
that has ſinned againſt this Accuſer, and prevati- 
eth for ever againſt him. Here now, tho' Satan 
be turn'd Lawyer, tho' he accuſeth, yea, thi? bis 
Charge againſt us is true, (for ſuppoſe that we 


? 


have ſinned) tet our Advocate is with the Father, 


Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 


Thus is Fauh encourag'd, thus is Hope ſtrenge; 
then'd, thus 1s the Spirit of the {inking Oheiltiag 


* 


reviv'd, and made to wait for a good de! werthee? 


from a bad Cauſe and a cunning Adverſary, eſpe- 
cially if you cenſider, 

7. That the Apoſtle doth allo further ſfippgfe 
y rhe Text, that Jeu Crit, as | 


* x? { } ! 3 
will but plead eur Caufe, 


» A ! . * 
9 10:0 to bring 


4:7 0 Cute, 11 He 
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Jeat, to our ey, and the confounding of our Adver-V ' 
ſary: For when he ſaith, we have an Advocate, he 
ipeaks nothing if he means not thus; but he doth \ 
mean thus, he muſt mean thus, becauſe he feck-® 
eth here to comfort and ſupport the Fallen; H 
any man ſinned? we have an Advocate, But what, 
of that, if yet he be unable to fetch us off when 
charg'd for Sin at the Bar, and before the Face 
of a righteous Judge ? 

Bur he is able to do this, the Apoſtle lays ſo, % 
in that he ſuppoſes a Man has tinned, as any man! 
among the Godly ever did; for ſo we may un- 
Jeritand ir, and if he piv ech us not leave to ur. 
derſtand ir ſo, he ſaith nothing to the purpole 
neither; for- twill be objected by ſome, Bur can 
he fetch me off, tho' | have done as Dowd, as So- 
lomon, as Peter, or the like? It muſt be anſwer'd, 
Tes ; the openneſs of the term | any may | the in- 
detinireneſs of the word LS dorh naturally al 
low us to take him in the largeſt ſenſe; behde hel 
brings in this Saying as the chief, mot apt, and. 
acreſt to relieve one cruſlit downto Death and Hel!F 
by the guilt of Sin and a wounded Conicience, 

Further, in regs s by theſe words the Apoſtles 
leems to triumph in his Chriſt, 1a Ying, My Pre- 
uren, I won'd have you itudy to be hoh; bur 1 i 
y Gur Adverſary the Devil ſheuld ger the ad\ an- 
tags of you, and belmear Jou v ith che fi th off 
Sin, you haic yet, beſides ail hat you have he 270 
alrcady, an Aduccate with the Face er, F eſis Ci 
the righteows ; Who is, as to lis Ferſon, in 11 rerclif 4 
with God's Willem and Vorth, able 10 bring 
you off to the comfort of your Souls. ; 

Let me the re fore for a Conciulion, aS LO th1s, | 
zue ycu an Exhortation to be:icyc, to Lope and 
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expect, that tho you have ſinned (for now I ſpeak 


to the fallen Saint) that Jeſus Chriſt will make a 
good end with thee ; truſt, I ſay, in him, and he 
ſhall bring it to pals. I know I pur thee upon a 
hard and difficult task, for believing and expect- 
ing good, When my guilty Conſcience doth no- 
thing but clog, burden, and terriſie me with the 
Juſtice of God, the greatneis of my Sins, and that 
burning Torments is hard and wearing Work: 
But ir muſt be, the Text calls for it, thy Cafe calls 
for it, and thou mult do it if thou wouldſt glori- 
fie Chrift ; and this is the way to haſten the Iſſue 
of thy Cauſe in haud, for believing daunts the De- 
vil, pleaſech Chriſt, and will help thee before- 
hand to ſing that Song of the Church, ſay ing, 0 
Lord, thou haſt pleaded the Cauſes of my Scul, thou 
haſt redeem'd my Life, Lam. 3. 55, 56, 57, 58, 59. 
Yea, believe, and hear thy pleadu.g Lord ſay to 
thee, Thus ſaith the Lord, the Lord and thy God,. 
that pleadeth the Cauſe of bis Pesple, Behold, I have 
tihen out of thy Hand the Cup of trembling,even the 
drers of the cup of my Fury, thou ſhalt ne more drank 
it azain, Ta. 51.20, 21, 22. Iam nor here diſ- 
courſing of the ſweerneſs of Chriſt's Nature, but 
of the excellency of his Offices, and of his Office 
of Advocatelhip in particular, which as a Lawyer 
for his Client, he is to execute in the preſence of 
od for us. Love may be where there is no Of- 
tice, and fo where no Power 1s to do us 250d ;* 
but now, when Love and Ofkce hall meet, they 
will ſurely both combine in Chriſt to do the fal- 
len Chriſtian ged. But of his Love we nave trea- 
ted elſewhere, we will here diſcourſe of the Office 
of this Loving One: And for thy further Infor- 
mation let me tell thee, That God thy Father 
coun- 
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counteth that thou wilt be, when compar'd wirti 
his Law, bur a poor one all thy days; yea, the A- 


poſtle tells thee ſo, in that he faith, there is an 
Advocate provided for thee. When a Father pro- 


vides Crutches for his Child, he doth as good as F 


ſay, I count that my Child will be yet infirm ; 
and when God ſhall provide an Ad vocate, he doth 
as good as ſay, My People are ſubject ro Infirmi- 
ties: Do not therefore think of thy ſelf above 
What by plain Texts and fair Inferences drawn 
from Chriſt's Offices thou art bound to think: 
What doth it beſpeak concerning thee, That 
Chriſt is always a Prieſt in Heaven, and there ever 
lives to make Interceſſion for thee, Heb. 7. 24. but 
this, that thou art at the beſt in thy ſelf, yea, and 


in thy beſt cxerciſing of all thy Graces too, but a 


poor, piriful, ſorry, finful Man; a Man that would 


(when yer moſt holy) be certainly caſt away, did 
not thy High-pricſt rake away for thee the Ini- 
quity cf thy holy things. The Age we live in is 
„ wenton Age, the Godly are not ſo huinble and 
o, and bale in their own Eyes as they thould, 
tho? their daily Experience calls for it, and the 
Pricihocd of Jeſus Chriſt 1co. 

Bur above all, the Advecateſhip ef Jeſus Chriſt 
+ eclarcs us to be ſorry Creatures, for that Office 
dos as it were predict, that ſome time or other 
we ſhall baſely fall, and by falling be undone, if 
the Lord jeſus ſtand not up to plead, And as it 
fiews this concerning us, 0 it thews concerning 


| ll (.d, that he will nor lichtly or calily loſe his Peo- 


1 e: Be has provided well for us, Blood to waſh 
us in, a Prieſt to pray for us, that we may be 


o ade to perſevere; aud in caſe we fouily fall, an 
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with: from under, and out of all the danger that by Sin 
he A- and Satan we at any time may be brought into. 
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Bur having thus briefly paſs'd thro' that in the 
Text which I think the Apoſtle muſt neceſſarily 
reſuppole, I ſhall now endeayour to enter into 
the Bowels of it, and ſee what in a more particu. 
lar manner ſhall be found therein. And for my 
more profitable doing of this Work, I ſhall chuſe 
to oblerve this Method in my Diſcourſe: 

Firſt, I ſhall ſhew you more particularly of this 
Ad vocate's Office, or what and wherein Chriſt's 
Office as Advocate doth lie. 

Secondly,” After that, I ſhall alſo ſhew you how 
Jeſus Chriſt doth manage this Office of an Ad- 
vocate. | 

Thirdly, I fhall alſo then ſhew you who they 
are that have Jeſus Chriſt for their Ad vocate. 

Fourthly, I ſhall alſo ſhew you what excellent 
Privileges they have, who have Jeſus Chriſt for 
their Advocate. oa 

Fifthly, and to filence Cavillers, I ſtall alſo 
ſew the neeoirty of this Office of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Sixthly, I ſhall come ro anſwer tome Objecti- 
ons; and laſtly, ro the Uſe and Application. 


To begin with the firſt of theſe, namely, ro 


ſhew you more particularly of Chriſt's Office as 


an Advccare, and wherein it lieth ; the which 
] ſhall do theſe three ways. 
1. Touch again upon the Nature of this Qffice; 

and then, * 

2. Treat of the Order and Place that it hath 
among the reſt of his OHces. And, 

3. Ircarof the Occation of the Execution of 
this OEce, 


l Firſtz 


(2) 
Ma 
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Firſt, To touch upon the Nature of this Of- 
fice. Tis that which impowereth a Man to 
plead for a Man, or ene Man to plead for another, 
not in common Diſcourſes, and upon common 
Occaſions, as any Man may do, but ar a Bar, or 


before a Court of Judicature,where a Man is ac- | 


"> 
* iP 
# 


. 


F 


cus'd or impeach'd by his Enemy: I fay, this Ad- 


vocate's Office is ſuch, both here and in the King- 
dom of Heaven. An Advocate is as one of our 
Attorneys, at leaſt in the general, who pleads ac- 
eording to Law and Juſtice for one or other that 
is in Trouble by reaſon of ſome Miſcarriage, or 
of the naughty Temper of ſome that are about 
him, who trouble, and vex, and labour to bring 
him in danger vf the Law. This is the nature 


of this Office, as I ſaid, on Earth; and this is the 


Office that Chriſt executes in Heaven, Where— 
fore he faith, If any man ſin, we have an Aluꝛcate, 


one to {tanid up for him, and to plead for his De- 
liverance before the Bar of God, Foe! 3. 2. /. 
66. 16. Ezel. 39. 22. Fer. 2. 


For tho' in ſome places of Scripture Chriſt is 


ſaid ro plead for hi with Men, and that by terri- 


ble Arguments, as by Fire, and Sword, and Fa— 


mine, and peitilence, yer this is intended by 


this Text; for the Apoſtle here faith, he is an Ad- 
vscate with the Father, or before the Father, to 
plead for thoſe thar there (ur that to the Father s 
Face) ſhall be accuſed for their Tranſgreiſions: If 


— 


any min fin, we have au Advocate with the Father, | 


Jeſus Chriſt the righteznrs, So then this is the Im- 


loy of Jeſus Chriſt, as he is for us an Advocate. 


le has undertaken ta ſtand up for his People at 
God's Bar, and before that great Court there to 
plead by the Law and Juſtice of Heaven, for 
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their Deliverance, when for their Faults they 
are accus'd, indicted, or impeach'd by their Ad- 
verlary. 

2. And now to treat of the Order or Place 
that this Office of Chriſt hath among the reſt of 
his Offices, which he doth execute for us while 
we arc here in a ſtate of Imperfection: And I 
think it is an Office that is to come behind, as a 
Reſerve, or for an Help at laſt, when all other 
Means thall ſeem to fail. Men do nor ule to go 
to Law upon every Occaſion ; or if they do, the 
Wiſdom of the Judge, rhe Jury, and the Court 
will not admit thar every Brangle and fooliſh 
Quarrel ſhall come before them, but an Advo- 
cate doth then come into Place, and then to the 
exerciſe of his Ofice, when a Cauſe is counted 
worthy ro be .aken notice of by the Judge, and 
by the Court. Wherefore he, I ſay, comes in the 
laſt p'ace, as a Relerve or Help at laſt ro plead 57 
and by pleading to fer that right by Law which 
would otherwile have cauſed an Inlet to more 
Doubrs and further Dangers. 

Chriſt as Prieſt, doth always Works of Service 
for us, becaule in our moſt ſpiritual things there 
may Faults and Spars be found, and theſe he ta- 
keth away of courſe by the Exerciſe of that Of- 
fice ; for he always wears that Plate of Gold ups 
on his Forchead before the Father whereon 18 
written, Holineß to the Lord. But now, beſides 
theſe common Iufirmities, there are Faults that 
are highly g and fou!, that oft are found i the 
Skirts of the Children of God: Now theſß ge 
they that Satan takes hold on, theſe are theß that 
Satan draws vp a Charge agaiiſt us for; and to 
{ave us from thcle it is that the Lord Jeſus 1 
| made 


g 16 The Ad vocateſbip 


made an Advocate. When Foſhua was cloath'd 
with filthy Garments, Satan ſtood at his right 
Hand to reſiſt him; then the Angel of the Co- 
venant, the Lord Jeſus, pleaded for his help, Jec.3. 
By all which ir appears, that this Office comes 
behind, is provided as a Reſerve, that we may 
have help ar a pinch, and then be lifred our, when 
we fink in mire, where there is no ſtanding. 

This is yer further hinted at by the ſeveral 
Poſtures that Chriſt is faid to be in, as he exerci- 
ſeth his Prieſtly and Advocare's Office. As a Prieſt 
he ſits, as an Advocate he ſtands, Iſa. 3. 13. The 
Lord ſtands up when be pleads. His fitting is more 
conſtanr, and of courſe ; (Sit thou, &c.) but his 
ſtanding is occaſional, when Foſhua is indicted ; 
or when Hell and Earth is broken looſe againſt 
his Servant Stephen.“ For as Foſhua was accuſed 
by the Devil, and as then the Angel of the Lord 
ſtood by, ſo when Stephen was accuſed by Men 
on Earth, and that Charge ſeconded by the fallen 
Angels before the Face of God, 'tis ſaid the Lord 
Jeſus ſtood on the Right Hand of God, 4&5 7. 55. 
ro wit, to plead, for ſo I rake it, becauſe ſtanding 
ie his Poſture as an Advocate, Heb. 10. Not as a 
Prieſt, for as a Pri-ft he muſt fir down, bur he 
ſtandeth as an Advocate, as has been ſhew'd afore. 
Wherefore, 

z2condly, The Occaſion of his exerciſing of 
this Ofhce of Alvscate, is, as has been hinted al- 


ready, when a Chiid of God ſhall ce found guil— 
ry before God of ſome heinous Sin, of fome grie— 
vous thing in his Lite and Converfarion. For as 
for thaſe Infirmarics that attend the beſt in their 
W moſt ſpiritnal Sacriſices, if a Child of God were 
guiity of ten thoufand of 'em, they are of court? 


* 
' 
* 


pu ro'd 


— 
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purg'd, through the much Incenſe that is always 


mix'd with thoſe Sacrifices in the Golden Cenſer 


p , wo" — N KTP 
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that is in the Hand of Chriſt ; and ſo he is kept 


clean, and counted upright, notwithſtanding thoſe 


Infirmities: And therefore you ſhall find, that 
notwithſtanding thoſe common Faults, the Chil- 
dren of God are counted good and upright in Con- 
verſation, and not charg'd as Offenders, David, 
faith the Text, did that which w. 1i2ht in the eyes 
cf the Lord, and turned not aſide from any thing that 
he commanded him, all the day: of hu Life, ſave only 


iu the matter of Uriah the Hittite, 1 Kin. 15. 5. 


But was David in a ſtrict ſenſe without fault in 


all things elſe? No verily : But that was foul 


in a higher degree than the reſt, and therefore 
there God ſets a blot; ay, and doubtleſs, for that 
he was accus'd by Satan before the Throne of 


God; for here is Adultery, and Murder, and Hy- 


pocriſie in David's doings ; here 18 notorions mat- 


ter, a great Sin, and ſo a great Ground for Satan 


to draw up an Indictment againſt the King, and 
a thundering one to be ſure ſha!] be preferr'd a- 
gainſt him, This is the time then for Chriſt ro 
ſtand up to plead ; for now there 1s room for 
ſuch a Queſtion, Can David's Sin ſtand with 
Grace? Or, is it poſſible that a Man that has done 
as he has, ſhould yet be found a Saint, and ſo in 


a ſaved ſtate? Or, can God repute him fo, and 


yet be Holy and Juſt? Or, can the Merits of the 


Lord Feſus reach, according to the Law of Hea- 


ven, a Man in this condition? Here is a caſe du- 
bious, here's a Man whoſe Salvation, by his foul 
Offences, is made doubtful ; now we muſt to 


Law and judgment, wherefore now let Chriſt 


ſtand up to plead, I ſay, now was David's Cafe 


du- 


„ 
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dubious, (P/al.51.) he was afraid that God would 
caſt him away, and the Devil hoped he would, 
and to that end charg'd him before God's Face, if 
perhaps he might ger Sentence of Damnation to 


paſs upon his Soul: But this was David's Mercy, 
he had an Advocate to plead his Cauſe, by whoſe | 


Wiſdom and Skill in matters of Law and Judg- 
ment, he was brought off thoſe heavy Charges, 
from thoſe groſs Sins, and deliver'd from that 
Eternal Condemnation that by the Law of Sin 
and Death was due thereto, 

This is then the occafion that Chriſt taketh to 


plead, as Advocate, for the Salvation of his Peo- & 


+ 


* 
* 
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ple, to wit, the Cauſe; he pleadeth the Cauſe of 
his People. Not every Cauſe, bur ſuch and ſuch a f 


Cauſe ; the Cauſe that is very bad, and by the 
which they are involv'd not only in Guilt and 
Shame, bur alſo in danger of Death and Hell, } 
ſay, the Cauſe is bad, if the Text be true, if Sin 
can make it bad, yea, if Sin it ſelf be bad. If any 
Man ſin, we have an Advocate: An Advocate to 
plead for him; for him as confider'd 2u/ry, and 
ſo conſequently as conſider'd in a bad condition. 


-?Tis true, we muſt diſtinguiſh between the Perſon © 


and the Sin; and Chriſt pleads for the Perſon, 


— "= 


1 . n als = Sr 


not the Sin; but yet he cannot be cuncern'd | 


with the Peron, but he muſt be with the Sin, for 


tho' rhe Perſon and the Sin may be diſtinguiſh'd, 


yer they cannot be ſeparated. He mult plead then 


not for a Perſon only, but for a guilty Perſon, for a 
Perſon under the worſt of Circumſtances : any 


Man ſin, we have an Advocate for him, as fo con- 
fider'd. 
When a Man's Cauſe is good, it will ſufficient- 


cſpe- 


ly plead for it ſelf, yea, and for its Maſter too; a 
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vould especially when it is made appear ſo to be before 
'ould, WM. uſt and righteous judge. Here therefore needs 
ace, if Mio Advocate, the Judge himſelf will pronounce 
on to him rig htcous. "This is evidently ſeen in Fob, Thou 
lercy, Emoveſ? me againſt im (this {aid God to Satan) r 
whole * deſtroy him without a cauſe, Job 2. 3. Thus far 
Judg- © 70's Caule was goed, wherefore he did not need 
ages, Þ an Advocate, his Cauſe pleaded for it ſelf and for 
| that its Owner a'fo ; but if it was to plead good Cau- 
f Sin 2 for which Chriſt is appointed Advocate, then 
i the Apoſtle ſhon!d have written thus: If any Man 
-th to le rig hteous, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Peo- & Indeed I never heard bur one in ail my Life preach 
ile of * from this Text, and he, when he came to handle 
uch a © the Cauſe fer which he was to plead, pretended 
the it muſt be good, and therefore ſaid to the People, 
and See that your Cauſe be goed, elſe Chriſt will not un- 
. I gdertale it. But when I heard it, Lord, thought I, 
f Sin if this be true, what ſhall I do, and what will be- 
Fam come of all this People, yea, and of ths Preacher 
et to? Beſides, I ſaw that by the Text the Apoſtle 
and . ſuppoſeth another Cauſe, a Cauſe bad, exceeding 
tion. |} bad, if Sin can make it ſo. (And this was one 
erſon cauſe why I undertook this Work.) 3 
ſon, 1 When we ſpeak of a Cauſe, we ſpeak not of a 
ern d Perſon ſimply as fo confider'd ; for, as I ſaid be- 
„, for * fore, Per ſon and Cauſe muſt be diſtinguiſh'd; nor 
id, can the Perſon make the Cauſe good, bur as he re- 
then gulates his Actions by the Word of God. If then 
for a a good, a righteous Man doth what the Law con- 
f any i demns, that thing is bad; and if he be indicted 
con- for ſo doing, he is indicted for a bad Cauſe, and 
he that will be his Advocate mult be concern'd 
ient- in and about a bad Matter, and how ke'll bring 
"op his Client off, therein doch lie the Myſtery. 
eſpe- 8 
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I know that a bad Man may have a good Can/#h 
depending before the Judge, and ſo alſo good Men 
have, Fob 31. but then they are bold in their own 
Caule, and fear not to make mention of ir, and 
in Chriſt to plead their Innocency before the God 
of Heaven, as well as before Men, P/al. 7 1. 3, 4, 5 
2 Cor. 1. 23. Gal. 1. 20. Phil, 1. g. But we es 


in the Text a Cauſe that all Men are afraid of, 


a Cauſe that the Apoſtle concludes fo bad, that} 


and 
Sar: 
bou 
pro 
din, 
to: 


his 


{ce] 
he 


none but ſeſus Chriſt himſelf can ſave a Chriſtian 7 


from ir. It is not only ſinful, but Sin it ſelf. If any 
Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Wherefore there is in this place handled by the“ 
Apoſtle one of che greateſt Myſteries under Hea- 
ven, to wit, That an innocent and holy Jeſus 
ſhould take in hand to plead for one before a juſt 
and righreous God, that has defil'd himſelf with 
Sin; yea, that he ſhould take in hand to vlead for : 
ſuch a one againſt the fallen Angels, and that he 
ſhould alſo by his Plea-effectually reſcue, and 


bring them off from the Crimes and Curſe where- 
* 
be Pry 'd into by all rhe Godly, both becauſe muc/ 


LW! 
of the Wiſdom of 'Heaven-is-diſcover'd in it, and 


of they were verily guilry, by the Verdict of the 
Law and Approbation of the Judge. 


This, I ſay, is a great Myſtery, and deſerves to 


becauſe the beſt Saint is, or may be concernd 
with ir. Nor mnft we by any means ler this Truth © 


be loft, becauſe it is the Truth, the Text has de- 
clar d it ſo; and to ſay other wiſe is to belye the 


Word of God, ro thwart the Apoſtle, to ſocth up 
Hypocrites, to rob Chriſtians of their Privilege, 
aud to rake the Glory from the Head of Jelus 
Chriſt, Luke 18. 11, 12. 

The beſt Saints are moſt ſenſible of their Sins, 


and 


he 
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and moſt apt to make Mountains of their Mole hi li. 
Satan alſo, as has been already hinted, doth la- 
bour greatly to prevail with them to ſin, and to 
provoke their God againſt them, 70 2. 9. by plea- 
ding what is true, or by ſurmiſing evilly of 'em, 
to the end they may be accus'd by him. Great is 
his Malice towards them, great is his Diligence in 


ſeeking their Deſtruction, wherefore greatly doth 
he deſire to ſift, to try, and winnow them, if per- 


l haps he may work in their Fleih to anſwer his 
ank Ne 


27 


the“ 


Ca- 
C 


ith5 


uſt 


ith 


for ; 


„ | 


ind 


re-; 


to 
4% with his Father. 
and 


* 
* 


3 


5 


£ 


Fg 
i | 


* 
+ 


k 


thes 


* 
* 


nd 


uth © 
de- 7 


the! 


u P 


pe, 


{us 


ins, 
and 


8 


Deſign; that is, to break out in ſinful Acts, that 
he may have by La to accuſe them to their God 
and Father. Wherefore for their ſakes this Text 
abides, that they may fee, that when they have 
ſinned, they have an Advecate with the Father, 
Feſus Chriſt the righteous. 

And thus have I ſhew d you the Nature, the 
Order, and Occaſion of this Office of our bleſſed 


TO ER Lord jeſus. 1 come now to ſhew 

ow kite you how Feſus Chrift deth manage 
neces the ieee „ 

— „ this hn Office of an Advocate for 
of an Advocate. 

us. And that I may do this to 

your Edification, I ſhall chuſe this Method for the 
opening of it. 

Firſt, Shew you how he manages this Office 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you how he manages ir 
before him, againſt our Adverſary. 

How he manages this his Office of Advocate 
with his Father. 

Firſt, He doth it by himſc'f, by no ether, as 
Deputy under him, no Auge, no Saint, no Mork 
has place here, but Jeius,and Jeſus only. This the 
Text implics, Ne have an Advccate ſpeaking of 
on, but one, one alone, Without an Equal or an 
In- 
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Inferior, We have but one, and he is Jeſus Chriſt, Þ to 
Nor is it for Chriſt's hen, nor for the honour b. 
of the Law, or of the Juſtice of God, that any 
bur Jeſus Chriſt ſhou!d be an Advocate for a fin-F rt 
ning Saint. Beſides, ro aſſert the contrary, what! b. 
doth it but leflen Sin, and make the Advocateſhip® yi 
of Jeſus Chriſt ſuperfluous > Ir would leſſen Sin jr 
ſhould it be remov'd by a Saint or Angel; ity C 
would make the Advocareſhip of Jeſus Chriſt ſu- w 
rfluous, yea, needleſs, ſhould it be poſſible that fc 
Sin could be remov'd from us by either Saint or® $: 
Angel. e 
Again, if God ſhould admit of more Advocates, I 
than one, and yet make mention of never an one ge 
bur Jeſus Chriſt; or if John ſhould allow ano- us 
ther, and yet ſpeak nothing bur of Jeſus only; fr 
yea, chat an Advocate under that Title ſhould be be- 
mention'd but once, but once only in all the Book | 2h 
F God, and yet that divers ſhould be admitted, 
ſtands neither with the Wiſdom or Love of God, nc 
nor with the Faithfulneſs of the Apoſtle, But rh 
Saints have bur one Advocate, if they will uſe him, us 
or improve their Faith in that Office for their 
help, ſo; if not, they mult take what follows, rig 
This 1 thought Bood to hint at, becauſe tile ta 
ermes are corrupt, and becauſe gnorauce and Super- lc 
it ion m, waits for a countenance with us, and 
theſe things have a natural tendency ro darken | 
all rruth, eſpeci ally this, which bringeth to Jeſus A. 
briſt ſo much G ory, and yieldech to the godly If 


fo much Help and Relief. he 
7 ! 

Seco ndiy,As Jeſus Chriſt alone is Advocate, fol tat 
God's Bar, and that alone, is that before which he fo 


pleads, for God is Fuize himſeif, Deut. 32. 36, hir 
Heb. 13, 23. Nor can tue Cauſe which now he for 


U 
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riſt. to plead be remov'd into any other Court, either 
eur by Appeals or otherwiſe, | 
any Could Satan remove us from Heaven to ano- 
ſin- ther Court, he would certainly be too hard for us, 
hat becauſe there we ſhould want our [eſus, our Ad- 
hip] vocare, to plead our Cauſe. Indeed ſometimes he 
Sin | impleads us before Men, and they are glad of the 
it. Occaſion, for they and he are often one, but then 
ſu- we have Leave to remove our Cauſe, and to pray 
hat for a Tryal in the higheſt Court, ſaying, Let my 
t or? Sentence come forth from thy preſence, and let thine 
eyes behold the things that are equal, Plal. 17. 2. 
ates. This wicked World doth ſenrence us for our 
one good decds, but how then would they ſentence 
no- us for our bad ones ? But we will never appeal 
ly; from Heaven to Earth for right; for here we 
be have no Ad vocare, our Advocate zs with the Fa- 
Boo ther, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, 
ted, thirdly, As be pleadeth by h imſelf alone, ard 
30d, no where ee bur in the Court of Heaven with 
But the Father, ſo as he pit adeth with the Father for 
nim, us, he oblerreth this Rule: 


heir 1. He granteth and corftefſeth whatever can 

s. rightly be charg'd upon usz het fo, as that he 
le taketh the whole charge upon him ſelf, acknow- 

per- Iedgitg the Crimes to be his Own. 

and O Goa, lays he, theu knew'ſt m Feoliſne ſi, and 


ken my irt. my guiltineſs u nct hid from thee, Pſa. G 9. 5. 
eſus And this he muſt do, cr eife he can do nothing: 
odr Tt he hides the Sin, cr leileneth it, he is faulty; if 
g he leaves it ſtill upon us, we die: He muſt then 
te, ſo take our liiquity to himſelf, make it his oven, and 
h hel ſo deliver us; for having thus taken the Sin upon 
36. Ibimielf, as lawfully be may,” and lovingly doth, 
he i5for we are Members of his Body, (io "tis his Hand, 
4 
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Trouble and Diſtreſs for Sin. . 


to be his own, P/a/. 69. 5. Now having acknow-+ 


x. myſake, © God rf Ifrael ; becauſe for thy ſake I hau 1 
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"ris his Foot, 'tis his Ear that hath ſinned ) it fol. 
loweth that we live if he lives; and who can de- fe : 
fire more? This then muſt be thorowly conſi- 1 © 
der'd, if ever we will have Comfort in a Day ofS © 

{ 


And thus far there is, in ſome kind, a Harmony$. ch 
betwixt his being a Sacrifice, a Prieſt, and an Ad- 
vocate; as a Sacrifice our Sins were laid upon, 
him, I/. 53. as a Prieſt he beareth them, Exod," 
28. 38. and as an Advocate he acknowledges 'em 


ledg'd them to be his on, the Quarrel is no more 
tw ixt us and Satan, for the Lord Jeſus has eſpou- 
ſed our Quarrel, and made it his. All then that 
we in this matter have to do, is, to ſtand at the 
Bar by Faith among the Angels, and ſee how the 4 
buſineſs goes. O bleſſed God ! What a Lover of 
Mankind art thou! and how gracious is our Lord ol 
Jefus, in his thus managing matters for us! 3 
2. The Lord Jeſus having thus taken our Sins 


upon himſelf, next pleads his own Goodneſs to 17e 


God on our behalf, laying, Let not them that wa! i 
on thee, O Lord God F Hiſts, be aſhamed for my 145 
ſake ; let not thoſe that ſech thee be confounded for d! 
born reproach, ſhame hath cover d my Face, Plal. 49%“ b 
6, 7. Mark, Let them not be aſbam'd for my ſal, is th 
let them not be confounded for my [ahe. Shame and Deb 
Confuſion are the Fruits of Guilr, or of a Charge E. 
for Sin, Fer. 3. 25. and are but an entrance into, 


uar 


* 


Vondemnation, Dan. 12. 2. John 5. 29. Bur be T 7 
hold how Chriſt pleads, ſaving, Let not that b 
for my lake, for the merit cf my Blood, for th. 
perfection of my Rightcovuliels, for the prevalenſs** 
CY of ny Interceſſton, Le them nct be aſtam' 
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oY ſer my ſale, O Lord God of Hoſts. And let no man 
object, becauſe this Text is in the Pſalms, as if ic 
off were not ſpoke by the Prophet of Chriſt, for both 
Fon and Paul, yea, and Chriſt himſelf, do make 
_— this Pſalm a Prophecy of him: Compare Ver. 9 
Ad. With John 2, 17. and with Rom. 15. 3. and ver, 21 
with Mat. 27. 48. & 15. 25, 

But is nor this a wonderful thing, That Chriſt 
5 ſhould firſt rake our Sins, and ACCOUNT them his 
e own, and then plead the Value and Worth of his 
_ whole ſelf for our Deliverance ? For by theſe 
ou. Words L for my ſake ] he pleads his own ſelf, his 
har whole ſelf, and all that he is and has: And thus 
he puts us in good eſtate again, tho our Cauſe 

the Was very bad. | 
r of To bring this down to weak Capacities : Sup- 
— — Man ſhould be indebted Twenty thouſand 
Pounds, but has not Twenty rhonſand Farthings 
Zins 4 Pay it with; and ſuppoſe alſo that this Man be 
5 o Frrelted for this Debt, and that the Law alto by 
22 Which he is ſued will not admit of a Penny bate; 
5 mis Man may yer come wel! enough off, if his 
4 fa Advocate or Attorney will make the Debt his wn, 
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115 will, in the preſeneg ef rhe Judges, cut with 


have 9 | 1 . 1 5 . 
1.6985 Bags,and pay down over; Farting! Why this 
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” 1 the way of our Ad\ ocate. Our Sins 
Lale pebts Mate. 6. 12. we arc f for te 5 
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he Devil is our Accuſer 
1 


— 


4 1 
X % 4 


a 0 e 
A dus comes cut With his 
een ee 8 1. F 
ir be} PLehunels, pleads it ar the Bar, making the Deb: 
ab on, Mart 12.42. 2 Cor. 3. 6. and ſaich, nov 
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em mor be aſham'd far my fale, O Lord God of 


ſts, let them not be confounded for my [ake, O 
cc, as he is ſaid to be an 
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Mends- maker, or one that appeaſeth the JufticeJ,. 
of God fur our Sins, If any Man ſin, we have an ſu. 
Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the rightecu, H 
and be n the Propitiation for our Sins. - 
And who can now object againſt the Delive-% 
rance of the Child of God? God cannot, for het , 
for Chriſt's ſake, according as he pleaded, hath 61 
forgiven us all Treſpaſſes, Col. 2. 13. Eph. 4. 32. 18 
The Devil cannot, his Mouth is ſtopt, as is plain“ 0 
in the caſe cf Foſhua, Zech. 3. Ihe Law cannot, 447 
for that approveth of what Chriſt has done, This“ 901 
then is the way of Chriſt's pleading. hir 
You muſt know, that when Chriſt pleads with, Wa 
God, he p'cads with a juſt and righteous Ged, Sh. 
and therefore he muſt plead Law, and nothing 10 
bur Law; and this he pleads in both theſe Pleas: Co 
Firſt, in confeſſing of the Sin, he juſtified the Sen- 
tence of the Law, in pronouncing of it Evil, ard eh 
then in his laying of bimſelf, his whole ſelf, be- 2/7. 
fore God for that Sin, he vindicated the Sandtion pai 
and Perfection of the Law. ' hus therefore be ther 
magnifies the Law, and makes it honourable, and eth 
yet brings off his Client ſafe and ſound, in the the 
view of all the Angels of God. 11 
Thirdly, Ihe Lord Jelus having thus taken out inla 
Sins upon himſelf, and preſeted God With all the tho 
Worthineſs that is in his whole ſelf for them, in, P 
che ext place he calleth ter Juſtice, or a juſt Ver- whe 
dict upon thc Satisfaction he hath made to Gd, bim 
and to his Law. Then Proclamation is made in gwvit! 
open Court, ſa) ir g, Take away the filthy Garmentſan 
F om him, from him that bath H ended, and cioatiWhy 
him with change of Raimn, 8 5 
Th sahe Soul is preierv'd that hath finned | 
thus the God of Heaven is content that he ſhou!'d 


be 
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be ſaved ; thus Satan is pur to Confuſion, and Je- 
ſus applauded and cried up by the Angels of 
Heaven, and by the Saints on Earth. 

4 Thus have 1 ſhew'd you how Chriſt doth. 44 
den vocate it with God, and his Father, for us, and! 
he® have been the more particular in chis, becauſe the 
ata” Glory of Chrift and the Comfort of the Dejected 
32. 15 greatly concern'd and wrapt up in it. Look then 
all ro Teſus, if thou haſt tinned ; to Jelus, as an _ 
0 cate pleading with the Father for thee : Look t 
bis“ nothing elſe, for he can tell how, and that by 

himſelt, to deliver thee 3 Yea, and vil do it in a 

mby way of Juſtice, which is a Wonder, and to the 

Shame of Satan, which will be his Glory, and al- 

ung 49 to thy complear Deliverance, waich will be thy 
Comfort and Salvation. 

8 But to paſs this, and come to the ſecond thing, 

ard avhich is, to ſhew you how rhe Lord Feſis in. anages 

be- is his Office of an Advocate before his Father, a- 

tion gainſt the Adverſary ; for he pleadeth with the Fa- 

2 he ther, but pleadeth againſt the Devil; he plead- 
ard! eth with the Father Law and [uitice, bur againſt 
the the Adverſary he letteth out himſelf. 

I ſay, as he pleads apaint it the Advertary, ſo he 
out zn! args himſelf with Argumente over and beſides 
1 rheFhoſe which he plcads wit th God his Father. 
n, in Nor is it meet or neeatul 1 our Advocate. 
Ver- when he pleads againſt Satan, ſhonld fo him 
Gd, bimſelf to matter of 1. aw, aS M when ac PD, cadeth 
de in zvith his Father. The Saint by finning owes Sa- 
ne nian nothing, no Law of his is broken thereby, 
lost h then ſhou!d he plcad, for the ſaving of his 
People, juſtifying Rightcovineis ro hum? 
ned F Chriſt, when he died, died not to ſatisfie 82 
hou'dan, but his Father; not to apfeale the Devil, ut 
0 | $29 TO 
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ro anſwer the Demands of the Juſtice of God 5 Þ 
nor did he deſign, when he hang'd on the Tree, to 
triumph over his Father, but over Satan, He re-Y 2 
deem'd us therefore from the Curſe of the Law * + 
by his Blood, Gal. 3. 13. and from the Power of! u 
Satan by his Reſurrection, Heb. 2. 14. He deli- p. 
ver'd us from Righteous Judgment by Price ang 
Purchaſe, but from the Rage of Hell by Fight 1 
and Conqueſt. P, 
And as he acted thus diverſly in the Work of 4 
our Redemption, even ſo he allo doth in the Exe. ® 
cution of his Advecate's Office, When he pleads? ©/ 
with God, he pleads fo ; and when he pleads a- 10 
gainſt Satan, he pleads ſo: And how he pleads hi 
wich God wher he deals with Law and Juſtice, . 
I have ſhew'd you; and now I'll ſhew you how n. 
he pleads before him againſt the Accuſer of tle dll 
Brethren, thy 
Firſt, He pleads againſt him the well-pleaſedneſ th: 
that his Father has in his Merits, ſay ing, The fh dy 
pleaſe the Lord; or this doth or will pleaſe the Lord *P. 
better than any thing that can be propounded, 8 
P/ al. 69. 31. Now this Plea being true, as it is 10 
being eſtabliſh'd upon the liking of God Almigh- the 
ry, Whatever Satan can ſay to obtain our Exer. - 
laſting Deſtruction, is without ground, and fo un- 27; 
reaſonable. I am we'l pleaſed, {airh God, Mar. 3. 17. 
and again, Ihe Lord « well pleaſed fur D Chriſt”: 
Righteouſney) {ake, IIa. 42. 21. All that enter Acti- 
ous againſt others, pretend that Wrong is done c- 
ther againf{t themſelves, or againſt the King, Now © © 
Satan will never emer an Actum agaiuſt us in tha a 


' ; 1 FI n ; = = } 
Court 2e, for that Wri.g by us has been dui 5 | 
to himſelf, he mutt pretend then, that he lues Us a 
Ob 


for that Wrong has yy us been done to our King 
| | Zul of 
1223 * 
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d 5% 
* Y Bur behold, we pe an Advecate with the Father, 
7 N and he has made Compenſation for our Offences: 


\w Hie gave himſelf for our Offences; but still Satan 
56 maintains his Suit, and our God ſaith he 7s well 
ti. # pleaſed with w for this Compenſation ale, yet he 
n will not leave off his Clamour. Come then, ſavs the 

gbr Lord Jeſus, the Contention is not now 29ainſt my 
People, but my ſelf, and about the S1fj:civncy of the 
| Amends that I have made for the Tr 2. ſgrefſoms of 


, © 

we. m People: But he is near that juſti freth me, that 
4 proveth and accepteth fm Deings, therefore [| nal 

ads a 5 

. I nt be confounded. Who is mine Adver! ary ? let 

1.0 hi m come near me: Beheld, the Lord God will hel 


„ me, Iſa. 50. 7, 8, 9. Who 1s he that condemneth 


LCC 
58 Lo, they all ſpall (were there ten thouſand 
7758 times as many more of them) wax o/d 4 a Garment, 


the M-th ſhall eat th em up. Wherefore if the Fa- 

inef ther faith Amen to all this, as I have e ſhew d alrea- 
"hh" dy that he hath and doth, the which allo further 
Lord! appeareth, becauſe the Lord God has cail'd him 
Jed! the Saviour, the Deliverer, and'the Amen; what 

ed, 7 

follows, bur that a Rebuke ſhould proceed from 

* the T bee againſt him? And this 1.deed our 
: dvocate calls for from the Hand of his Father, 
ng, O Enemy, the Lor 4 1 thee : Yea, he 
doubles this Requeſt TO the judpe, ro intimate his 
Farneſtneſs for ach a Concionftion, or to ſhew that 
ny the Enemy hall ſarely ! 


ver- 
ſa; a5 


have it, both from our 

; Advocate and from him before whom Satan has 

e ei- 

Nou grievouſly accufed us, * ch. 3. 

: in For What can be expected to folicw from ſuch 

an Iſſue in Law as this is, but {found and ſevere 

Saubs from the Judge, upon him that hath thus 

tis trovbled his Neighbour, and that hath, in the face 

Bul of che Country, caſt Contempt upon the hig heſt 
3 Act 
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Act of Mercy, Juſtice and Rightcouſneſs that ever Ca 
the Heathens beheid 2 And all this is true wich #7: 
reference to the Caſe in hand; wherefore, Den 
Lord rebuk» thee, is that which, in concluſion,“ Sp 
Satan mult have for the Reward of his Works of] O! 
Malice againlt rhe Children, and for his contem- fre 
ning of the Works of the Son of God. as 

Now our Advocate having thus eftablifl.'d (by 0 
the Law of Heaven) his Plea with God for us, wi 
againſt our Accuſer, there is a way made for bime H, 


ta proceed, upon a 2 that cannot be ſna- 11 
ken; eee e proceeds in his Plea, and far ha 
ther urges again this Accuſer of the We 1 


Secondly, God's 1 Intereſt in his People, and pray- + fe; 
eth that God would remember that: The Lord w. 
rebuke thee, O Satan; the Lord that hath chiſen t.! 
Jeruſalem, rebuke thee. True, the Church, the U 
Saints are diſpicable in the World, wherefore Men In 
do think to tread them down : The Saints are 
allo weak in Grace, but have Corruprions that P] 
are ſtrong, and therefore Satan, the God of this « 
World, doth think to tread them down ; bur the fo 
Saints have a God, the Living, the Eternal God, m 
and therefore ſhall not be trodden down, vea, They a1 
jvall be holden up, for God is able to make tbem N 
jt and, Rom. 14. 4. | 

It was Haman's Miſhap ro be engag'd apainſt 
inc Queen, and the Kindred of che Queen, 'twas 9: 
that ma! de him he could nor proſper, that brouglit tl 
him to Contempt and the Gallow s ; had he ſought 
to ruin another People, probably he mig hi have W vi 
bre ght his Deſign to a deſig d Con cluſion, but , h 
118 ma 6 "ing the Death of che Queen ſ(poil'd all. 4 4 
Satan ailo, when he fighreth aga ant the Church, b 
muſt be ſure ro come to the worſt, for God has a WF {; 


Con- 
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- 
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(has * 


fur- 
7 


ay- 
or d 
{en 
the 
len 
arc 
hat 
this 
the 
od, 
ey | 


i 
ſervd them: God hath not caſt away his People 
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18 Concern in that; therefore 'tis ſaid, The Gates of 


Hell all nit prevail ag aint it; but this hindreth 


unt bur that he is permitted to make almoſt Rat 
„ Fpoils he will of thoſe that belong not to Cod: 


Oh, how many doth he accule, and ſoon get out 
from God, againſt em, a Licenſe ro deſtroy 'em ! 
as he ferv'd Ahab, and many more. Bur this, I lay, 
a very great block in his way, when he meddles 
with the Children, God has an Intereſt in them: 
Hath God caſt away his People ? God forbid, Rom. 
11. 1,2. The Text intimates, That they, for Sin, 
had deſerv'd it, and that Satan would fain have 
ad it been ſo; but God's Intereſt in them pre- 
which be foreknew, Whercfore when Satan acculzs 
them before God, Chriſt (as he pleaderh his own 
Worth and Merit) pleadeth allo againſt him that 
Imereſt that God has in them. 

And this (to ſome) may ſcem but an indifferent 
Plea : Fer what Engagement lieth, may they ſay, 
upon God to be lo much concern'd with them, 
for they fin againſt him, and often provoke him 
moſt bitterly ? Beſides, in their beſt State they 
arc a'together Vanity, and a very thing of noughr, 
Pat's Man (lorry Man) that thou art mindful of 
in, Or that thou ſhouldſt be lo ? 

[| an(wer, T ho' there lieth no Engagement up- 
on God for any Worthineſs there is in Man, ver 
there ech a great deal upon God for the Worthi- 
nets that is in himſeff. God has engag'd himſeif 
with his, having choſen them to be a People to 
himſelf; and by this means they are ſo ſecur'd from 
ail that ail can do againſt them, that the Apoſtle is 
bold (upon tbis very account) to challenge all de- 
lpite to do its worſt againſt them, ſaying, N 
C 4 hall 


i 
\i 


bj 


wif 


ſhall lay any thins to the charge of God's Ele? Roth, | 


Jof his own Will, E9“. 1. 4s 5, 6, 7, 8, 
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eth 
8. 33. Who 2 faith Satan, . hy, that will J. ray. s th 
faith he, but who can do it and prev all? I: is da * 6 
that juſtifierh, who is he that condemneth ? ver. 34. 8 
By which Words the 98 clearly declares, that Dan 
Charges N t the Elect (cho' they be brought 0 l 
apair, it: hem) muſt needs prove ineffectual as to Ih 
their Condemr ation, becauſe their Lord God ſtill ip 18 
Will juſtiſie, fer that Chriſt has died fer them. 

Beſides, a little to inlarge, che E. ect are bound 
to God by a Jour fl Cord, aud a threefcla OC 
is net quio \ pre ken. 

Firit, Election is Erernal as God himſelf, and 
lo without Varia! encts or Shadow of Change; 


and hence "ris call'd an Ete wal Fur peſe, and a Pur- "Fol 
poje o Grd that muſe ſia 1d, F Eph. 3. 11. Rem. 9. 11. 8 
Sccoraly, Election is abſol ax e, not conditional, the 


and therefore cannot be overthrown : by the Sin of y 
the Man who is Wrapt up therein. No Works cy 
foreſeen zo be in us was the Cauſe of God's chu- to 

ling us; no 5 in us ſhall fruſtrate or make E- the 


3 

r void: ent lay any thing to the charge cer 
f God's —— le is God that juſt ifieth, Rom. For 

9. 11. and chap. 8. 33. Fru 
Thir aly, By the Act of Election the Children 14. 

are 1nV0! Y 'd, Wrap up, and cover'd in Chriſt, he ] 
Pat! h choſen us in (211 it, not in our rot not in our Wee 
Virtues, no, not for, or becaule of any thing, but ER“ 
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Fourthly, EI. tion inciudeth in it a permanent Ws ( 


» 7 : ay ' þ \ 2 * | > F*T? % \ {3 \ 

\elolurion Or G04 Ty glor ie his Merci On the 1 
W717. T7, / | | 88 5 . . 
34 -{Jels 67 15 7 Cy, This „re-, ea unnd C. rx, 10 
* * . 1 Q q 2 
Nom. 9. 15, 18, 23. „ 


F 


cluded, chat all things whatſoever mall work to- v1 


Fifthly, By the Act of Electing Love it is con- y 


gether 
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th, Ipether for the good of them whoſe Call to God 
ly, che Fruit of this Purpoſe, this Eternal Purpoſe 
oo God, Rom. 8. 28, 29, 30. 
&, , 
24. # Sixthly, The Erernal Inheritance is by a Cove- 
jar Mant of free and unchangable Grace made over 
ht to rhole % choſen ; and to ſecnre them from 
to the Fruits of Sin, and from the Malice of Satan, 
11] Fir is ſeal'd by this our Advccate's Biood, as he is 
Mediator ef this Covenant, who allo is become 
ad Surety to God for them, to wit, to lee them forth- 
ne Foming at the Great Day, and to ſet them then 
ſafe and ſound before his Farher's Face after the 
ad i igment is over, R.. 9.24. Hel. 9. 15. ch. 7. 22. 
4 <. 13. 10. chap. 9. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 2 21, 23, 3 
re PDohn 10. 28, 2 
> Seventhly,B; this Choice, Purpoſe, and Decree, 
al, the Elect, the concern'd cherein, have allotted 'em 
of Ppy God, and laid up for 'em in Chriſt, a Sufficien- 
ks cy of Grace to 0 1. them thro? all Difficulties 
u- to Glory ; yea, and they, every one of 'em, after 
E- he firſt Ack of Faith (che which alto they ſha!l 
ge certainly atrain, becauſe wrapt up in the Promiſe 
n. for them) are to receive the Earneſt and Firſt- 
Fruits thereof into their Souls, 2 Tim. 1. 9. Atts 
en 14. 22. Eb. 3, 5,13, 14. 
ge Now pur all cheſe things together, and then 
ur feel if there be not weight in this Ple# of Chriſt 
os againſt the Devil; he p'cads God's Choice and 
Pi creft ln nis Saints againſt him, an Ivrercſt that 


» 


nt Ws ſccur'd by the Wiſdom of Heaven, by the Grace 
* of Heaven, by the Power, Will, and Mercy of 
Ne 10d in Chriſt - an Intereſt in whi ch all rhe Three 

| *erfons in the Godband have engag d themſe Ives, 
y mutual Agreement and O. perarion to make 2 call 
- hen Satan has done his 2%, 1 know there are 


8 ſome 
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{cme that object againſt this Doctrine, as faiſe Pp ſat 
bur ſuch perhaps are ignorant cf ſome things eas 
as well as of this. However they object again Ac 
the Wiſdom of God, whole Truth it is, and againſſi na 
Chriſt our Advocate, whoſe Argument, as he if C. 


ſuch, it is; j ea, they labour (what in them lieth& w 
0 wreſt that Leapon our of his Hand, with which th 
he ſo cudgelleth the Enemy, when, as Advocato V4 
he pleadeth ſo effectually againſt him for the re, # 


ſcuing of us from the danger of Judgment, ſay 
'rg, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the Lo: * Ot 
tat bath cheſen Jeruſalem, rebuke thee, D 
Secondly, As Chriſt as Advocate pleads again b 
Satan, the intereſt that his Father hath in his Cho 
ſen, ſo al ſo he pleads againſt him by no leſs Autho 


rity, his own Intereſt in them. Noly Father, faitn* | 


—— 


he, hoop ti ehine en Name theſe whom thou hal 


, — 


green me, John 17.11. Keep them while in the V 


Mord from the Evil, the Soul-damning Evil a 
it. Theſe words are directed to the Father, bu f 
they are level'd againſt the Accuſations of the E. k 
nemy, and were ſpoken here to ihew what Chi A 
will do for his (againſt cur Foc) when he 1s above | 
How, I ſay, he will urge before his Father bi 

own Intercit in us, againſt Satan, and againſt ally \ 
his Aecuſations, nen he brings them to the Bars s 
of God's Tribunal, with dcfign ro work our vi | 
ter Ruin; and is there not à great deal in it? A . 
if Chriſt ſhould ſay, Father, my People have an Aw 
ver/ary who will accuſe them for their Faults before 
thee, but I will be their Advocate, and as I bar | 
bought them of thee, 1 wi il plead my Riot agi | 
him, Ich. 40. 28. Our Engliſh Proverb is, inter: _ 
n not he: Intereſt will make a Man do tha 
which otherwiſe he won/d wer, How many on 
alia? 


0 
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x ſands are there for whom Chriſt doth not ſo much 


as once open his Mouth, bur leaves them to the 
Accuſations of Satan, and to Abal's judgment, 
nay, a worſe, becauſe there is none to plead cheir 
Cauſe ? And why doth not he concern himſelf 
with them, bur becauſe he is not intereſted in 
them? I pray not for the World, but for theſe thou 
haſt given me, for they are thine, and al mine are 
thine, and I am gloriſied in them, Joh. 17.9, to. 

Suppole ſo many Cattle in ſuch a Pound, and 
one goes by whoſe they are nor, doth he concern 
himſelf ? No, he beholds them and goes 1 Way 5 
but ſuppoſe chat at his Return he ſhould find his 
own Cattle in that Pound, would he now carry it 
towards them as he did unto the other? No, no; 
7 has Intereſt here, they ace Vn that are in the 

ound; now he is concern'd, now he muſt know 
who put them there, and for what Cauſe too they 
are ſerv'd as they are; and if he finds *em rights 
fully chere, he will fetch 'em thence by Ranſom ; 
bur if wrongtully, he will replevy 'em, and ſtand 
a Tryal ar Law with him that has thus illegally 
pounded his Cattle. 

And thus it is 'ewixt Jeſus Chriſt and Y, he is 
intereſted in them, the Cattle are hig own, his own 
Sheep, John 10. 3, 4. but pounded by ſome other 
by the Law, or by the Devil. If pounded by the: 
Law, he delivers them by Ranſom ; if pounded- 
by the Devil, he will replevy them, ſtand a Tryal 
at Law for em, and will be againſt their Accuſer, 
their Advocate himſelf. Nor can Satan wirh-' 
ſtand his Plea, tho he thould againſt“ em join Ar- 
tument wich the Law, foralinuch as has been 
prov'd before, he can and will (oy wha- he has to 
produce and plead of bis own) lave his from all. 


Tret- 
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Treſpaſſes, Charges, and Accuſations. Beſides, All 
Men know that a Man's proper Goods are not 


and them too great I ranſgreflions. And if any 
Man fin, we have an Aduccate with the Father, Je- 
ſw Chriſt the righteous, 

Now the Strength of this Plea (thus gronnded 
upon Chriſt's Intereſt in his People) 1s great, and 
hath many weighty Reaſons on its fide, as, 

Firſt, They are mine, therefore in Reaſon a: my 
diſpoſe, not at the diſpoſe of an Adverſary ; for 
while a thing can properly be call d mine, no 
Man has therewith to do but my ſelf; nor doth 
(a Man, nor) Chriſt joe his Right to what he has 
by the weakneſs of that thing Which is his proper 
& Right. He therefore, as an Advocate, pleadeth 
| Intereſt, his own Intereſt in his People, and Night 
muſt take place wich the judge of all the Earth: 
Shall not the Fudge of al the Earth do Right ? Gen. 
28. 25. 

Sccondly, They coſt him dear, and that which is 
dear bought is not caſily parted with, 1 Cor, 6. 20. 
they were bouglit With Eis Blood „Eęb. 1 7. 1 Pet; 
1.18, 19. they were given him for "y Blucd, and 
ul therefore are dear C Lichen, Eph. 5. 1. for they are 
his by the higheſt Price; and this Fs he as Ad- 
Vvocate pleaderh againſt the Enemy cf our Saiva- 
ion; ea, [ will ad d, they Ras his, becauſe he 
gase his 4 for them, 2 Cor. 8.9. When a Man 
mall give his 4% for this or that, then that which 
ne has ſo purehas'd is become! his Ali. Now Chriſt 
has given his Al/ for us, he made himſelf poor for 
Jus, Eph. 1.23. whereforc we are become his A0, 
{| IÞis Fitneſs, and ſo the Church is call'd. Nay, for- 
cher, Chriſt likes weil encugh cf his Purchaſe, 


tho 


therefore forfeited, becauſe they commit many, 
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tho? it hath coſt him his 2; The Lines, ſays he, 
are fallen to me in pleaſant places, I have a poodly 
beritage, Plal. 16. Now put all theſe things toge- 
ther, and there is a ſtrong Plea in them. Intereſt, 
ſuch an Intereſt will not be eaſily parted with: 
But this is not all, for, 

Thirdly, As they coſt him dear, ſo he hath 
made them near to himſelf, near by way of Re- 
lation, Now that which did nor only coſt dear, 
but that by way of Relation is made fo, that a 
Man will plead heartily for. Said David to Abner, 
Thou alt not fee my Face, except thou firſt bring 
Michal, Saul's Daughter, when thou comeſt to ſee my 
Face, 2 Sam. 3.13, 14 Saul's Daughter coſt me 
dear, I bought her with the jeopardy of my Life; 
Saul's Daughter is near to me, ſhe is my beloved 
Wife. He picaded hard for her, becaule ſhe was 
dear and near to him. 

Now, I ſay, the ſame is true in Chriſt, his Peo- 
re coſt him dear, and he h th made them near to 
him; wherefore, ro plead Intereſt in them, is ro 
hold fait by an Argument that is ſtrong. 

1. | hey are his Spoule, and he hath made en 
o; they are his Love, his Dove, his Darling, and 
he counts them fo. Now, ſhon'd a Wretch at- 
tempt in open Court to take a Man's Hife away 
from him, how would rhis cauſe the Man to plead! - 
yea, and what Judge that is juſt, and knows that 
the Man has this Intereſt in the Mman pleaded 
for, wou'd yield to, or give a Verdict for the 
wretch, againſt the Man whole Mie the Numan 
1s Thus Chriſt, in pleading Intereſt, in pleading 
[thou gaveſt them me] pleads by a ſtrong Argu- 
ment, an Argument that the Enemy cannot inva- 
lidate. True, were Chriſt to plead this before a 

Saul, 
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Saul, i Sam. 25. 44. or before Sampſon's wives Fa- 
tber, the Phi/iſtin, Fuadp. 1 4.20, perhaps ſuch rrea- 
cherous Judges would give it againſt all Right: 
But 1 have told you, the Court in which Chriſt 
& pleads is the higheſt and the juſteſt, and that from 
& which there can be no Appeal; wherefore Chriſts 
& Cauſe, and ſo the Cauſe of che Children of Gd, 
muſt be try'd before their Father, from whoſe Face 
to be {ure juſt Judgment ſhall proceed. Bur, 
2. As they are call'd his Spouſe, ſo they are 
& call'd his Fleſh, and Members of his Body, 1 Cor. 
12.27. Now laid Pau! to the Church, Te ave the 
Body of Chrift, and Members in particular, Eph. 5. 
30. This Relation alſo makes a man plead hard. 
Were a man to plead for a Limb or Member of 
his own, how-wouid he plead | what Arguments 
would he uſe! and what ſympathy and feeling 
would his Arguments flow from! 

I cannot loſe a Hand, I cannot loſe a Foot, can- 
not loſe a Finger; why, Saints arc Chriſt's Mem- 
bers. How ſtrenuoufly would a man plead the 
neceſſarineſi of his Members to him, and the un- 
naturaln-ſi of his Adverſary in ſeeking the deſtru- 
ction of his Members, and the Deformity of his 
Body ! yea, a man would ſhrug, and cringe, and 
& weep, and entreat, and make demurrs and halts 
and delays to 1000 Years (if poſſible) before he 
| would loſe his Hand, or any other member. 
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| | fron for the effectual overthrow thereof? And all 


rhis is true, as to the Calc that lies before us. 
Thus 
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Bur, I ſay, how would he plead and advocate | 
ir for his members, if Judge, Law, Reaſon, and 
Equity were all on his fide, and if by the Adver- | 
fary there could be nothing urg'd, bur that againſt 
which the Advocate had long before made Provi- | 
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Thus we ſee what ſtrength there lieth in this 
ſecond Argument that our Advocate bringeth for 
us againſt the Enemy. They are his Fleſh and 
Bones, his members, he cannot ſpare em; he cane. 
not ſpare ths, becauſe ; nor that, becauſe ; nor: 
ary, becauſe they are his members: As ſuch, they 
arc dear to him, as ſuch they are uſeful to him, as 
{uch they are an Ornament to him; yea, tho? in 
themſelves they are feeble, and thro' Infirmities 
much diſabled from doing as they ought. Thus 
IF ai:y Man ſin, ws have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Feſus Chriſt the righteow, Bur, 

Fourthly, As Chriſt, as Advccate, pleads for us 
againſt Satan, his Father s Intereſt in us, and his 
own, fo he pleadeth againſt him that Right and 
Property he has in Heaven to give itto whom he 
will, He has a Right to Heaven as Prieſt and 
King; tis his alſo by Inheritance, and ſince he 
weill be ſo good a Bene factor, as to beſtow this on 
ſeme, but not for their deſerts; and ſince again he 
has to that end ſpilt his B/ood for, and taken a Gee 
neration into Covenant- relation to him, that ir 
might be beſtow'd on them, it ſhall be beſtow'd. 
on them; and he will plead this if there be need, 
if his People lin, and if their Accuſer ſeeks, by 
their Sin, their ruin and deſtruction. Father, ſahil 
he, I will that thoſe whom thu baſt given me bell 
with me where I am, that they may behold my Glory, 
Joh. 17. 24. Which theu haſt given me; Chriſt's 
will is the will of Heaven, the will of God 
Shall not Chriſt then prevail? 

1 wi, ſaith Chriſt; I will, ſaith Satan; but 
whoſe will mall ſtand 2 'Tis true, Chriſt in the 
Text ſpeaks more like an Arbitratir than an Ads 
vocate, more like a Judge than one pleading at a 
Bar, 
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i Bar. I wil have it ſo, I judge that ſo it ought to 
be, and muſt. But there is alſo ſomething of Plea 
in rhe words both before his Father and againſt 
Jour Enemy; and therefore he ſpeaketh ike one 
that can plead and determine alſo, yea. like one 
that has Power ſo ro do: Bur thail rhe will of 
Haven ftoop ro the will of Heil > Or the will 
Jof Chriſt to the will of Satan? Or the will of 
ERighteouſneſs ro the will of Sin? Shall Satan, 
who is God's Enemy, and whole Charge where— 
wich he chargeth ns for Sin, and which 1s groun- 
& ded not upon love to Righteouſneſs, but upon 
malſice againſt G d's Deſigns of Mercy, againft 
is the Blood of Chriſt, and the Salvation of his Peo— 
ple; I lay, Shall this Enemy and this Charge pre- 
vail with God againſt the well- grounded Plea of 
Cbriſt, and againſt the Salvation of God's Elect, 
and ſo keep us our of Hea en? No, no, Chriſt 
will have it other wiſe, he is the great Donator, 
and his Eye is good, True, Satan was turn'd our 
of Heaven becauſe he finned there, and we muſt 
be taken into Heaven, rho? we have ſinned here; 
this is che will of Chriſt, and as Advocate he pleads 
ir againſt the Face and Accuſation of our Adver- 
ſary. Thus, If any man ſin, we hav: an Advocate 
= wth the Father, Feſis Chriſt the righteau:, But, 

s Fifthly, As Chriſt as Advocate pleadeth for us 
againſt Saran, his Father's Intereſt in us and his 
ow, and pleadeth alſo what Right be has to di- 
ſpoſe of rhe Kingdom of Heaven; ſo he pleaderh 
againſt this Enemy that Malice and Enmiry that 
is in him, and upon which chiefly his Charge a- 
W gainſt us is grounded, to the confuſion of his Face. 
This is evident from the Title that our Advocate 
beſtows upon him while he picads for us againſt 


1 him, 
5 


* 
- 
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him, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, O Enemy, ſaith 

he; for Satan is an Enemy, and this Name given 

him ſignifies ſo much. And Lawyers in their Pleas 

can make a great matter of ſuch a Circumſtance 

as this, ſaying, Aly Lord, we can prove that what 
* x now pleaded againſt the Priſoner at the bar # of 
| meer malice and hatred, that has alſo a long time 
lain burning and raging in hu Rnemy's breaſt a- 
* cainſt him. This, I ſay, will greatly weaken the 
» Plea and Accuſation of an Enemy: But ſays Jeſus 
4 Chriſt, Father, here n a Pica breught in azainſt my 
Jothua, that cloaths him with filthy Garments, but 
iti brourht in againſt him by an Enemy, by one that 
4 hates Goeaneff worſe than he, and that loveth Me- 
ledneſ more than the Man again(t whom at this 
time he has breught ſuch a heinous Charge. Then 
leaving with the Father the Value of his Blood 
for the Accuſed, he turneth him to the Accuſer, 
and pleads againſt him as an Enemy; O Satan! 
thou that accuſeſt my Spouſe, my Love, my Members, 
art an Eue m: But it will be objected, That zhe 
things charg d are true; grant it, yer hat Law 
takes notice of the Plea of one who doth profeſſed- 
ly act as an Enemy? for 'tis nor done in love to 
Truth, Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs, nor intetded 
for the honour of the King, or the good of the 
> Proſecured, but to gratifie Malice and Rage, and 
$ mecrly ro kill and deſtroy, here 1s therefore a 
dea! of force and ſtrength in an Advocare's plead- 
irg of ſuch a Circumſtance againſt an Accuſer, 
ge'pccially when the Crimes now charg'd are thoſe 
only for which the Law, in the due execution of it, 
has been ſatisfied before; Wherefore now a Law- 

yer has double and treble ground or matter to 

lead for his Client againſt bis Enemy. And * 

| Ad- 
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Advantage againſt him has Jeſus Chriſt. 


Beſides, 'tis well known that Saran, as to us, wi 
is the original Cauſe of rhoſe very Crimes fer po 
which he accuſes us at the Bar of Ged's Tribunal. F {te 
Not to ſay any thing of how he cometh to us, ſo- chi 
licites us, remprs us, flatrers us, and always (in a Fa 
manner) lies at us to do thoſe wicked things for on 
which he ſo hotly purſues us to the Bar of judg- :!; 
ment; for tho' tis not meet for us thus to plead, of 
to wit, lay ing that fault upon Satan, but rather ha 
upon our ſelves, yet our Advocate will do it, and plc 
make work of it too before God: Simon, Simon, us 
Satan has deſired to hi ve thee, that he mig he ſift Þ 10 
thee as Wheat, but 1 have prayed for thee, that ty y A. 
Faith fail not, Luke 22. 31, 32. He maketh here ar 
mention of Satan s Deſires, by way of advantage of 
againſt him, and doubtleſs ſo he did in his Prayer © de 
with God for Peter's preſervarion. And what he wi 
did here, while on Earth, as a Saviour in general, 7c 
that he doth now in Heaven as a Prieſt and an th 
Advccate in ſpecial, th 

I will further ſuppoſe that which may be ſup-] ed 
poſed, and that which is ſuitable to our purpoſe to 
Suppole therefore that a Facher that has a Child ha 
whom he loveth, but rhe Child has nor half that of 
wit that ſome of the Family hath, (and I am lure |} to 
that we have lets wit than Angels) and ſuppoſe |! ft 
allo that ſome bad-minded Neighbour, by ram- ca 
pering with, tempting of, and by unwearied tol- | C: 
licitations thould prevail with this Child to ſtea! H. 
ſomerhing our of his Father's Houſe or Grounds, an 
and give it unto him); and this he doth on pur- ; W 
poſe to ſet the Father againſt the Child. And ſup- ¶ no 
ar again that it comes ro the Father's Know- an 


dge, that the Child, thro' the Allurements of Þ 
| ſuch 
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fnch a one has done ſo and / againſt his Father, 
wü he therefore diſinherit this Child ? Vea, ſup- 
poſe again that he that did tempt this Child to 
{teal ſhould be the firſt that fhonld come to accuſe 
chis Child to its Father, for ſo doing, would the 
Father take notice of the Accuſation of ſuch an 
one? No verily; we that are evil can do better 
han ſo. How then ſnould we think that the God 
of Heaven ſhould do ſuch a thirg, ſince alſo we 
ave a brother that is wiſe, and that will and can 
plead the very malice of our Enemy, that doth to 
us all theſe things againſt him, for our ad vantage? 
I ſay, this is the ſum of this fifth Plea of Chr iſt our 
Advocate, againſt Satan. O Satan, ſays he, thou 
art an Enemy to my People, thou pleadeſt not out 
of love ro Righteouſneſe, nor to reform, but to 


deſt roy my Beloved and Inheritance; the Charge 
| wherewith thou chargeſt my People is hne own, 


Ich. 8. 44. not only as to a matter of charge, but 
the things that thou accuſeſt them of, are thine z 


| thine in the nature of 'em; alſo thou hait tempt- 
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ed, allured, flatter'd, and daily labour'd with em 
to do that for which now thou fo willingly weuld. 
have 'em deſtroy'd ; yea, all this haſt thou done 


of envy to my Father, and to godlineſe; of harred 


to me and my People, and char thou ie ß de- 


— | * * Y 
oe I ftroy others beds, 1 Chron. 21, 1, And now what 
| | 
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can this Accuſer ſay? Can he excuſe himſelf ? 
Can he contradict our Advocate? He cannot; 
He knows that he is a Satan, an Enemy, and as 
an Adverlary has he ſown his Tares among the 
Wheat, that ir might be rooted up; but he ſhall 
not have his end, his Malice has prevented him, 
and ſo has the Care and Grace of our Advocate: 
The Tarcs therefore be ſhall have return'd to him 
again, 
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into God's Barn, Mat. 13. 25, 26, 27, 28. 

Thus therefore our Advocate makes uſe, in his 
Plea againſt Satan, of the rage and malice that is 
the occafion of the Enemies charge, wherewith 


thy ſelf, Thus Chriſt our Advocate accuſeth our 


Feſus Cin iſt the rizhteous. But, 
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People for which Satan would have them damn'd, © 


* 
2 
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piucked out of the Fire? This is part of the Plea 


o' — 


tan, Zech. 3. 2. Now to be a Brand pluckt out 
of the Fire, is to be a Saint impatient, weak ned, 
ck fi ed. and made imperfect by Sin; for ſo alto 
the Apoſtle means when he faith, And others ſav! 
wit / fe ar, pullins en out of the Fire, hat ing eve 1 
the Gar ment ſpotred by the I Feſb, Jude 23. By F ire, 


— * * 
- — — 


for that it burns and conſumes as Fire, Rm. 1. 2 
Where fore a man is ſaid to burn when his Luſt 


after them, 1 Cor. 7, 9. 
Allo when Abraham ſaid, I am but duſt and alkes 
Gen. 


again. but the Wheat for all this ſhall be gather'd 


he accuſeth the Children of Ged ; wherefore g 
when thou read'ſt theſe words [ O Car 1] lay with | 
Adverſary of Malice and Envy againſt God and 
Goodneſs, while he accuſeth us of the Sins which » 
we commit, for which we are ſorry, and Chriſt Þ 
has paid a Price of Redemption: And (thus) if 
any man ſin, we have an Advcate with the Father, © 


Sixthly, Chet iſt, when he pleads as an Advo- . 
care for his People 1 in the preſence of God, againſt 5 
Satan, he can plead theſe very Weakneſſes of hit 


for their relief and advantage; Is not this a brand | 


of our Advocate agaiuit Satan, for his Servant | 
Feſhua, when he ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee, O Sa- 


"es I" 7 
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in both theſe places we are to e any Sin;| 


are ſtrong upon him; and ro burn in Luſt to 
others, when his wicked Heart runs wickedly 
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Sen. 18. 27, he means, he was but what Sin had 


rd eft; yea, he had ſomething of the ſmut and be- 

ſmearings of Sin yet upon him: wherefore 'twas 
his a Cuſtom with Iſrael in days of old, when they 
= ſer Days apart for Confeſſion of Sin, and Humi- 
ith 


liation for the lame, to ſprinkle themſelves with, 
"re or to wallow in Duſt and Afhes, E/th. 4. 1, 3. Fer. 
ny 6. 26. Fob 30. 9. chap. 42. 6. as a token that they 
ur did confels they were but What Sin had left, and 
ind! that they were dei d, weakned and polluted by it. 
ich > This then is the next Plea of our good ly Advo- 
cate for us, O Satan, this is brand plucked out of 
if the Fire. As who thould ſay, thou objecteſt againſt 
be, my Servant Foſhua that he is black like a Coal, or 

E that the Fire of Sin, at times, is ſtill burning in 
Lon him. And what then? the reaſon why he is nor 
ft totally extin as Tow, is not thy Pity, bur my 
P15 © Father's Mercy to him: 1 have pluck'd him out 
nd, of the Fire, yet not ſo out but that the ſmell there- 
and * of is yet upon him; and my Father and , we 
e 2 conſider his weakneſs, and pity him; for ſfincehe 
ant is as a Brand pulled out, can it be expected by my 
La. Father or me, that he ſhould appear before us as 
out elcar, and do our biddings as well asäf he had 
ed, | never been there? Th1515s a Brand plucked out of 
110 ebe E, e, and muſt be ccnfiver'd as iuch, and mult 
NP x be born with as much, Thus as Mephibeſherh 


rilt } 


i Þ picaded for his Excuſe, bis lameneſs, 2 Sam, 17. 
ire, | 24,25, 26. ſo Chriſt picads the infirm and indi- 
5} get condition of his Pec ple againit Satan for 
27. their Advantage. | 
ults | Wherefore Chriſt, by ſuch Pleas as theſe for 
7 ro his People, deth yer further few the malice of 
ay 


Satan, (for all this burving comes thro” him) yea, 
and by it he moveth the iicart of God to pity us 
ſhes and 
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and yet to be gentle, and long-ſuffering, and mer. 


ciful to us; for Pity and Compaſſion are the 
Fruits of the yearning of God's Bowels towards 
us, while he conſidereth us as infirm and weak, 
and ſubject ro flips and ſtumbles and falls, be- 
cauſe of weakneſs, 


And that Chrift our Advecate,by thus pleading, | 


doth turn things to our advantage, conſider, 


1. That God is careful that thro! our weakneſs| 
our Spirits do not fail before him when he chides, 


Ja. 57. 16, 17, 18 
2. He ſtays his rough Wind i in the dayof his 27 


Wind, Iſa. 27. 7, 8, 9. and debates about the mea- 


= of Affliction, when for Sin we ſhould be! 
chaſten'd, leſt we ſhould fink rhereunder. 
3.He will nor ſtrictly mark what's done amiſs, 


s 
«4 


to | 
Wit 


! 


becauſe if he ſhould, we cannot ſtand, P/al 1 30. 3. „ to C 
4. When he chrearaeth ro ſtrike, his bowels non 


are rroubled, and his repentings are kindled te- 


gether, Hef. 11. 8,9. 


4 
cn 


5. He will ſpin our his Patience to the utmoft om 


length, becauſe he knows we are ſuch bunglers| 
at doing, Jer. 9. 24. 


6. He will count our little a very great deal, F 


are 


46. 


3 


for that he knows we are ſo unable ro do any eur 


thing atall, Fob 1. 21. 


am a) 


8. He will excuſe the Souls of his People, and the 


lay the fault upon their Fleſh (which has prearelt | 


affiniry with Satan) if thro' weakneſs and infir- 
mity we do not do as we ſhould, Mat. 26. 41. 

Now, as | ſaid, ail theſe things happen unto us, 
both lufirmities and Pity, becauſe, and for chat 
we. were once in the Fire, and for that the weak- 
nels of Sin abides upon us to this day. But none 
of chis Favour could come to us, nor could we, 
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ry any means, cauſe thoſe our Infirmities to work 
chell for us thus advantageouſly, bur that Chriſt our 
rd duct ſtands our Friend, and pleads for us. 
ak, But again, before I pals this 01 er, I will for the 
be. clearing of this, preſent you with a few more 
Confiderations, Which are of another rank, to wit, 
ng, mat Chriſt our Advocate, as ſuch, makes mention 
of our Weakneſles ſo againſt Saran, and before 
eſe his Father, as to turn all to our advantage. 
les, 1. We ate therefore to be ſav'd by Grace, be- 
cauſe by reaſon of Sin we are diſabled from keep- 
1 ing of the Law, Deut. 9. 5. . 64. 6. 
ca- 2. We have given unto us the Spirit of Grace 
be to help, becauſe we can do nothing that's good 
without it, Eh. 2. 5. Rm. 8. 26. Exel. 16, 8. 
ifs, * 3. God has put Chriſt's Righreouinels upon us 
. 3. „ to cover our nakedneſs with, becauſe we have 
vels none of our own to do it withal, Phil. 3. 7, $. 
te- 4. God aliowcth us to ride in the Boſom of 
Chriſt to the Grave, and from thence in the Bo- 
1oft | Yom of Angels to Heav en, becaule our own Legs 
lers Fare not able to Carry us thither, I/. 40. 11.chap. 
46. 4. Pfal. 67. 17. Luke. 16. 22. 
eal, F 5, God has made his Son our Head, our Prieft, 
any! our Auv.cate, our Saviour, our Captain, that we 
may be deliver from all the Infirmiries and all 
and Uthe Fiends ce attend wh and that plot to do us 
reſt hurt, Eph. 1. 22. Col. 1. 18. Heb. 7. 12. 
ir- 6. God = put the fal. en Angels into Chains, 
41. E .. 2. 4. Rev. 20. 1, 2. that they might not fol- 
us, Now us 3 and has enlarg'd us, 5%. 34. 7. and 
that Nirected our Feet in the way of his ſteps, that we 
ak- Nnay haſte us to the ſtrong Tower and Ciry of 
one Refuge for luccour ard ſafety, and has given good 
we, Nein a charge to lock to us, Heb, 1, 14. 5 


by 7, C 
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7. God has promis'd, That we ar our counting 
days ſhall be ſpar d, as a Man ſpareth his owt 
Son that ſerves him, Mal. 3. 17. 

Now, from all theſe things it appears that we 
have Indulgerice at God's hand, and that our 


Weakneſſes, as our Chriſt manages the matter for 


us, are ſo far off from laying a Block or Bar ig 
the way to the enjoyment of Favour, that they 


alſo work for our good; yea, and God's foreſight off 


em has ſo kindled his Bowels and Com pation; 


to us, as to put him upon deviſing of ſuch things, 
for our relief, which by no means could have 
been, had not Sin been with us in the World, 
and had nor the beſt of the Saints been as a brand} 


plucked out of the burning. 


I have ſeen Men (and yet they are worſe than 
God) take moſt care of, and alſo beft provide for vc 
thoſe of their Children that have been moſt infirm 
aud helpleſs: (and our Advocate ſhall gather his] 


Lambs with his Arm, and carry them in his Bo- 


ſom.) Yea, and I know that there is ſuch an Art, 
in ſhewing and making mention of Weakneſſes, 
as ſhall make the Tears ſtand in a Parent's Eyes,! 
and as ſhall make him learch to the bottom of hisÞ 

Purſe to find out what may do his Mang good, N 
Chriſt alſo has that excellent Art, as he is an Au- 
vocate With the Father for us; he can fo make 


mention of us and our Infirmities, while he pleads 

before God, againſt rhe Devil, for us, that he can 

make the Bowels of the Almighty ycarn rowares 
us, and to wrap us up in their Compaſſions. 

! - ; A „ 1 

You read much of the Piry, Compalſion, and 

much Compa lien, and 

of the yearning of the Bowels of the mighty Go 

towards his People; all which, I think, 15 kinds 


and made burn towards us, by the pleading ot 


our Aav.icatr. | 


ay 
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ing 1 have ſeen Fathers offended with their Chi- 
ren, but when a Brother has turn'd a skilful 44- 
cate, the Anger has been appeas'd, and the means 
weſthath been conceal'd. We read bur little of this 
our HNdvocate's Office of Jeſus Chriſt, yer meh of the 
for Fruit of ic is extended to the Ch urches: But as 
r inthe Cauſe of Smiles, after Offences committed, is 
hey nade manifeſt after: ward, ſo at the Day when God 
t offwill open all things, we hall ſce how many times 
on;Þpur Lord, as an Advocate, pleaded for us, and re- 
ngsficem'd us by his ſo pleading into the enjoymer.r 
aveſwt Smiles and Embraces, who for Sin, but a while 
rd, Pe fore, were under Frowns and Chaſtiſements. 
and And thus much for the making out how Chriſt 
doth manage his Office of an Advocate for us 
han Avith the Father. If any Man ſin, we have an Ad- 
for Pocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the rizhterus. 
irm And I ſhall come now to the Third Head, to wir, 
is Te ſew you more particularly who they are that have 
Bo. c/us Chriſt for their Advocate. 
Arth In my handling of this Head, I ſal! ſhew; 
fles, 5 5 That this Office of an Advecat? diftereth 
yes. From chat of a Prieſt, and how, 
his! 2. I ſhall ſhew you how far Chriſt extenderh 
0d, £115 his Office of Advocateſhip; 1 mean in matters 
Aj. (concerning the People of God; and then, 
lake 3. 1 ſhall come more directly to thew who they 
ads re that have Chriſt for their 4dvocare, 
(an] For the firſt of theſe, That this Office of Chri/t 
aan Advccate, differeth from that of a Er ieſt: 
ic her he is a Prieſt, a Prieſt for ever, I heartily ac- 
ad nowledge; but that his Pre ard Advecate- 
„ip ſhould * one and the fame, can't believe. 
. Becauſe they differ in Name, We may as well 
Wy = Exther (as ſuch) is a Sen, or, that Father and 
D Lon 
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Son is the /e/f-ſame Relation, as ſay a Prieſt and anfſlias 
Advocate, as to Office, are but one and the ſameſſom 
thing. They differ in Name as much as PrieftPea 
and Sacrifice do: A Prieſt is one, and a Sacreſice Fu 
is anothe and tho' Chriſt is Prieſt and Sacrifice Chi 
too, yet as a Prieſt he is not a Sacrifice, nor as al ſerv 
Sacrifice a Prieſt. and 
2. As they differ in Name, ſo they differ in thefiSin 
Nature of Office; a Prieſt is to ſlay a Sacrifice; Foſs 
an Advocate is to plead a Cauſe: A Prieſt is tohmitt 
offer his Sacrifice, to the end that by the Merityhew 
thereof he may appeaſe ; an Advocate is to plead\|Gra 
to plead according to Law: A Prieſt is to makeſted, 
Interceſſion by vertue of his Sacrifice ; an Advo-yen, 
cate. is to plead Law, becauſe Amends is made. of ( 
3. As they differ in Name and Nature, ſo theyger a 
allo differ as to their Extent, The Prieſthood oftime 
Chriſt extendeth ir (elf to the whole of God's E. pain 
lect, whether call'd, or in their Sins; but Chriſtſpatic 
(as Advocate) pleadeth only for the Children. Se 
4. As they differ in Name, in Nature, and Ex-this 
tent, ſo they differ as to the Perſons with whomlar th 
they have to do. We read not any where tha z. 
Chriſt (as Prieſt) has ro do with the Devil, as ans to 
Antagoniſt, but as an Advocate he hath, i % 
5. As they differ in theſe, fo they differ as toone 
the -1atters about which they are imploy'd. Chriſſrom 
as Prieft concerns himſelf with every wry thoughtKir.s 
and alſo with the leaſt [mperfecticn or Infirmity ring 
that atends our moſt Holy Things; bur Chriſt aff 2. 
Alvocate doth nor ſo, as | have already ſhew'd, giſhn 
6. So that Chriſt as Pricſt goes before, and , 
Chriſt as Advocate comes after; Chrift as Prieſſꝑouf 
continwa ly mio des; Chriſt as Advocate, in caſche d 
of great Trauſgretſions, pleads: Chriſt as 85 ©r cl 
| 14Y. 


of Telus Chrift, 51 
anfllias need to act always; but Chriſt as Advocate 
meſſometimes only. Chriſt as Prieſt acts in times of 
et Peace; bur Chriſt as Advocate in times of Broils, 
ſice Turmoils, and ſharp Contentions ; wherefore 
fice Chriſt, as Advocate, is, as I may call him, a Re- 
S al ſerve; and his time is then to ariſe, to ſtand up 
and plead, when hs are cloath'd with ſome filthy 
thefSin that of late they have fallen into, as David, 
ce Foſhua, or Peter, When ſome ſuch thing is com- 
toßmitted by them, as miniſtreth ro the Enemy a 
eritfyhew of ground to queſtion the truth of their 
ad, Grace; or when 'tis a Queſtion, and to be deba- 
akeſted, whether it can ſtand with the Laws of Hea- 
%- ven, with the Merits of Chriſt, and the Honour 
e. of God, that ſuch a one ſhould be ſav'd; now 
hejyjer an Advocate come forth, now ler him have 
d oltime ro plead, for this is a tir Occaſion for the 
s E paints Advocate to ſtand vp to plead for the Sal- 
hriſtſyation of his People. But, 
Secondly, I come next to ſhew you how far 
Ex- this Office of an Advocate is extended. I hinted 
homlar this before, ſo now mall be the more brief, 
tha x. By this Office he offers no Sacrifice, he only 
iS ans to matter of Juſtice pleads the Sacrifice offer'd. 
2. By this Office he obtains the Converſion of 
as topone; he only thereby ſecureth the Converted 
rififfrom the Damnation which their Adverſary, for 
1gitBins after Light and Profeſſion, endeavoureth to 


*. 


who 
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who had made their Juſtification doubrful by new 
Falls into Sin. And chis is plain in the Hiſtory of A 
our oſhua, Zech. 3. lo often mention'd before. dr 
5: As Pricfi he hath obrain'd eternal Redempti- | W 
on for us, and as Aa vocate he by Law maintains our | fic 
Right thereto, againſt the Devil and his Angels, J Pr 
I come now to ſhew you who they are that have Si 
Feſus Christ for their Advocate, And this I ſhall | the 
do firſt more generally, and then ſhall be more as 
particular and diſtinct about it. all 
Fit, more generally. They are all the truly Þ Ct 
Gracious, thoſe that are the Children by Adopti- | fel 
on; and this the Text affirmeth, 1 wrire wnto you, Pri 
little Children, that you fin not; and if any man ſin, nie 
we hav? an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chri(t © for 
the rizireour, They are then the Children by A- wh 
deption that are the Perſons concern'd in the Ad- dre 
vocatethip of Jeſus Chriſt. The Prieſthood of dre 


Chrift extendeth itſelf ro the Whole budy of the, 
Elec, bur the Advocarethip of Chriſt doth not ſo ; F bav 
this is further clear'd by this Apcſtic, and that in e 
rhis very Text, if you conſider what im mediate- Ad, 
iv follows. Ve hate an Advccate, tays he, and be. - 
u alſo the Propitiation fer our Sins. He is our Ac-| Wo 
vocate, and alſo our Prieſt. As an Advccare, ou and 


only; but as a Propitiation, not ours only, bur ai- [on 
{o for the Sins of the whole Wor'd ; to be ſure Ha. 
tor the Elect throughout the World, and they Mar 
that will extend it for her, let em. ſince 
And ] ſay again, had he not intended that there here 
1,0uid have been a ſtreighter limit puc to the Ad-, 
vocateſhip of Chriſt chan he wou:d have us put to 5717 
his Prieſtiy Office, hat needed he, when he ſpea- Fre: 
kerh of the Propitiation which relates to C hritt as heſe 
Pi.cit, have added, And not for owrs only? As anfhey 


Ad- V. 
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of Advocate then he engageth for us that are Chil- 
dren ; and as a Prieſt too he hath appeas's God's 
ti- Wrath for our Sins: Bur, as an Advocate, his Of- 
ur fices are confin'd to the Children only, but as 
I Prieſt he is not ſo, He is the Propitiation for our 
ve Sins,, and not for ours only. T he ſenſe therefore of 
all the Apoſtle ſhould, I think, be this; That Chriſt, 
re as a Prieft, hath cfer'd a Propitiatory Sacrifice for 
| all ; but, as an Advocate, he pleadech only for the 
ily Þ Children. Children, we have an Advecate to cur 
ti. & ſelves, and he is alſo our Prieſt ; but as he is a 
, | Prieſt, he is not ours only, but maketh, as ſuch, a- 
in, © mends for all that (hall be ſav'd. Ihe Elect there- 
it © fore have the Lord Jeſus for their Advocate then, 
A- & when they are by Calling put among the Chi!- 
\d- 2 dren, becaule as Advocate he is entirely the Chil- 
drens; My little Children, we have an Advocate, 
Object. But he alſo ſaith, If any man ſin, we 
. bade an Advocate; any man that ſinneth ſeems ly 
the Text, netwithſt anding what jou fay, to have an 
Advocate with the Father. 

| Anf. By any min muſt not be meant any of the 
World, nor any of the Elect, but any man in Fauh 
„ and Grace ; for he ſtill limits this general term 
al- CL man] with this reſtriction [we]: Children, 
ure | if any man ſin, we hade an Advocate, Ie, any 
Man of w. Ard this is yet further made appear, 
lince he ſaith, that 'tis to them he writes, not only 
lere here, but further in this Chapter; I write unto 
Ad- e, little Children: I write unto you, Fathers: I 
it to ite unto you, Toungmen, ver. 12,13, 14. Theſe 
re the Perſons intended in the Text, for under 

Pea- 7 
+ as Fheſe three Heads are comprehended all Men for 
 anWÞey are either Children, and ſo Men in Nature, 
Ad- r Youngmen, and ſo Men in Strength; or elle 
D 3 they 
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they are Fathers, and fo aged and of Experience, 
Add to this, by [any Man] that the Apoſtle in- at 
tended not to enlarge himſelf beyond the Perſons fc 
that are in Grace, but to ſupply what was want- F. 
ing by that term [/ietle Children]; for fince they A! 
ſtrongeſt Saint may have need of an Advocate, as} 
well as the moſt feeble of the Flock, why ſhouldf fc 
the Apoſtle leave ir to be fo underſtood, as if the! al 
Children, and they only, had an Intereſt in chat 0 
Ofice > Wherefore after he had laid, My little 
| Children, I write unto you, that ye ſin not, he then 
adds with enlarge ment, F any man ſin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, * et the little Chi! # * 
dren may well be mention d firſt, ſince they moſt 3 tt 
want the knowledge of it, are maſt feeble, and ſo C 
by Sin may be forc'd moſt frequently to act Faith te 
on Chrift, as Advocate: beſides, they are moſt | a 
ready thro) Temptation to queſtion whether they t 
have f good a Right to Chrift in all his Offices as C 
has better and more well-grown Sainrs ; there- 5 C 
fore they, in this the Apoſtle's Saluration, are firſt, Þ 
8 
. 
ti 


{er down, My I:ttie Children, I write unto you, that 
he ſin not: If any Man ſin, we have an Advocate, &c. 
So rhen the Children of God are they who have the 
Lord Jeſus an Advocate for 'em with the Father.) ©: 
Firſt, Since then the Children have Chriſt for 8 
their Advocate, Art thou a Child? Art thou be- F 
gotten of God by his Word ? Fam. 1.18. Haſty tl 
thou in thee the Spirit of Adeprion ? Gal. 4. 6. 
Canſt thou in Faith ſay Father, Father, ro God? © 
Then is Chriſt chy Advocate, wow to appear in the} 
preſence of Cod before thee, Heb. 9.24. to appear * 
there, and to plead there, in the face of the Court 4 
of Heaven for rhee, to plead there againſt thine 8 
Ad verſary, Whoſe Accuſations are dreadful, whole 


Sub- 


of Teſus Chriſt, 5 
Subtilty is great, whoſe Malice is inconceivable; 
and whoſe Rage is intolerable; to plead there be- 
fore a juſt God, a righteous God, be fore whoſe 
Face thou wouldſt die if thou was to ſliev! thy ſelf 
and at his Bar to plead thy own Cauſe, Bur, 

Secondly, There is a difference in Children, 
{ome are bigger than ſome ; there are Children, 
and little Children; My little Children, I write un- 
to you. Little Children ; ſome of the little Chil- 
dren can neither ſay Father, nor ſo much as know 
that they themſelves arc Children, 

This is true in Nature, and ſo it is in Grace: 
Wherefore notwithſtanding what was ſaid under 
the firſt Head, it doth not follow, that if I be a 
Child I muſt certainly know it, and alſo be ab'e 
to call God Father. Let the firſt then ſerve to poiſe | 
and balance the confident ones, and let this be for | 
the relief of thoſe more fecble ; for they that are 
Children, whether they know ir or no, have Jeſus | 
Chriſt for their Advocate, for Chriſt is aflign'd to 
be our Advocate by the Judge, by the King, by 
our God and Father, tho' we have not known it, 
Trac, at preſent there can come from hence to 
them that are thus concern'd in the Advocareſhi 
of Chriſt but little Comfort, bur yer it yields em 
great Security; the) have an Advocate with the 
Father ,Feſus Cho i/t the riahteous, God knows this, 
the Devil feels this, and he Children ſhall have | 
the comfort of it atterwards, I ſay, the time is 
coming when they ſhall know, that even then, 
when they knew it not, they had an Advocate with | 
the Father; an Advocate who was neither lothy 
afraid, nor aſham'd ro plead for their Defence a- 
gainſt the proudeſt Foe. 

And will not this when they know it, yield 'em 
D 4 Com- 
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comfort? Doubtleſs it will, yea, more, and of a 
better kind than that which flows from the know- 
iedze that one is born to Crowns and Kingdoms. 

Again: : AS he is an Advocate for the Children, 


ſo be is alſo, as before was hinted, for the ſtrong | 
and e,xperienc'd; for no itrengrh in this World ſe— 


cureth from the Rage of Hell, nor can any Expe- 
rience White we are here fortifie us againſt his at- 
laults. There is alſo au incidency in the beſt to (in, 
and the bigger man, the bigger the fall, for the more 

hurt, the greater damage. Wherefore 'tis of as ab- 
lure neceſſity that an Advocate be provided for 
the ſtrong as for the weak, Any man; he that is 
moſt hoy, moſt refurm'd, moſt refin'd, and moſt 
purified, may as ſoon be in the Dirt as the weak 
elt Chriſtian ; and, fo far as I can lice, Satan's de- 


Gon is againſt them meſt; I am ſure the greateſt 


Sins have been committed by the biggeſt Saints, for 
this way-faring Man came to David's Houſe, and 
when he ſtood up againſt Vrae he provoked David 
to number the People, 2 Sam. 12.4, 7. 1 Chr. 21. 1. 
waerefore they have as much need of an Advocate 


as the youngeſt and feebleſt of the Flock, What | 


a inind had he to try a fall with Perer ? and how 
quickly did he break the Neck of Fulas ? The 
like, without doubt, he had done to Feter, had not 
jeſus, by (ſtepping in, prevented, As long as Sin is 
is in our fleſh, there is danger. Indeed he ſaith of 
the young men, that they are ſtrong, and that they 
hade overcome the wicked one 5 but he does not ſay 
they have k;/ 4 hmm: As long as the Devil is a- 
live there is danger, and tho' a ſtrong Chriſtian 
may be too hard for, and may overcome him in 
ene thing, he may be too hard for, yea, and may 
overcome him two for one afterwards, 'I hus he 


ſerv'd 
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ferv'd David, and thus he ſerv'd Peter, and thus he 
in our day has ſerv'd many more. The flrongeſt 
are weak, the wiſeſt are Fools, when ſuffer'd to be 


? fifred as Wheat in Satan's Sicve ; yea, and have 


often been ſo proved, to the wounding of their 


great Hearts, and the diſhonour of Religion. 


mat, & 


GI. 


To conclude this : God, of his mercy, hath 
ſufficientſy declar'd the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſan- 
tified, as well as for the leaſt, weakeſt, and moſt 
feeble Saint, an Advocate, My little Child en, I 
write unto you that you /in not; and if any man ſin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt 
the righteous. 

Obj. But ſome may object, That what has been 
faid as to diſcovering for mh Chriſt is an Advacate, 
has been too general, and therefore would have me 


come more to particulars, eſſe they can pet no comfort. 


Arſ. Well, enquiring Soul, ſo I will, and there- 
fore hearken to what | lay. 
Firſt, wouldft thou know whether Chriſt is 


--th.ne Advocate or no? J ask, Haſt thonentertain'd 
him lo to be? When men have Suits of Law de- 


pending in any of the King's Courts above, they 
entertain their Attorut or Advocate to plead their 
Caule, and ſo he pleads for them. 

| (ay, haſt thou entertain'd Jeſus Chriſt for thy 
Lawyer, to plead thy Cauſe ?- Plead n) Cauſe, O 


65d, faid David, P/al 35.1. and again, Lord, plead 
| thou my cauſe Pf. 43. 1. This therefore is the firlt 
thing that I would propound to thee ; Haſt thou 


with David entertain'd him for thy Lawyer, or 
with good Hezekzah cried out, O Lord, I am op- 
prefſed, undertake for anc, Ia. 38. 14. wha: ſay'ſt 
ton, Soul? Haſt thou been with him, and pray'd 
him to plead thy Cauſe, and cried unto him to un- 
5 de ta 
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dertake for thee > This I call entertaining hin to 
| be thy Advocate. And I chuſe to follow the Simi- 
litude, both becauſe the . gee ſeems to ſmile 


upon ſuch a way of diſcourſe, and becauſe the 


Queſtion doth naturally lead me to it. Wherefore 


I ask again, Haſt thou been with him? Haſt thou 


entertain'd him, or deſir'd him to plead thy Cauſe ? 


Queſt, Thou wilt [ay unto me, How ſhould I hnow 


that I have done ſo ? 


Anſ. IT atiwer,. Art thou ſenſible that thou haſt | 
an Action commenc'd againſt thee in that high | 


Court of Juſtice that is above ? I ſay, Art thou 


ſenſible of this? for the Defendants (and all God's 


People are Defendants) do nor uſe to entertain 


fore the God of Heaven. If thou ſayſt yea, then 
I ask,who told thee that thou ſtand'ſt accus'd for 
Tranſgrefiion before the Judgment- ſeat of God? 
I ſay, who told thee fo ? Hath the Holy Ghoſt, 
hath the World, or hath thy Conſcience ? for no- 
thing elſe, as I know of, can bring ſuch tidings 
to thy Soul. 

Again; Haſt thou found a failure in all others 
that might have been entertain'd to plead thy 
Cauſe? Some make their Sighs, their fears, their 
Prayers, and their Reformations their Advocates, 
Haft thou try'd theſe, and found 'em wanting ? 

Haſt thou ſeen thy fare to be deſperate, if the 
Lord Jeſus doth not undertake to plead thy cauſe; 
for jeſus is not entertain'd fo long as Men can 
make ſhifc wichour him: Bur when it comes to 
this point, I periſh for ever, notwithſtanding rhe 
he! p of all, if the Lord Jeſus ſteps not in; then Lord 
Jeu, good Load Feſus, undertake for me. 1 

Ha 


heir Lawyers, but from knowledge that an Acti- 
on either is or may be commenc'd againſt em be- 


laſt 
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Haſt thou therefore been with Jeſus Chriſt as 


concern'd in thy Soul, as hearti, concern'd, a- 
bour the Action that thou perceiveſt ro be com- 
menc'd againſt rhee ? 
Queſt. Nou will ſay, How ſhould I know that ? 
Anſ. I anſwer, Haſt thou well confider'd the 


nature of the Crime wherewith thou ſtandeſt 


charg'd at the Bar of God? Haſt thou alſo con- 


i ſider d the juſtneſs of the Judge? Again I ask, 


Haſt thou confider'd what truth, as to matter of 
Fact, there is in the things whereof thou ſtandeſt 


accus'd? Alſo haſt thou confider'd the cunning, 


the malice and diligence of thine Adverſary, with 
the greatneſs of rhe loſs thou art like ro ſuſtain? 


1 Shouldſt thou with Ahab (in the Book of Kings) : 


i Kin. 22, 17, to 23. or With the Hy pocrites in 
Iſaiah 6. 1, to 10, have the Verdict of the Lord 
God gone our from theThrone againſt rhee? I ask 
thee theſe eons, becauſe if thou art in the 
knowledge of theſe things to ſee, or if thou art 
not deeply concern'd about the greatneſs of the 
damage that will certainly overtake thee, and that 
for ever, (ſhouldſt thou be indeed accus'd before 
God, and have none to plead thy Cauſe) thou 
haſt not, nor canſt nor, let what will come upon 
thee, have been with Jetas Chriſt ro plead thy 
Cauſe ; and fo, let thy Caſe be never ſo deſpe- 
rate, thou „gane alone, and hajt no Helper, Fob 
30. 13. chat, 9. 13. or if thou haſt, chey not being 
the Advocates of God's appointing, muſt needs 
fall with thee, and with thy burden. Wherefore 
coniider of this {ertoully, and return thy Anſwer 
to God, who can rell if Truth ſha!! be found in 
thy Anſwers better by far than any, for 'tis he 
that trys rhe Rein, and the Heart, and therefore 
to him 1 refer thee, Bur, Se- 
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Secondly, Wouldſt thou know whether Jeſus 
Chriſt is thine Advocate? Then I ask again, Haſt 
thou revealed thy Cauſe unto him ? | ſay, Haſt thou 
desc t Cauſe unto him? for he that goes to 
Law for his Right, muſt not only go to a Law- 
yer, and ſay, Sir, I am in trouble, and am to have 
a Tryal at Law with mine Enemy, pray under- 
take my Cauſe ; bur he muſt alſo reveal to his 
Lawyer his Cauſe : He muſt go to him, and tell 
him what is the matter, how things ſtand, where 
the Shoe pinches, and ſo. 

Thus did the Church of old, and thus doth 
every true Chriſtian now; for tho' nothing can 
be bid from him, yet he will have things our of 


thine own Mouth; he will have thee to reveal thy 


matters unto him, Matt. 20. 32. O Lord of Hoſts, 
laid Jeremy, that judzeſt righteofly, and tryeft the 
Reins and the Heart, let me ſee thy Vengeance upon 
them, for unto thee have 1 reveal'd my Cauſe, ſer. 


11. 20. And again, But, O Lord of Hoſt s,that try'/t 


ene righteors, and ſceſt the Reins and the Heart, let 
me ſce thy Vengeance on them, for unto thee have 1 
opened my Cauſe, Chap. 20.12, Seeſt thou heie 
how Saints of old were wont to do; how they did 
not only in a general way entreat Chriſt ro plead 
their Cauſe, bur in a particular Way go to him 
and reveal or cpen their Cauſe unto him ? | 

O ris cxcelieur to tchold how ſome Sinners 
will do this when they get Chriſt and themſelves 


in a Cloſer alone; when they upon their Knees 


Rn 


F . 1 r 32 
are pouring gut their Souls before him; or, like 


the Woman in the Goſpel, telling him all the truth. 
GC Lerd, fauh the Soul, I am cemt to thee upon an 


ef Buſigeſs; [ am arreſted by Satan, the Bal 


war my 0724 Conſcience, and I om lit to le accus & 
t. ſere le Fadz ment feat of GD, my oaloaticn lis 
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at ſtate, I am queſtion d for my Inte reſt in Heaven; 
Jam afraid of the Fudge, my Heart condemns me, 
1 John iii. 20. My Enemy is ſubtile, and <vants not 
Malice to proſecute me to Death, and then to Hell: 


6r 


Alſo, Lord, I am ſenſible that the Law is again me, 
for indeed I have horribly ſi nnd, and thus and thus 


have I done: Here Ilie open to Law, and there I 


lie open to Lat; her? I have ziven the Adverſary 
adyantage, and there he will ſurely have a hank a- 
gairft me, Lord, I am diſtreſſed, undertake for me. 
And there are ſome things that thou muſt be ac- 
quainted with about thine Advocate, before thou 
wilt venture to go thus far with him. As, 

1. Thou muſt know him to be a Friend, and 
not an Enemy, to whom thou open'ſt thy Hearr, 
and until thou comeſt to know that Chriſt is a 
Friend to thee, or to Souls in thy condition, thou 
wilt never reveal thy Cauſe unto him, not thy 
whole Cauſe: And "tis from this that ſo many that 


| have Soul-Cauſes hourly depending before the 
* Throne of God, and are in danger every day of eter- 
na] Damnation, forbear ro entertain Jeſus Chriſt 


for their Advocate, and ſo wickedly conceal their 
Matters from him, but he that hideth his fins ſhall 
not profþer, Prov. 28. 13. This therefore muſt 


ritt be believ'd by thee, before thou wilt reveal 
thy Caule unto him. 


* 


a * 


A Man, when his Eſtate is calPd in que- 


| ffion, (I mean his Right ard Title thereto) will 
| be very cautions, 'ſpecially if he allo queſtions his 


lire to it himſelf, ro whom he reveals that Afe 
fair; he muſt know him to be one that is not on- 
ly friendly, but faithful, ro whom he reveals ſuch 
a Secret as this. Why, thus it is with Chriſt and 
ihe Soul if the Soul is not ſomewhar perſwaded 
G! the faithfulneſs of Chriſt, ro wit, that if he can 


do 


——— — 
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do him no geod, he will do him no harm, he will 
| never reveal his Cauſe unro him, bur will ſeek 


q to hide hu Counſel from the Lord. This therefore is 


=> 


another thing by which thou maiſt know thou haſt 


Chriſt for thy Advocate, if thou haſt heartily and 


in very deed revea/'d thy Cauſe unto him, 


Now they that do honeſtly reveal their Cauſe 


to their Lawyer, will endeavour to poſſeſs him, as 


I hinted before, with the worſt ; they will with 


Words make it as bad as they can, for(rhink they) | 


by that means I ſhall prepare him for rhe worit 
that my Enemy can do. And thus Souls deal 


with Jeſus Chriſt ; ſee P/a/. 51. & 38. with ſeve- | 


ral others that might be nam'd, and ſee if God's 


People have not done ſo. I/aid (ſaith David) that 


I would confeſi my Tranſyreſſims againſt my ſelf,and | 


thou forgaveſt the Iniquity of my Sin. But, 


{ Thirdly, Haſt thou Jeſus Chriſt for thy Advo- |! 
| cate? or, Wouldſt thou know if thou haſt ? Then þ 
I ask again, Haſt thou committed thy Cauſe to bim? 
When a Man retains his Lawyer to ſtand for him 
and plead his Cauſe, he doth nor only reveal, but : 
commirs his Cauſe ro him. I would ſee K unto him, | i 
ſays Eliphaz to Fob, and unto him would I commit |: 
my Cauſe, Job 5. 8. Now there is difference be- At 
rwixt revealing my Cauſe and committing it to a | 
Man: To reveal my Cauſe, is to open it ro one; 
and to commit it to him, is to truſt it in his hand. 
Many a Man will reveal his Cauſe to him unto i 


whom he will yer be afraid ro commit it; bur he 
that retains a Lawyer to plead his Cauſe doth not 
only reveal, but commit his Cauſe unto him: As, 
ſuppoſe Right to his Eſtate be cail'd in queſtion, 
why then he not only reveals his Cauſe to his 
Lawyer, but puts into his hands his Evidences, 
Deeds, 
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| Deeds, Leaſes, Mortgages, Bonds, or what elſe he 
« | hath to ſhew a Title to his Eſtate. And thus doth 
s | Chriſtians deal with Chriſt; they deliver up all 
t to him, to wir, all their Evidences, Promiſes, and 
1 Affurances which they have thought they had for 
Hear en and the Salvation of their Souls, and have 
e | deſired him to peruſe, to ſearch and iry'em every 
1s | one, Hal. 139. 23. And if there be Ini quity in me, 
h | lead me in the way ever / aſting. This is commit- 
y) ting of thy Cauſe to Chriſt, and this is the hardeſt 
it | task of all, for the Man thar doth thus, truſteth 
al Chriſt wich all; and it implieth, that he will live 
e- | and die, ſtand and fall, loſe and win according as 
„s Chriſt manages the butinefs. Thus did Paul, 2 Tim. 
4t 1. 12. and thus Peter admoniſhes us to do. 
nd 1 he that doth this muſt be convinced, 
I. Of che Ability of Jeſus Chriſt ro defend him, 
o- A | for a Man will not commit ſo great a Concern as 
his AY is to his Friend, no, nor to his Friend, be 
n? be never ſo faithful, if he perceives not in him 
_ Ability to ſave him, and to preſerve what he hath 
JU © againſt all the Cavils of an Enemy. And hence it 
im, is that the Ability of Jeſus Chriſt, as to the ſaving 
nit af his People, is fo much inſiſted on in the Scrip- 
_ ture; as, I have laid Help pon one bat Ks mighty, 
7 Plal. 89. 19, N in righteouſnef, mighty 
ne; | to ſave, Ha. 63. 1. And again, I will ſend them a 
ind. Saviour, and a great one, Chap. 19. 20. 
into 2. As they mult be convinc'd of his Ability to 
t he he! Ys em, ſo they muſt of his Courage; a man that 
not has Parts ſufficient may yet fail of his Friend for 
As, N Wwant of Courage, w here fore the courage and great- 
tion, ſcſi of Cirif?'s Spirit, as to the uncerraking of the 
his Cauſe of his People, is alſo amp!y ſer out in Scri- 


nces, Ipture, He ſhall not fail, nor be diſcourag'd, until 
eeus, he 
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| he hath fet Fudgment in the Earth, until he hath 
brought Fudgment to ViRory, Iſa. 42.4. Mat.12.20, 


Courage ſufficient, yer if he is not willing to un- 


| boiled them, Prov. 22. 23. 


1 becauſe of this? 
ply for thy Defects in him ſeif, and knowerh what 


the Mother's Lap, but cannot ſlew its Mother 
Where the Pin 1s, bur there is Pity enough in the 


Where the Pi 18, 


W1:;-provide h. Remedy. 

5. O, but wi he not be weary? The Pr ophet 
comp'ains of ſome, that they weary God, Ila. 7. 13, 
and mine u a very croſs and intricate Cauſe, I have 
we a- 


3. They muſt alſo be convinc'd of his Wiling- | 
neſt to do this for em; for tho one be able. and o 


dertake one's Cauſe, what is it the better ? where- | 
fore he declareth his Willingneſs alſo, and how | 
ready he is ro ſtand up to plead the Cauſe of the 
Poor, and them that are in want; The Lord will | 
plead their Cauſe, and ſpail the Soul of thoſe that 


| 4. They muſt alſo be convinc'd of this, Thar | 
Chriſt is render, and will not be offended at the 
dulnels of his Client, Some Men can revea! their 

Cauſe to their Lawyers better than ſome, and are 
more ſerviceable and handy in that Affair than 
others: But, ſaich the Chriſtian, I am dull and E 
ſtupid that way, will not Chriſt be very fhy of me | 
Honeſt Heart, he hath a ſup-“ 


thou wanteſt, and where the Shoe pinches, tho' 
thou art not able diſtinctly ro open matters to him. NA 
The Child is prick'd with a Pin, and lies crying in] 


With 
| Mother to ſupply this Defect of the Child, where- defe 
fore ſhe undreſſes it, opens it, ſearches every Clout] 
from Head to Foot of the Child, and thus finds 
Thus will thy Lawyer do, he 
| Will {earch and find out thy Difficulties, and where 
| Satan leek-rh an Advantage of thee, accordingly | 
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| wearied many a good Man while I have been telling 
wy Tale to him, and I am afraid that I ſhall alſo 
„ Þ wcary Feſws Chriſt. | 
e Anſw, Soul, he ſuffer'd and did bear with the 
+ Manners of I/rael forty Years in the Wilderneſs, 


= Acta 13.18. and haſt thou try'd bim halt ſo long? 
w þ 1he goud Souls that have gone before thee have 


he f found him a try'd Stone, a lure one to be depend» 
/ ed on as to this, and the Prophet faith pofitively, 
Ia. 28. 16. that He fainteth not, neither u wearied, 
and that ere * no ſearching of hu Underſtanding, 
Chap. 40. 28. Let all thefe things prevail with 
he thee to believe, that if thou haſt committed thy 
ai. Cauſe unto him, he will bring it to paſs, to a good 
pa f, to ſo good a pals as will glorifie God, honour 

Cbriſt, ſave thee, and ſhame the Devil. 
> Fourthly, Wouldſt thou know whether Jeſus 
> Chriſt is thine Advocate, whether he has taken in 
band to plead thy Cauſe # Then I ask, Doſt thou 
together with What has been mention'd before, 
walt upon him according to h Cou';ſel, till things 
Pall come to à legal iſſue? Thus muſt Clients do, 
** 1 here 15 a great many turnings and windings a- 
Nee bout Suits and Tryals at Law, the Enemy alſo, 
4 wich his Superſedeas, Cavi's, and Motions, often 
defers a ſpeedy Iſſue, wherefore the Man whole 
the Concern is, muſt wait; as the Prophet faid, I 
wy will looe(ſaid he) unto the Lord, Iwill wait for the 
Cod of my Saivition, But how long, Prophet, wilt 
thou wait? Why, ſays he, until he plead my Cauſe, + 
ud execute Judgment for me, Mic. 7.7, 8, 9, 10. 
Perhaps when thy Cauſe is try'd things for the 
relent are upon this Iſſue; thy Adv erſary indeed 
caſt, but whether thou ſkalr have an abſolute 
Dilcharge, as Peter had, or a conditional one, as 
| Da- 


, he 


phet 
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David, 2 Sam. 12.10, 11, 14/ and as the Corinft 17; 
#bians had, that's the Queſtion. True, thou ſhalt 
be compleatly ſav'd at laſt, but yet whether 'tis not w. 
beſt ro leave thee a Memento of God's Diſpleaſureſ Io 
at thy Sin, by awarding, that the Sword ſhall nee} in 
depart from thy Houſe, or that ſome {ore Sicknek 
or other Diſtreſſes ſhail haunt thee as long as thouf thi 
liveſt, or perhaps that thou ſhalt walk without tief fer 
light .of God's Countenance for ſeveral Nears and for 
Day. Now, if any of theſe three things happen to in 
rhee, thou muſt exerciſe Patience, and wait; thuÞ ke 
did David, I waited patiently ; and again he exerÞ de 
ciſes his Soul in this Virtue, ſaying, My Soul, waitÞ ke: 
ebou only upon him, for my Expectation u from him thy 
Pſal. 62. 5. For new we are judged of the Lor d, that gg 
we may not be condemn'd with the World: And byy 
this Judgment, tho' it ters us free from their dam} fur 
nation, yet we are involv'd in many troubles, and mc 
perhaps muft wait many a Day before we ca tha 
know that (as to the main) the Verdict hath gord Aff 
on our ſide. Thus therefore, in order to thy waiÞ wa 
ting on him without fainting, it is meet that tho lia 
fhouldſt know the Methods of him chat manage „en 
thy Cauſe for thee in Heaven; and ſuffer not D he 
ſtruſt to break in and bear {way in thy Soul, fc wi 
he will ar length bring thee forth to the light, an the 
thou ſkalt bebold his Righteouſneſs. $ he alſo tat # the 
thine Enemy ſhall ſee it, and Shame ſhall cover be, 
that ſaid unto thee, Where is thy God ? con 
Obj. But what is it to wait upon him accordin ſen; 
to his Ccunſel : wil 
Anſ. 1. To wait, is to be of good courage, to li let 
in expeQation, and to look for Deliverance, tho ſay, 
thou haſt ſinned agaiuſt thy God: Mait on e 
Lor d, be of good courage, and he ſhall nn 1 
ear 
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Heart: Tait, I ſay, on the Lord, Plal. 27. 14. 
hall 2. To wait upon him is, to keep his way, to 
not walk humbly in his appointments : : Wait on the 
ſure Lord, and keep his way, and he ſhall exalt thee to 
feel inherit the Land, Pſal. 37. 3. 
nek® 3. To wait upon him, is to obſerve and keep 
houf thoſe Directions which he giveth thee ; to ob- 
tie ferve, even while he ſtands up ro plead thy Cauſe, 
14 for without doing this, a man may marr his Cauſe 
en ic in the hand of him that is to plead it; wherefore 
my keep far from an evil matter, have no correſpon- 
dence with thy Enemy, walk humbly for the wic- 
with kedneſs thou haſt committed, and loath and abhor 
him thy ſelf for it in Duſt and Aſhes. To theſe things 
that N doth che Scripture every where direct us. 
by, 4. To wait is to incline, to hearken to thoſe: 
lam further Directions thou maiſt receive e hs 
ani] mouth of thine Adv ocate, as to any freſh matters 
cad that may forward and expedite a good Iſſue of thy 
gong affair in the Court of Heaven, The want of this 
wal was the reaſon that rhe Deliverance of Vael did 
tho linger fo long : O (ſays he) that my people had hear- 
age Be to me, and Iſrael had wall'd in my ways! T 
t D. 0 ſoon have ſubdued their Enemies, and turned 
fe mine Hand ag ainſt their Adverſaries. The haters of 
ani the Lord ft ould ſoon have ſubmitted themſelves, but 
ait heir time ſhould have endured for ever, P\.81.13. 
be 5. Alfo if it tarry long, wait for it; do not 
| conclude that thy Caule is loft, becauſe ar pre- 
dinꝗ ſent thou doſt not hear from Court. Cry if thou 
wilt, O when wilt thou come unto me? bur never 
0 li ler ſuch a wicked Thought paſs thro' thy Heart, 
, tho ſaying, This Evil is of the Lord, why ſhould 1 wait 
1 ti upon the Lord any longer ? 2 Kin, 6. 33. 
n 6. But take heed chat thou turn not thy wait- 
cart ing 


in- 
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ing into ſleeping ; wait thou muſt, and wait ps. 
tiently too, but yet wait with much longing and 
earneſtneſs of Spirit, to ſee or hear how matters 
go above. You may obſerve, that when a Man} ,;: 
that dwells far down in the Country, and has! 
{ome Buſineſs at the Term, in this or ancrher off 
the King's Courts, tho' he will wait his Lawyer's| 
time and convenience, yet he will-lo wait as ſtill ng 
to enquire at the Poſthouſe, or at the Carriers, orÞ 
if a Neighbour comes down from Term, at his 
mouth, for Letters or any other Intelligence, that 
he may know how his Cauſe went, whether he ot 
his Adverſary had the better. Thus thou muſt 
wait upon thy Adyocate : His Ordinances ate his 
Poſt houſe, his Minifters his Car? iers, where ridings; 
from Heaven are to be had, and where thofe that 
are ſued in that Court by the Devil may, at- one 

time or other, hear from their Lawyer, their Ad- 
vocate, how things are like ro go. Wherefore, ] 
ſay, walt at the Poſts of Wiſdom's Houſe, go to 
Ordirances with expectation to hear from thy Ad- 
vecate there; for He will ſend in due time; tho ith 
tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, and] 
will not tarry, Hab. 2. 1,2, 3. And now, Soul, II 
have anſwered thy Requeſt, and let me hear what] 
thou ſayſt unto me. | 

Soul. Truly, ſays the Soul, methinks that by 
what you have ſaid, I may have this bleſſed Je- 

ſus to be my Advocate, for 1 think verily I have 
retain'd him to be my Advocate; I have allo, 
reveal'd my Caule unto him, yea, committed 
both it and my ſelf unto him ; and, as you ſay, I 
wait, Oh, I wait! and my Eyes fail with looking 
upward, Fain would I hear how my Soul ftand-.: 
eth in the Sight of God, and whether my Sins 
(Which 
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which I have committed ſince Light and Grace 
a. was given unto me) be by my Advocate taken 
nde of the Hand of the Devil, and by my Ad vo- 
erScare remov'd as far from me as the Ends of the 
lan Earth are aſunder; whether the Verdict has gone 
naSYon my fide, and what a Shout there was amon 

of the Angels when they ſaw it went well with me! 
er But alas! I have waired, and that a long time, 
till fand have, as you adviſe, ran from Ordinance to 
ot Miniſter, and from Miniſter to Ordinance, or (as 
his ou phraſe it) from the Poſt to the Carrier, and 
hatſfrom the Carrier to the Poſthouſe, ta ſee if I could 


ot ear ought from Heaven, how matters went a- 
\wltBpour my Soul there. I have ailo asked thoſe that 
bis pals by the way, if they ſaw him whom my Soul le- 
ne &eth, and if they had any thing ro communicate 
bat o me, but nothir.g can I get or find but generals, 
Ones, that I,have an Advocate there, and that he 
Ad. A plcadeth the Cauſe of his People, and that he will 


e. hroughly plead their Cauſe, but what he has done 
to or me, of that as yet I am ignorant. I doubr, if 
Ad- Iny Scul all by him be effectually ſecur d, that 
0 ger a conditional Verdict will be awarded con- 
and erning me, and that much Bitter will be mix'd 
al, | Mith my Sweet, and that I muſt drink Gal/ and 
Mirmwced for my Folly; tor if David, Aſa, He xc- 
iah, and ſuch good Men, were ſo ſerv'd for their 
'| ins, 2 Chiron. 10. 75 12. why thould I lock for QO- 
er dealing ar the hand of God ? Bur as to this, 
will endeavour to bear the Indipnation of theLord 
eciuſe I have ſinned ag ainſt him, Iſa. 39. 3,8. and 
| al] Count it an infinite Mercy, if this Judgment 
25, dies to me from him, t I may net be condemm d 


king e NHyrid, 1 Cor. 11. 32. 1 know it is dread- 
1 | walking in darkneſs, but if that alſo ſhall be 
$ 


the 
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the Lord's Lor fipon me, I pray God I may have 
Faith enough to ſtay upon him till Death, andF 
then will the Clouds blow over, and I ſhall ſee Ch 
him in the light of the Living. ſo, 
My Enemy the Devil, as you ſay, is of an in- co 
veigling remper, and tho' he has accus'd me be- Nueſ 
fore the Judgment. ſeat of God, yet when he comes | ady 
to me at any time, he glavers and flatters as if juſt 
he never did mean me harm; but I think it is fre) 
that he may get further Advantage againſt me: thy 
Bur I carry it now at a greater diſtance than for- haſt 
merly ; and, O that Iwas at the remoteſt diſtance] cov 
not only from him, but alſo from that (elf of mine þ hov 
that laboureth with him for my undoing ! pro 
But altho' I ſay theſe things now, and to you, fior 
yet I have my ſolitary hours, and in them I have ons 
other ſtrange Thoughts, for thus I think, my cane thy 
is bad, I have ſinned, and have been vile; Tam a- thy 
ſham'd my ſelf of mine own doings, and have gi-Þ gro 
ven mine Enemy the beſt end of the Staff; the] Do: 
Law, and Reaſon, and my Conſcience, plead for f nct 
him againſt me, and all is true he puts into his Þ £60 1 
Charge againſt me, that 1 have ſinned more times in! 
than there be Hairs on my Head ;.] know not any ard 
thing that ever I did in my life, but it had flaw or] bas 
wrinkle or pot, or ſome ſuch thing in it; mine Þ $0! 
Eyes have ſeen Vileneſs in the beſt of my doings, 
hat then,think you, muſt God needs ſee in them? hm 
Nor can I do any thing yer, for all I know that [ 
am acculed by my Enemy before the Judgment- He. 
ſeat of God, better than what already is imper- HPO 
fect. I lie down in my ſhame, and my Confuſion co- © 
vers my Face: I bave jin'd, what ſhall I do unto thee, N- 
O thou preſerver of Men? Jer. 3. 24, 25. Fob 7.20, 
Reply. Well Sou!, L have heard what thou ny 
ald, 
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ve (aid, and if all be true which thou haſt ſaid, it is 
nd good, and gives me ground of Hope, that Jeſus 
ſee Þ Chriſt is become thine Advocate; and if that be 

ſo, no doubt bur thy Tryal will come to a good 
in- Þ concluſion. And be not afraid, becauſe of the Holi- 
Ye- Beſs of God, for thine Advocate has this for his 
nes] advantage, that he pleads before a judge that is 
ik juſt, and againſt an Enemy that is unholy and 
t is rejected. Nor let the thoughts of the badneſs of 
thy Cauſe terrifte thee overmuch, Cauſe thou 
* haſt indeed ro be humble, and thou doſt well to 


provided it comes not by renew'd acts of Rebel- 
ou, ſion, but thro? a ſpiritual Gghr of thy imperfecti- 
ave ons; only let me advile thee here to ſtop, let not 
ſe thy ſhame, nor thy ſelf-abaſing apprehenſion of 
1 a-Þthy ſelf, drive thee from the firm and permanent 
gi-P ground of Hope, which is the Promiſe, and the 
the] Doctrin of an Advocate with the Father; no, let 
for net the apprehenſion of the badneſs of thy Cauſe 
his Edit, for as much as he did never yet take Cauſe 
mc: in hand that was good, perfectly gocd of it ſelf; 
any Þard kis Exceliency is, to make a man ſtand that 
p or bas a bad Cauſe, yea, he can make a bad Cauſe 
tine ge, in a way of Juſtice and Righreouſnets. 
nge, And for thy further encouragement in this 
em? matter, I will here bring in the fourth chief head, 
at Io Wit, to ſhew what excellent Privilege ( 
ent- Imcan over and above what has already been 
per- poke of) they have that are made partakers of the 
co-Neueſit of this Office, If any man ſin, we hade an Ad- 
hee, Pecate with ite Father, Fefus Chriſt the Rinhteous. 
. 20. Priv. 1. Thy Advocate pleads to a piice paid, 
haſt Nc a Prepitiation made, and this is a great advan 
ſald, tage: 
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tage: Yea, he pleads to a Satisfaction made fot 5s 
all wrongs done, or to be done, by his Elect, for ye 
by one Offering he hath perfected for ever them that ¶ fie: 
are ſanttified, Heb. x. 10, 14. & 9. 26. By one I he 
Offering, that is, by the Offering of himſelf ; by] an 
one Offering once offer'd, once offer'd in the end rh 
of the World. This, I ſay, thy Advocate pleads, Þ of 
When Satan brings in freſh Accuſations for more þ is t 
Tranſgreflions againſt the Law of God, he forces | nec 
nor Chriſt ro ſhffr his firſt PIC a, I ſay, he puts him and 
not to hu ſhifts at all, tor the Price once paid, has int 
in it ſufficient Value (would GOD impure it toÞ 
that end) to take away the Sin of the Whole] pre 
World. There is a Man that hath Brethren, he is! 
rich, and they are poor, (and this is the Caſe be- Boy 
twixt Chriſt and us) and the rich Brother goeth #alſe 
to his Father, and faith, Thou art related to : 
Brethren with me, and out of my Store, I pray thee, wil 
let them have ſufficient, and for thy ſaitiraRion I tiot 
will put into thy hand the whole of what I have, ff yea 
which perhaps u worth an Hundred tbouſand Poundiſ int 
by the Tear ; and this other Sum I alſo give, thats £5 
they be not d ſinherited. Now will not this laſt his vat! 
poor Brethren ro live upon a great while? But the 


- Chriſt's Worth can never be drawn dry. © Salt 


Now ſer the Caſe again, that ſome 7//-condi-Pverr 
tion'd Man ſhould rake notice that theſe poor menPther 
live all upon the ſpend, (and Saints do ſo) andided 
ſnould come to the good mans Houſe, and com-FPrie 

lain to him of the ſpending of his Sons, and thatÞway 
while their eider Brother ſtands by, what do youſÞtoc 
think the elder Brother would reply, if he was aß Hake 
good-natured as Chriſt > Why he would lay, Hing 
have yet with my Father in ſtare for my Brethren; ing 
Sher efere then ſcebeſt then ro frop his hand ? Alen 
* | p 


of Teſus Chriſt. 73 


fot 3s juſt, be muſt give them for their Conveniency ; 
fot yea, and as for their Extravagancies, I have ſatis- 
hat ¶ fied for them ſo well, that however he affiits them, 
"ne he will not diſinherit them. I hope you will read 
by] and hear this, not like them that ſay, let us do evil 
end that good may come, but like thoſe whom the love 
ds, of Chriſt conſtrains to be better: however, this 
ore is the Childrens Bread, that which they have 
ces] need of, and without which they cannot live; 
um and they muſt have it, tho' Satan ſhou'd put Pins 
has into it therewith to choak the Dogs. 
to] And for the further clearing of this, I will 
1ole\ preſent you with theſe few Conſiderations : 
eis, 1. Thoſe that are moſt ſanctiſied, have yet a 
be- Body of Sin and Death in them, Rem. 7. 24. and ſo 
zeth alſo it will be while they continue in this World. 
m2. This Body of Sin ſtrives to break our, and 
hee, will break our, to the polluting of the Converſa- 
n I tion, (if Saints be not the more watchful) Ch. 6. 12. 
ave, yea, it has broke out in moſt ſad manner, and that 
undi in the ſtrongeſt Saints, Gal. 5. 17. 
that 3. Chriſt offereth no new Sacrifice for the Sal- 
t his vation of theſe his People; for, being raiſed frem 
But the dead, he dies no more, Rom. 6. 9. So then if 
Saints fin, they muſt be ſaved (if ſaved at all) by 
di-Pverrue of the Offering already offer'd ; and if ſo, 
menPthen all Chriſt's Pleas, as an Advccare, are eroun- 
and ded upon that one Offering which before, as a 
-0m-PPrieiſt, he preſented God with, for takirg a- 
that way of Sin. So then Chriſtians live upon this o'd 
you Stock, their Tranſgrefiions arc torgiven for the 
as aPake of the worth that yet God finds in the Offe- 
ay, (Ping that Chriſt hath offer'd. And all Chriſt's Plea- 
„en fings, as an Advocate, are grounded on the ſuffi- 
1s Fiency and worth cf that cne Sacrifice; I mean 
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all his Pleadings with his Father, as to the chary 
which the Acculer brings in againſt them: Fo 
tho' thou art a Man of Infirmiry, and ſo incident 
to nothing as ro ſtumble and fall, if Grace dot 
not prevent (and it always preventeth not) yet the 
value and worth of the Price that was once paid 
for thee is not yet worn out, and Chriſt as an Ad 


vocare ſtill pleadeth (as occaſion is given) thatÞ. 


with ſuccels, to thy Salvation. And this Privileg 
they have who indeed have Chriſt for their Ad 
vocate; and I put it here in the firſt place, be 
cauſe all other do depend upon it. 

Priv. 2. Secondly, Thine Advocate, as he ple: 
deth a Price already paid, ſo, and therefore, 
pleads for hinleif us for thee, We are all concern 
in one bottom, if he ſinks we fink, if we fink bs 


links. Give me leave to make our my meanieg. | 


1. Chriſt pleads the value and vertue of: 
Price of his Blood and Sacrifice for us: And adm 
of this horrible Suppoſition a little for Argume 
lake, That tho' Chriſt pleads the worth of wha 
as Prieſt, he offereth, yet the Soul for whom he! 
pleads periſhes eternally. Now Where lieth ti 
fault ? In Sin, you ſay ; true, but ir is becau 
there was more verrue in Sin ro damn, than the 
was in the Blood pleaded by Chriſt ro ſave 3 fl 
he pleaded his Merit, he put it into the balan 
againſt Sin, but Sin hath weigh'd down the S0 
of the Sinner to Hell, notwithſtanding the weig 
of Merit that he did put in againſt it. Now whal 
the reſult, but that the Advocate goes down, 
well as we, we to Hell, and he in Eſteem 2? whe 
fore, I ſay, he is concern'd with us, his Credit, 
Honour, his Glory and Renown flies all away, 
thoſe for whom he picads as an Advocate pe! 
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for want of worth in his Sacrifice pleaded : Bur 
ſhall this ever be ſaid of Chriſt ; or will it be 
found that any for whom Chriſt as Ad vocate yer 
pleads, periſh for want of worth in the Price, or of 
neglect in the Advocate to plead it? No, no, him- 


id felt is concern'd, and that as to his own Reputa- 


tion and Honour, as io the value and vertue | 


of his Blood, nor will he loſe theſe for want of 


pleading for them concern'd in this Office. 

2. I argue again: Chriſt, as Advocate, muſt 
needs be concern'd in his Plea, for that every one 
for whoſe Salvation he advocares, is his own ; fo 


then if he loſes, he loſes his own, his Subſtance 


and Inherirance. Thus if he loſe the whole, and | 
if he loſe a part, one, any one of his own, he lo- 
ſerch part of his 40, and of his Fulneſs ; wherefore 
we may well think that Chriſt, as Advocate is 
concern'd, even concern'd with his People, and 
therefore will throughly plead their Cauſe. 
Suppoſe a Man ſhould have a Horſe, tho' lame, 
and a piece of Ground, tho' ſomewhat barren, 
yet if any ſhould attempt ro rake theſe away, he 
would not fir {till and fo loſe his own ; No, faith 
he, ſince they are mine own, they ſhall coſt me five 
times more than they are worth, bur I will main- 
rain my right. I have ſeen men ſometimes ſtrong- 
ly engag'd in Law for that which, when well con- 
ſider'd by it ſelf, one would think was not worth 
regarding; but when J have ask'd them, why fo 


concern'd for a thing of ſo little eſteem ? the 


have anſwer'd, O, 'tis ſome of that by which I hold a 
Title of Honour, or my right to a greater Income, and 
therefore 1 will not loſe it. Why thus is Chriſt en- 
gag d; what he pleads for is his own, his AJ, his 


Fuineſs ; yea, tis that by which he holds his Roy- 
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alty, for he is King of Saints, Rev. 15. 3. Joh. 6. 37, 
38, 39. P/al. 16. 5, 6. Tis part of his Eſtate, and 
that by which he holds ſome of his Titles of Ho-] Tu 
nour, Eph. 5.6. Fer. 51. 34. Rom. II. 26, Heb. 2. * 
10. Saviour, Redeemer, Deliverer and Captain are 
ſome of his Titles of Honour; but if he loſeth Þ 
any of thoſe upon whoſe account he wears theſeÞ 9 
Titles of Honour, for want of V-rtve in bis Plea, þ 
or for want of Worth in his Blocd, he loſeth his | 5 
own, and not only ſo, but part of his Royalty, be 
and does alſo diminiſh and lay a blot upon his g/o-P . 
ricus Titles of Honour; and he is jealous of his Ho- FA 
nour, bit Honour he will not give to another. | yy 
| Wherefore he will not (be not afraid) leave] ,: 
nor forſake thoſe who have given themſelves un-“ .. 
to him, and for whom he is become an Advocate? th 
with the Father, ro plead their Cauſe ; even be- , 
cauſe thou art one, one of his own, one by whom] ,, 
he holdeth his glorious Titles of Honour, 15 
Obj. O, but I am but one, and a very ſorry one 
too; and what's one, eſpecially ſuch an one as am x, 
Can there be a miſs of the loſs of ſuch a cn 18 
Anſ. One and one makes two, and ſo ad infini-F 
tum. Chriſt cannot loſe one, but as he may loſeP 3. 
more, and fo in concluſion loſe all; but of all God] ½ 
has given him he will loſe nothing, Foh. 6. 38, 39. Foj 
Befides, ro loſe one, would encourage Saran, diſpa- 38 
rage his own. Wiſdom, make him uncapable off th 
giving in, at the Day of Account, the whole tale, 
to God of rhote that he has given him. Further, x 
this would diſkearten Sinners, and make 'em a- an 
fraid of venturing their Cavie and their Souls in p, 
his hand, and would, as 1 latd before, either prove 
hi. Prepiriation in fume ſenſe ieftectual, or cies fol 
hunſe:t defective in his pleading of it: Bur nor 44 
0! 
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of theſe things muſt be ſuppos'd ; He will through- 
ly plead the Cauſe of his People, Mic. 7. execute 


Judgment for em, bring em out to the Light, 
and cauſe em to behold his Righteouſneſs. 


Priv. 3. Thirdly, The Plea of Satan is proundleſs, 


and chat is another Privilege: for albeit thou haſt 
ſinned, yet ſince Chriſt before has paid thy Debt, 
and alſo paid for more; ſince thou haſt not yet 
run beyond the Price of thy Redemption, it muſt 
be concluded, that Satan wants a good bottom to 


ground his Plea upon, and there fore muſt, in con- 


cluſion, fail of his deſign. True, there is Sin com- 


mitted, there is a Law tranſgreſſed, but there is 
alſo a ſatisfaction for this tranſgreſſion, and that 
which ſuperabounds; ſo tho' there be Sin, yec 
there wants a Foundation for a Plea. Jhu¹ν,jʒMᷣWas 


cloathed with filthy Garments, bur Chriſt had o- 
tber Garments prepared for him, change of Rai- 


ment; wherefore Iniquity, as to the charge of Sa- 


tan, vaniſhes, And the Angel anſwered and ſaid, 
Takes away his filthy Garments from him, | this in- 
timates that there was no ground, no {uficient 
ground for Satan's Charge ;] and to him hs [1id, 
Be bold, I have cauſed thine Iniquity to paſs from 
* thee, and will cloath thee with change of Raiment, 
' Foſh. 3. 4. Now, if there be no ground, no ſound 
and ſufficient ground, to build a Charge againſt 
the Child upon, I mean, as to eternal Condemna- 
tion, for that's the thing contended for; then, as 


I ſaid, Satan muſt fall like lightning to the ground 
and be caſt over the Bar, as a corrnp? and illegal 
Pleader : Bur this is ſo, as in part is prov'd alrea- 
dy, and will be further made out by that which 
follows. They that have indeed Chriſt for thcir 
Advocate, are themſelyes, by vertue of another 
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Law than that againſt which they have ſinned, 
ſecured from rhe Charge that Satan brings in a- 
gainſt em. I granted before, that the Child of 


God has finned, and that there is a Law that con- 


demneth for this Sin ; bur here is the thing, this 


Child is remov'd by an Act of Grace into and un- 
der another La-; For we are not under the Law, 
Rom. 6. 14. & 8. 1. and fo conſequently there is 
now no condemnation for them: wherefore when 
God ſpeaketh ot his dealing with his, he ſaith, Je 
fhall not be by their Covenant, Ezek. 16. 61. that 
is, not by that of the Law, they then being not] 
under the Law, What if a Plea be commenc'd a- 
gainſt them, a Plea for Sin, and they have cem. 
mitted Sin; a Plea grounded upon the Law, and, 
the Law rakes cognizance of their Sin? Vet, I ſay |: 
the Plea wants a good bottom, for that the Perſon 
thus accuſed is put under another Law; hence he 
= ſays, Sin ſhall not have dominion over you, for vu 
are not under the Law. If the Child was under the] 


Law, Satan's charge would be good, becauſe it 
would have a, ſubſtantial ground of ſupport, but 
ſince the Child is dead to the Law, Gal. 2. 16. and 


that alſo dead to him, for both are true, as to 
Condemnation, Rom. 7. 5. how can it be that Sa- 
ran ſhould have a ſufficient ground for his charge] 
tho' he ſhould have Matter of Fact, ſufficient Mat- 


ter of Fact that i Sin ? for by his change of Re- 


lation he is put out of the reach of that Law. 


There is a Woman, a Widow, chat oweth a Sum 
of Money, and ſne is threatned to be ſued for the 
Debt; now what doth ſhe but marry ; ſo when 
the Action is commenc'd againſt her as a Widow 
the Law finds her a married Woman, whar now 
can be done ? Nothing to her, the is not who ſhe 
Was 


Was 


1. 


Debt, he oweth him nothing; and as for what the 


has deliver'd me by Redemption from that Curſe, 
- being made a Curſe for me, Gal. 3. 1.3. 


by Grace, by which alfo I am ſecured from the 
Law, is not a Law of Sin and Death, as that is 
from under which I am brought, Rom. 8. 2. but 


Ts 4 « 


come at me by that Law and by Grace, I am by 
that ſecured alſo from the Hand and Mouth and 
Sting of all other; I mean ſtill as to an eternal 
concern: Wherefore God ſaith, If we break his 
Law, the Law of Works, he will viſit our Sin with 4 


* bis new Covenat, will he not break, Pla. 89 30,r0 37 


nant, and therefore an Advecate by that, for his | 
Prieſtly Office and Advocarefhip are included by 
his Mediation; wherefore when Satan pleads by 
the old, Chriſt pleads by the new Covenant, for 
the fake of which the old one is removed: In that 
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was, ſhe is deliver'd from thar ſtate by her Mar- 
riage, if any thing be done, it muſt be done to her 
Husband. But if Satan will ſue Chriſt for my 


Law can claim of me while I was under it, Chriſt 


Now the Covenant into which I am broughr 


a Law of Grace and Life, fo that Satan cannor 


Rod, and our Iniquity with Stripes, but his Covenant, 


but will ſtill keep cloſe to that, and ſo ſecure us 
from eternal Condem nation. a 
Chriſt alſo is made the Mediator of that Cove - 


he ſaith, Anew Covenant, he hath made the firſt old, | 
now that which decayeth and waxcth old is ready to 
vaniſh away, Heb. 8. 13. So then the ground of | 
Plea is with Jeſus Chriſt, and not with our Ac- 
cuſer. Now what doth Chriſt plead, and what is 
the ground of his Plea? hy, he pleads for ex em- 
prion and freedom from Condemnation, tho' by 
the Law of Works his Children have deſerv'd it: 

5 E 4, And 
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And the ground of this his Plea, as to Law, is the 
matter of the Covenant it ſelf; for thus it runs, For 
I will be merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs,and their 
Sins and Iniquities will I remember no more, v. 12, 
Now here is a Foundation, a Foundation in Law, 
for our Advocate to build his Plea upon, a Foun- 
dation in a Law not to be moved, or removed, or 
made to give place, as that is forced to do upon 
which Satan grounds his Plea againſt us. 

Men, when they plead before a Judge, uſe to 
plead matter of Law. Now ſuppoſe there is an 
old Law in the Realm, by which Men deſerve to 
be condemn'd to death; and there is a new Law 
in this Realm that ſecureth Men from that Con- 


demnation which belongs to them by the old; 
and ſuppoſe alſo that I am compleatly compre- | 
hended by all the Proviſoes of the new Law, and | 
not by any tittle thereof excluded from a ſhare þ 
therein; ſuppoſe again that I have a brangling Þ 
Adverſary that purſues me by the old Law, which | 
yet cannot in right touch me, becauſe I am inte- 
reſted in the new; my Advocate alſo is one that 
p'eads by the new Law, where only there is ground | 
of Plea z Shall not now mine Adverſary feel the 


power of his Plea ro the delivering of mc, and 


the putting of him ic ſhame ? Yes verily, ſpecial- 


ly fince the Pica is good, the Judge juſt, nor can 
the Enemy find any ground for a Dewurr ro be 


put in againſt my preſent diſcharge in pen Court, 
and that by Proclamation ; eſpecially fince my 
Advocate has allo, by his Blood, fully ſatisfied the 


old Law, that he might eſtabliſh the new, Heb. 

. . 
Priv. 4. Fourthly, Since that which goeth be- 
fore is true, it follows, that he that entereth Al 
; | Plea 
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the plea againſt theChildren muſ? needs be overthrown, 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 


for always before juſt Judges tis Right that takes 
place. Judge the right, O Lord, ſaid David, or let 
my Sentence come forth from thee, according to the 
Law of Grace, And he that knows what {trong 
ground or bottom our Advocate has for his Plea- 
dings, and how Satan's Accularions are without 
ſound Foundarion, will nor be afraid, he ſpeaking 
in Chriſt, to lay, I app:4! to God Almighty, ſince 
Chriſt is my Acdvacate by the new Law, whether 1 
ought to be condemn'd to Death an H for what 
Satan pleads againſt me by the old. Saran urgeth, 
that we have tinned, but Chriſt pleads to his pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice, and ſo Satan picads the Ju- 


3 » tice and Holineſs of God againſt us; and there 


the Accuſer is overthrown again: And to them 
Chrift appeals, and his Appeal 1s good, hnce rhe 
Law teſtifies to the ſufficiency of the Satisfaction 
that Chriſt has made thereto by his Obedience, 
Rom. 3. 22, 23. and allo fince by another Covenant 
God himſelf has given us to Jeius Chriſt, and fo 
deliver'd us from the old. Wherefore you read 


nothiag as an effect of Satan's pleading againſt ue, 


but that his Mouth is ſtopt; as appea's by the 3d 
of Jechariab, and that he is caſt, yea, caſt down; 
as you have it in Rev. 12. | 

Indeed when God admits not, ohen Chriſt wil's 
nar to be an Advocate, and when St/ bid jrand” 


at the right hand of one accus'd, /d. 109.6, 7. 


0 
— 
" 
7 


to inforce, by pièading againſt him, the things 
charg'd on him by the Law, then he can prevail; 
prevail for ever againſt Inch a wrerched one; hut 


| when Chriſt ſtands up to plead, when Chriſt e— 


ſpouſes this or that man's Cauſe hen Satan muſt 
retreat, then he mutt go down, And this necella— 
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rily flows from the Text, we have an Advocate, a. 
prevailing one, one that never loſt Cauſe, one that 


always puts the Childrens Enemy to the rout be- 


tore the Ide ment feat of God. This therefore is 
another Pr:;-1!ege that they have who have Jeſus Þ 


Chriſt for their Advocate; their Enemy muſt needs 
be overthrown, becauſe both Law and Juſtice is 
on their fide. 

Priv. 5. Fifthly, Thine Advocate has pity for 
thee, and great Indignarion againft thine Accuſer, 


and theſe are two excellent things. When a Law- | 


yer hath pity for a Man whole Cauſe he pleadeth, 
it will engage him much; but when he has In- 
dfgnation allo againſt the man's Acculer, this will 


yer engage him more. Now Chriſt has both theſe, þ 
and that not of Humour, bur by Grace and Ju- | 


ſtice; Grace to us, and Juſtice ro our Accuſer : 
He came down from Heaven that he might be a 
Prieſt,and return'd rhither again to be a Prieſt and 
Advocate for his; and in both theſe Offices he le- 
velleth his whole force and power againſt thine 
Accuſer. For this cauſe was the Son of God manifeſt, 
that he mig hi deſtroy the works of the Devil, Joh. 3.8, 
Cunning Men will, if they can, retain ſuch a 
one to be their Advecate that has a particular 
Quarrel againſt their Adverſary; for thus think 
they, he that is ſuch will not only plead for me, 
bur for himſeif, and to right his own Wrongs, 
and ſince 'tis ſo, my Concerns and my Advocare's 
are interwoven, l'm like to fare much better for 
the Anger that is conceiv'd in his Heart again it 
him. And rhis, I lay, is the Childrens cale ; their 
Advocate counts their Acculcr his greateſt Enemy, 
and waits for a time tœtake Vengeance, and often 
takes Opportunity when he has ought to do for 
[118 


. as wm ot: 22 man, {FA WH — of S 


oft- times is a Man's, of Spite, 


87 


of Teſus Chriſt. 
his People: Hence he ſays, The Day of Vengeance 
' j in my Heart, and the Tear of my Redeemed is 
come, Iſa. 63. 3, 4. i: 

do nor ſay that this —_— of Chriſt is, as 


rejudice, or other 
irregular lettings out of Paffion, but it arites from 


Righteouſneſs and Truth; nor can it be, but that 


Jetus muſt have a deſire to take Vengeance on his 


Enemy and ours, ſince Holineſs is in him to the 
utmoſt bounds of Perfection. 
chat in all his Pleading as an Advocate, as well as 


And I ſay again, 


in his offering as a Prieſt,he has a hot and flaming 
defire and deſign ro right himſelf upon hisFoe and 
ours: 'Hencec he triumph'd over him, when he died 


q for us on the Croſs, and defign'd the ſpoiling his 
Principality, while he pour'd out his Blood for us 


before God, Col. 2. 14,15. We then have this ad- 
vantage more, in that Chriſt is our Advocate, our 
Enemy is alſo his, and the Lord counts him ſo. 
Priv. 6. Sixthly, As thine Advocate, ſo thy 
Judge holdeth thine Accuſer for hs Enemy alſo. For 
it is not in love to Righreouſneſs and Juſtice that 
Satan accuſeth us to God, but that he may de- 
ſtroy the Workmanſhip of God; wherefore he 
alſo fighteth againſt God when he accuſeth the 
Children; and this thy Father knows right well, 
he muſt therefore diſtinguiſh berween the Charge 
and the Mind that brings it,*{pecially when whar | 
is Charg'd upon us is under the gracious Promiſe 
of a Pardon (as I have ſhew'd it is.) Shall nor the 
Judge then hear his Son (for our Ad-ccate is his 
Son) in the Cauſe of one that he fayours,and that 
he juſtly can, againſt an Enemy who ſeeks his 
diſkonour, and the deſtruction of his eternal De— 
higns of Grace ? | 
| A 
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A mention of the Judge's Son goes far with on 
Country men, and great ſtriving there is with them Þ Acc 
Who have great Enemies and bad Cauſes, to ger Þ tor 

the Judge's Son to plead, promiling themſelves, I tha 
that the Judge is as like to hear him, and to yield ] fail 

a Verdict ro his Plea, as to any other Lawyer, Þ me 
But what now ſhall we ſay concerning our Judge's ] ſay 
Fon, Who takes part not only with his Children, Þ the 
but with him, and with Law and Juſtice,in plea- | 1 
ding againſt our Accuſer ? Yea, What ſhall we Þ cat 
ſay when Judge, Advocate, and Law are all bent be 

to make our Perſons ſtand and eſcape, whatever, Þ an 
and how truly ſocver the Charge and Accuſation F our 
s by which we are aſſaulted of the Devil: And Þ is b 
Vet all this is true, wherefore here is another Pri- Th 
vilege of them that have Jeſus for their Advocate. c 
Priv. 7, Seventhly, Another Privilege that they Je / 

= have who have Jeſus Chriſt for their Advocate, is, I is 
that he is undaunted, and of a good courage, as to Þ the 
W the Cauſe that he undertakes, for that's a requi- Þ the 
W fire qualification for a Lawyer, to be bold and un- F | 
daunted in a Man's Cauſe; ſuch a one is covered Þ hay 
We eſpecially by him that knows he has a brazen- Fon 
| faced Antagoniſt ; wherefore he ſaith, that he will Phe 


* 


ſet his Face like a Flint, Iſa. 50. 5, 6, 7. when he Pnec 
W ſtands up to plead the Cauſe of his People. Law- he 
Pers, of all Men, nced this Courage, and to be a- tim 
| bove others Men of hard Foreheads, becaule cf An; 
the Affronts they ſometimes meet with, be their this 
Cauſe never fo good, in the face ſometimes of the not. 
chief of a Kingdom, Now Chrilt is our Lawyer, oy 
and ſtands vp to plead, not only ſemetimes, bur / 
aas for his Per pic, before the God of Gods, rc 
and chat not in a corner, but while.al-the fHeſt Fur: 


. 


1 of Hcaven ſtands by, both on the right hand and Pee 
1 on 
Wi 


- 


: 


\ 
; 
| 
+ 
$ 
4 
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on the left. Nor is it to be doubred bur that our 


| Accuſer brings many a ſore Charge againſt us in- 
to the Court, but however we have an Advocate 
that is valiant and couragious, one that will nor 
fail, nor be diſcourag'd, till he has brought Judg- 
ment into Victory. HenceFohn inſerts his Name, 
' ſaying, IF any Man ſin, we have an Advocate with 
| the Father, Jeſus Chriſt. 


Men love to underſtand a Man before they 


commit their Cauſe to him, to wit, whether he 
be firly qualified for their Buſineſs, Well, here's 
r, an Advocate propounded, an Advocate to plead 


our Cauſe againſt our Foe. But what is he? What 


is his Name? Is he qualified for my Buſineſs ? 
> The Anſwer is, Tis Fe/us Chriſt, How! Fefin 
* Chriſt, that old Friend of Publicans and Sinners! 
Jeſin Chriſt ! he uſed never to fail, he nſed ro ſet 
bis Face like a Flint againſt Satan, when he pleads 
the Cauſe of his People. Is i Feſiu Chriſt, ſays 
| the knowing Soul, then he ſhall be mine Advocate. 


For my part, I have often wonder'd, when I 


have conſider'd what fad Cauſes Feſus Chriſt 
ſometimes takes in hand, and for what ſad Souls 
be ſomerimes pleads with God his Father, he had 
necd of a Face as hard as Flint, elſe how could 
the bear up in that Work, in which, for us, ſome- 
times he is unploy'd ; a Work enough to make 
Angels bluſh. Some indeed will lightly put off 
his, and ſay 'tis his Office; bur I ſay, his Office 


orwithftanding the Work in itſelf is hard, ex- 
eediug hard, when he went to die, had he not de- 
biſed the ſhame, he had :urn'd his Back upon the 
roſs, and left us in ur Blood: And now "tis his 
urn to plead, the Cale would be the fame, only 
can make Argument upon that, which ro us 
ſeems 
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| ſeems to yield no Argument at all, to take Cou- 


4 rage to plead for a Foſhua, for a Feſhua cloath'd | ſet 


N with filthy Garments. He, faith he, that is aſha-Þ an 


mea of me and my words in this adulterous Genera- ſe\ 
eien, of bim will I be aſhamed, &c. Mark 8. 38. ha 


Hence it follows that Chriſt will be aſham'd of 
ſome, but why not aſham'd of others > Ir is not] ha 
becauſe their Cauſe is good, but becauſe they]! 
are kept from denying him profeſſedly; where- ]!“ 
fore for ſuch he will force himſelf, and will et © 


his Face like a Flint, and will without ſhame own, ab, 

K plead, and improve his Intereſt with God for them, wh 
even for them whoſe Cauſe is fo horribly bad the 
and prrſs, that they bluſh themſelves to think oni. ” 

* 


But what will not Love do? What will not Love Þ 
bear with > And what will not Love ſaffer? Of Cl 


all the Offices of Jeſus Chriſt, I think this rryerh Þ de! 
him as much as any. True, his offering himlelfF * 
r 


in Sacrifice try'd him greatly, bur that was but 
for a while; his grapling as a Captain with the] 5e 
Curſe, Deatb, and Hell, try'd him much, but that P 
alſo was but for a while; but this Office of being] 
an Advocate, tho' it meets not with ſuch ſuddenÞF 
depths of Trouble, yet what it wants in ſhortneſs 
ir may meet with in length of time. I know ChriftF 
being rais'd from the dead, dies no more; yet hef 
has not left off, rho* in Heaven, to do ſome works 
of Service for his Saints on Earth, for there he 
eads as an Ad vocate or Lawyer for his People, 
Heb. 8. 1, 2. And let it be, that he has no cauſe of 
ſname, when he ſtandeth thus up to plead for ſo 
vile a wretch as I, who have ſo vilely finned, yet 
I have cauſe to think that well he may, and to 
hold my Hands before my Face for ihame, and 
to be confounded with ſhame, while he, to fetch 
me 
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„ me off from Condemnation for my tranſgreſſions, 
4 þ ſets bis Face like a Flint to plead for me with God, 
i. and againſt my Aecuſer, Bur thus much for the 
a. | ſeventh Privilege that they have by Chriſt, who 
8. have him for their Advocate. | 
o priv. 8. Eightly, Another Privilege that they 
of | have who ger Jeſus Chriſt ro be their Advocate 
ey is this, He is always ready, always in Court, always 
with the Fudge, then and there to oppoſe, if our Ar- 
2 cuſer comes, and to plead againſt him what's plead- 
able for his Children. And this the Text implies, 
* where it ſaith, Le have an Advocate with the Fa- 
% ther, always with the Father. Some Lawyers,tho? 
„they are otherwiſe able and ſhrewd, yer not being 
eh Aways in Court and ready, do ſuffer their poor 
Of Clients to be baffled and nonſuited by their Ad- 
ech] verſary; yea, it ſo comes to paſs, becauſe of this 
'(alf Neglect, that a Fudgment is got out againſt them 
but! for whom they have undertaken to plead, to their 
the] great perplexity and damage; but no ſuch op- 
chat Portunity can Stn have of our Advocate, for he 
cing}'* with the Facher, always with the Father, as ro 
Iden] be a Prieſt, ſo ro be an Advocate; We have an 
mei! Advocate with the Father. It is ſaid of the Prieſts, 
brif they wait at the Altar, and that they give atten 
+ bel dance there, 1 Cor. 9. 13. allo of the Magiſtrate, 
9 that as to his Office he ſhould attend continually 
e bel en this very thing, And as thele, lo Chriſt, as to 
ople, bis Office cf an Advocate, attends continually on 
GG of that Ofice with his Father, Rom. 13. 6. Ve have 
er o Advocate with the Father, always with che Fa- 
ther. And truly ſuch an Advocate becomes the 
Children of God, becauſe of the vigilancy of their 
Enemy; for 'tis ſaid of him, that he accuſeth us 
day and nipht, Rev. 12. 10. ſo unweariedly doth 
e borh feek and purſue our deſtruction, But be- 
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hold how we are provided for him, we have an 
Advocate with the Father; If he comes a-days,our Þ by ; 
Advocate is with the Father; if he comes a- nights pu! 
our Advocate is with the Father. Thus then is our I far 
Advocate ready to put check to Satan, come he wr 
when he will or can to accuſe us to the Father, I co: 
Wherefore theſe two Texts are greatly to be PF 
minded, one of them, for that it ſhews us the reſt- beo. 
leſneſs of our Enemy, the other, for that it ſhews us ate 
the diligence of our Advocate. tak 

Thar alſo in the Hebrews ſhews us the careful- þ oth 
neſs of our Advocate, where it ſaith, He is gone | ma 
into Heaven, new to appear in the preſence of God Ber 
for us, Heb, 9. 24. Now, juſt the time preſent ; now [NI 
the time always preſent ; now, let Satan come f not 
when he will. Nor is it to be omitted, that this Juc 
word, that thus ſpecifies the time, the preſent ] be- 
time, doth alſo conclude it ro be ebat time in] We 
which we are imperfect in Grace, in which we | the 
have nany failings, in which we are tempted and þ VI! 
accuſed of the Devil ro God: This is the time, tha 
and in it, and every whit of it, he now appeareth | He 
in the preſence of God for us. O the diligence of the 
our Enemy! O the diligence of our Friend! rhe | oft 


one againſt us, the other for us, and that conti-F 0 
nually. If any man fin, we have an Advocate with 


the Father Feſus Chriſt the rizhteous. This then, cult 
that Jeſus Chriſt is always an Advocate with the] 
Father for us, and ſo concinually ready to put a 
check to every Accuſation that Satan brings into 
the preſence of God againſt us, is another of the 
Privileges that they have who have Jeſus Ch it 
for their Advocate. | 
I Pri v. 9. Ninthly, Another Privilege that they 
= have who have Jctus Chriſt to be their Advocate 
þ is 
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is this, He is ſuch a one that will not by Bribes, 


by Flattery, or fair Pretences, be turn'd aſide from 
' purſuing of his Client's buſineſs. This was the 
fault of Lawyers in old time, that they would 
 wreſt Judgment for a Bribe : Hence the holy one 
complain'd, That a Bribe did uſe to blind the Eyes 


of the wiſe, and pervert the Judgment of the rigb- 
teous, 1 Sam. 1 2. 3. Amos 5. 12. Deut. 16. 19. There 
are three things in Judgment that a Lawyer muſt 
take heed of, one is the nature of the Offence, the 
other is the meaning and intend ment of the Law- 


makers, and a third is to plead for them in dan- 
ger, without reſpect to àffliction or Reward ; and 
this is the Excellency of our Advocate, he will 
not, cannot be byaſs'd, to turn aſide from doing 
Judgment. And this the Apoſtle intendeth when 


he calleth our Advocate Feſus Chrift the righteous; 


We have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 


the righteous, Or as another Prophet calls him, to 
wit, The Fauſt Lord, one that will do no Iniquity, 
that is, no Unrighteouſneſs in Judgment, Jeph.3. 5. 
He will not be provyok'd to do it, neither by the 
the continual Provocations wherewith, by reaſon 
of thy infirm condition, thou doſt often tempt him 


to do it. And remember that thy Advocate pleads 
by the new Covenant, and thine Adverſary ac- 
cuſes by the old; and again, remember that the 
new Covenant is better and more richly provided 
with grounds of pleading for our Pardon and Sal- 
vation, than the old can be with grounds for a 
charge ro be brought in by the Devil againſt us, 


ſuppoſe our Sin be never ſo heinous. Tis a better 


Covenant, eſtabliſh'd upon better Promiſes. 


Now put theſe two together, namely, that Je- 
us Chriſt is righreous, and will not ſwerve in 


Judg- 


dvvilege that they are made Partakers of who have 
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Wo 2 alſo that he pleads for us by the new 
i aw, with which Satan hath nothing to do, nor 
(had he) can he by ir bring in a Plea againſt us, 
Fer. 31, 29. to 34. Exel. 36. 25, to 30. Heb. 3. 
8, to 13. becauſe that Law in the very body of it 
conſiſts in free Promiſes of giving Grace unto us| 
and of au everlaſting forgiveneſs of our Sin. OI 
Children, your Advocate will ftick to the Law, I/ 
to the new Law, to the new and everlaſting Co-. 
venant, and will not admit that any thing thou!dÞ/-1/ 
be pleaded by our Foe that is inconſiſtent with fre- 
the Promiſe of the Gift of Grace, and of the re- 4% 
miſſion of all Sin. This therefore is another Pri-fEg) 
% 
Jeſus Chriſt to be their Advocate; he is juſt, he ip 
righreous, he is Feſus Chriſt the righte us; he will Go. 
not be turm d aſide to judge awry, either of theſ don 
Crime or the Law, for favour or affection. Nor don 
is there an; Sin bur what is pardonable commi- bitt 
red by thoſe that have choſen Jeſus Chriſt to beſ the 
their Advocare. | (def 
Periv 10. Tenthly, Another Privilege that they cia 
have who have Jeſus Chriſt ro be our Advocate, Cli 
is this ; The Father hat made him, even him that ii anc 
thine Advocate, the Tim pie and Fudge in al mal. Int. 
ters that have, do, or ſhall fal out *twixt him and] the 
#5. Mark this well; for when the Judge himſelfſ So: 
before whom I am accus d, ſnall make mine Ad- Iſay 
vocate the Judge of the nature of the Crime fu the 


| , Which I am accus'd, and of matter of Law b bi- 


which I am accus'd, to wit, Whether 'tis in forfref, 
againſt me to Condemnation, or whether by the 
Law of Grace I am ſer free, {eſpecially ſince my 
Advocate has eſpous'd my Cauſe, promis'd me 
Deliverance, and pleaded: my Right ro the ſta 
| 0 


0 us, 
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f Eternal Life) muſt it not go well with me ? 
'es verily. The Judge then making thine Advo- 
ate the Judge, for he hath committed all judgment 


Vo the Sen, Joh. 5. 22. hath done it alſo for thy 


ake, who haſt choſen him to be thine Advocate. 


"Twas a great thing that hapned to I/rae!, When 


OF5:/:ph was become their Advocate, and when 


Pharaoh had made him a Judge ; Thou, ſays he, 


ſhalt be over my Hſe, and according to thy Word 
hill al my People be ruled, See, Thave ſet thee o- 


ver all the land of Egypt, and with:ut thee ſhall 


e- I man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of 
Egypt: only in the Throne I will be greater than 
ef bon, Gen, 4t. 39. 40, 44. Feſeph in this was 4 
gr pe of Chriſt; and his Government here, of the 
Government of Chriſt for his Church. Kings ſel- 
dom make a man's Judge his Advocate, they ſel- 


dom leave the iſſue of the whole Affair to the Ar- 


bitration of the poor man's Lawyer; bur when 
they do, methinks it ſnould even go to the Hearts 


deſire of the Client, whole the Advocate is, eſpe- 
cially when, as I ſaid before, the Cauſe of rhe 
Client is become the Concern of the Advocate, 
and that they are both wrapt up in the ſelf-ſame 


IIntereſt; yea, when the Judge himfelf alſo is 
therein concern'd : And yet thus it is with that 
Soul who has JeſusChriſt for his Advocate. What 
Jay'ſt thou, poor Heart, to this? The judge, to wit, 
the God of Heaven, has made thy Advocate Ar- 


bitrator in thy buſineſs; he is to judge, God has 
referr'd the matter to him, and he has a Concern 


in thy Concern, an Intereſt in thy good ſpeed. Chri- 


ian Man, doſt thou hear? Thou haſt put thy 
auſe into the hand of Jeſus Chriſt, and haſt cho- 


ſen him to be thine Advocate, to plead for thee be- 


fore 
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fore God, and againſt thy Adverſary ; and God ar 
has referr'd the Judgment of that matter to thin 
Advocate, ſo that he has power to determine the ord 
matter. I know Satan is not pleas'd with this, he eb, 
had rather things ſhould have been referr'd une! 
himſelf, and then woe had been to the Chi'd oe! 
God; but, I ſay, God has referr'd the bufineis to Higl 
Feſus Chriſt, has made him Umpire and Judge inf? ©: 
thine affair. Art thou alſo willing that he ſhould Cc 
decide the matter? Canſt thou ſay unto him aof h. 
David, Judge me, and plead my Cauſe, O Lord bis! 
Pſal. 43. 1. us fi 
O che Care of God towards his People, and theÞ" th 
deſire of their Welfare ! He has provided them aid 
Advocate, and he has referr'd all cauſes and thing be 
that may by Satan be objected and brought in a3 
gainſt us, to the Judgment and Sentence of Chr:j har 
our A-vocate. But, to come to a concluſion forf-*"! 
this, and therefore, 1 
Priv. 11. Eleventhly, The Advantage that he d 
has that has the Lord Jeſus for his Advocate, is” 
very great. Thy Advocate has the Cauſe, has the 
Law, has the Judge, has the Purſe, and ſo conſe-P A 
quently has all that is requiſite for an Advocateer 
to have, ſince together yirh theſe he has Heart © 
he has Hiſdom, he has Courage, and loves to makee 
the beſt improvement of his Advantages, for the Ind 
benefit of his Client: And that which adds to alle 
is, he can prove the Debt paid about which Saranſf<<: 
makes ſuch ado, a Price given for the ranſom © 10 
my Soul, and for the Pardon of my Sins. Lau- 
yers do nſe to make a great matter of ir, when they 
can prove, That that very Debt is paid for which“ 
their Client is ſued at Law. Now this Chriſt je- F 
{us himſelf is Witneſs to; yea, he himſelf has paid“ 
it 
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G. and that out of his own Purſe, for us, with his 
 thfbwn hands, before and upon the Mercy - ſeat, ac- 
thording as the Law requireth, Lev. 16. 13, 14, 15. 
„bb. 9. 11, to 24. What then can accrue to our 
Enemy, or What Advantage can he get by his thus 
4 gffvexing and troubling the Children of the moſt 
i; col High ? Certainly nothing but, as has been ſaid 
„e ina ready, te be caſt down; for the Kirgdom of our 
dull God, which is a Kingdem of Grace,andthe Power 
n aof his Chriſt, will prevail. Samꝑſen's Power lay in 
ord Ibis Hair, but Chrift's Power, his power to deliver 

us from the Accuſat ion and Charge of Satan, lieth 
1 thein the worth of his Undertakings. And hence 'ris 


11 anflaid again, And they overcame him by the Blood of _ 


ingsſbe Lamb, Rev. 12. 10, 11, 12. and he was caft 
in Ru and down, And thus much for the Privileges 
brigÞbar thoſe are made Partakers of who have Jeſus 
n forÞ-Brift to be their Advocate. 

come now to the Sixth and laſt thing, which 
, to ſhew you what neceſſity there is that Chriſt 
te, U be our Advocate. 
s rhe That Chriſt ſhould be a Prieſt to offer Sacrifice, 
onſe. N Rig ro rule, and a Prophet to teach, all ſeeing 
ocatnen acknowledge, is 01 neceſſity; but that he 
feart Nould be an Advocate, a Pleader for his People, 
makedew lee the reaſon of it: But he is an Advocate, 
r thebnd as an Advecate has a Work and Im ploy di- 
ro allftinct from his Pricttly, Kingly, or Prophetical Of- 
Fatan ce. John ſays, he is our Advecate, and ſignifieth 
m ofÞ*!0 the nature of his Work as ſuch, in that very 
Lau- ace where he aſſerteth his Office; and as I have 
they ready ſhew'd you the Nature, I will now ſhew 
vhich ou the Neceſſity of this Office. | 
& le. Firſt, it is neceſſary, for the more full and am- 
| paid evmndication of the Fuſtice of God, ag ainſt all the 

ll, Cavils 


at he 
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Cavils of the Infernal Spirits, Chriſt died on Eau 
to declare the Juſtice of God ro Men, in his juſt 
Ui of the Ungodly. God ſtandeth upon th 

indication of his Juſtice, as well as upon the a 
thereof; hence the Holy Ghoſt, by the Prophet 
and Apoſtles, ſo largely diſputeth for the vindic: 


irar 
of t 


all | 


to t 
ſo 1 
in t 


tion thereof, Rom. 3. 24. /a. Fer. Mal, while nal ſo 


aſſerteth the reality of the Pardon of Sin, the juſt 
fication of the Unworthy, and their glorificaric 
with God, Rom. 3. chap. 4. chap. 8. Gal. 3. & 
1 lay, while it diſputeth the juſtneſs of this hig 
Act of God, againſt the Cavils of implacable Sit 
ners. Now the Prophets and Apoſtles, in tho 
Diſputes by which they ſeek ro vindicate the] 

ſtice of God in the Salvation of Sinners, are nd 
only Miniſters of God to us, but Advocates fe 
him; ſince, as Elihu has it, they ſpeak on God's | 
half, Job. 36. 2. or as the Margin has it, Iwill foe 
thee that there are yet words for God, words to b. 
ſpoken and pleaded againſt his Enemies, for th 
juſtificarion of his Actions. Now, as "tis neceſſa 
ry that there ſhouid be Advocarcs for God e 
Earth, to plead for his Juſtice and Holineſs, whi! 
he ſaveth Sinners againſt the Cavils of an unge- 
ly People, to tis neceſlary that there ſhould be at 
Advocate alſo in Heaven, that may there vind 
cate the ſame Juſtice and Holineſs of God fron 
all thoſe Charges that the fallen Angels are apr i 
charge it with, while it conſenteth that we, thi 
ungodly, ſhould be laved. 

That the fallen Angels are bold enough t 
charge God to his face with u«juſtneſs of Lang 
15 evident inthe iſt and 2d of Fob; and that the 
mould not be as bold to charge him with unjuſt 
neſs of Actions, nothing can be thew'd to the co! 
trat 
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trary. Further; That God ſeeks to clear himſelf 
of this unjuſt charge of Satan, 1s as manifeſt ; for 
1 thJall rhe Troubles 9 his Servant Fob were chiefly 
ie afro that purpoſe : And why he ſhould have one al- 
phetſo in Heaven to plead for the juſtneſs of his doing 
dicaſin the Forgiveneſs and Salvation of Sinners, ſeems 
nile alſo as neceſſary, even becauſe there's an Advocate 
juſtwich the Father ſeeking to vindicate his Juſtice, 
atiq while he pleads with him, for us, againſt the De- 
q vil and his Objections. 
high G OD is wonderfully plead with his Deſign in 
e On ſaving Sinners, it pleaſes him at the Heart. And 
thoſſ fince he alſo is infinitely juſt, tis needful an Advo- 
e Jufcate ſhould be appointed to ſhew how in a way of 
e nd Juſtice, as well as Mercy, a Sinner may be ſav'd. 
es fol The good Angels did not at firſt ſee ſo far into 
s be the My ſteries of the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 
[ for but that they needed further Light therein, for 
to bÞ the vindication of their Lord, as Servants; where- 
or thy fore they yet did pry and look narrowly into it 
cell further, and alſo bow'd their Heads and Hearts 
od of t learn yet more by the Church, te manifold 
idem of God, I Pet. 1. 12. Eph. 3. 9, 10, And if 
ngod the ſtanding Angels were not yet, to the utmoſt, 
be af perfect in the Knowledge of this Myſtery, (and 
vindſ yer ſurely they muſt know more thereof than 
frodf thoſe chat fell could do ) no wonder if thoſe De- 
apt i viis, whote Enmiry could not but animate their 
„ WM Ionorance, made and do make their cavils againſt 
Juſtice, inſinuating, that ir is not impartial and 
gh A exact. becauſe it, as "is juſt, juſtifieth the ungodly. 
1244 Thar Satan will quarrel with G O D, 1 have 
© rcheſ ſhew'd you, and that he will alſo diſpute againſt 
njullf bis Works with the holy Angels, is more than in- 
e CO umated by the Apoultle Jude, ver, 9. And why not 
| quar- 
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quarrel with and accuſe the Juſtice of God as un La 
righreous, for conſenting to the Salvation of Sin ſteę 
ners, ſince his beſt Qualifications are moſt prof and 
found and prodigious Attempts to dethrone thꝗ ho- 


Lord God of his Power and Glory. for 


Nay, all this is evident ſince we have an Advoſtha 
cate with ebe Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteoi. And Sal 
again, I ſay, 'tis evident that one part of his work an 


as an Advocate, is to vindicate the Juſtice of Goqſait 


while he pleadeth for our Salvation, becauſe Miave 
pleadeth a Propitiation, for a Propitiation reſpect La- 
God as well as ws, the appeaſing his Wrath, and thqtha 
reconciling his Juſtice to us, as well as the redee{Pro 
ming us from Death and Hell; yea, it thereforqhov 
doth the one, becauſe ir doth the other. Now i / 
Chriſt, as an Advocae, pleads a Propitiation with reo 


God, for whoſe Convict ion doth he plead it? Not foſ Las 
God's, for he has ordain'd it, allows it, and gloſhe : 


riouſly acquieſces therein, becauſe he knows thqder 
whole Vertue thereof. Tis therefore for the con{give 
viction of the fallen angels, and for the confounſowr 


ding of all thoſe Cavils that can be invented and give 


objected againſt our Salvation, by thoſe moto t 
ſubtile and envious ones. But, Icon 

2dly, There is matter of Law to be objectedJ 1 
and that both againſt God and us. Ar leaſt thergtor 
ſeems to be ſo, becauſe of the Sanction that GodIwel 
has put upon the Law, and allo becauſe we havgſan 


finned againſt it. the 


God has ſaid, In the day then eateſt thereof tholſaga: 


ſhalt ſurely die; and, the Soul that ſinneth, it ſhalſus; 


die. God alſo ftanderh ſtil] upon the vindicationfiolc 
of bs Fuſtice, he alſo ſaveth Sinners. Now inſÞins 
comes our Accuſer, and chargeth us of Sin, of bef]thrc 
ing guilty of Sin, becaute we have tranigreſt the F 


Law 
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: und Law. God alſo will not be put out of his way or 
Sinf{teps of Grace to fave us, alſo he will ſay he's juſt 
projand righteous ſtill ; ay, bur theſe are bur Saylo's, 
cha how ſhall this be prov'd > Why, now here's room 
for an Advocate that can plead to matter of Law, 
{dvJthat can preſerve the Sanction of the I aw in the 
And Salvation of the Sinner; He ſhall magniſie the Law 
work and make it honourable, Iſa. 42. 21. The Margin 
Godfaith, and make him honozrable ; that is, he ſhall 
ſe {ſave the Sinner, and preſerve the Holineſs of the 
pectyLaw, and the Honour of his God. But who is this 
d thd that can do this? Ie s the Servant of God, ſaith the 
dee Prophet, ver. 1,13. the Lord, a Man of War. But 
eford how can this be done by him? The Anſwer is, 
wi hall be done, for God u well pleaſed for hu Rig h- 
witll teouſne ſf ſake ; for 'tis by that he magnifies the 
2X foſ Law, and makes his Father honourable ; that is, 
gloſhe as a publick Perſon comes into the World un- 
s thq der the Law, fulfils it, and having fo done, he 
con gives that Righteouſneſs away, for he, as to his 
founJown Perſon, never had need thereof: I ſay, he 
J and gives that Righteouſneſs to thote that have need, 
mofFto thole that have none of their own, that Righ- 
teouſneſs might be imputed to them. 
ted} T his Righteouſneſs then he preſenteth to Gd 
therd for us, and God, for this Righreouinels lake, is 
- GodIwell pleas'd that we ſhould be fav'd, and for it 
havgſcan ſave us, and ſecure his Honour, and preterve 
the Law in its Sanction. And this Ci pleadeth 
Ft hoifzgainſt Satan as an Advocate with the Father for 
r ſha! us; by which he vindicates his Facher's Juſtice, 
-1tiolfiliolderh the Child of Ged, netwthſtanding bis 
»w inÞins, in a ſtare of Juſtification, and utrerly overs 
of bethrowerth and ceriounueth the Devil. 
ſt the] For Chriſt, in p:eauing thus, appcais to the Law 
Law OG it 
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it ſelf, if he has not done it Juſtice, ſaying, Moſeſit 1: 
mighty Law, what Command of thine have I not ful4Ch 
ld? Nhat Demand of thine have I net fully ande: 
wer d > Where u that jot or tittle of the Law tha 
1s able to objett againſt my Doings for want of Sa Ne 
tisfattion 2 Here the Law is mure, ir ſpeakerh nog" a 
one word by way of the leaſt Comp! aint, but ra$eou 
ther reſtitics of this Righteouſneſs, that it 7s goodLan 
and hilv, Rom. 3. 22, 23. & 5.15, to 19. Nowrhi. 
then, ſince Chriſt did this as a publick Perſon, gfe , 
follows that others muſt be juſtified thereby, fo / 
that was the end and reaſon of Chriſt's taking orff S. 
bim to do the Righreouſnels of the Law; no T 
can the Law object againſt rhe Equiry of this Di; o 
ſpenſation of Heaven; for, Why might not thaſþon, 
God who gave tlie L aw its Being and its Sandti ſo 1 
1, Oifpole as he pleaſes of the Righteouſneſme 
which it commendeth 2 Beſides, if Men be madqnce 
righreous, they are ſo; and if by a Righteouſneſpinſt 
which the Law commendeth, how can fault Heart 
found with them by the Law 2 Nay, It is wiſffaſr 
neſſed to by the Law ant tie Prophets, who conſerffead 
thar it ſ;ould be unto all, and upon all them thꝗà we 
believe, for their Fuſt if-ation, Rom. 3. 20, 21. oc 
And that the mighty God ſuffereth the Pring 1h 
of the Devils to do with the Law what he ca ne 
againſt this mott Whollome and gedly Doctrin, Per 
is ta me the truth, goodneſs, and permanend inſt 
thereof; for this is as who thould fav, Devil, Ne d 
thy worſt, When the Lais in rhe har 4 f an eaffave 
Pieader, tho) the Caule that he pleadeth be g 
a craft) Oppoler may overthrow rhe right ; 1 
here is the Salvation of the Children in Debaphiſte 
wherter i can ſtand with Law and Juſtice ; | adv 
Opp.ucr of this is the Devil, his Argument agaiifiy d 
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foftfir is the Law, he that defends the Doctrine is 
fulJChrift the Advocate, who in his Plea muſt juſti- 
an e the Juſtice of God, defend the Holineſs of the 
ha Law, and ſave the Sinner from all the Arguments, 
ga Pieas, Stops and Demurrs that Satan is able to put 
non againſt it. And this he muſt do fairly, righ- 
- raJeoully, fimply, pleading the Voice of the ſelf- ſame 
goed for the juſtification of What he ſtandeth for, 
Jowhhich Satan pleads againſt it; for tho' it is by 
n, ine new Law that our Salvation comes, yet by the 
foi Law is the new Law approv'd of, and the way 
g off Salvation thereby Hi: conſented to. 
. nof} This ſhews therefore that Chriſt is not aſnam'd 
s Dib own the way of our Fuſtification and Salva- 
thabbon, no, not before Men and Devils: Ic ſhews 
n&iÞfo that he is reſolv'd to diſpute and plead for the 
1\neþme, tho' the Devil himſelf ſhall oppoſe it. And 
madpce our Adverſary pretends a Plea in Law a- 
aſneÞirſt ir, 'tis meet that there thould be an open 
ult bearing before the Fuge of a7 about it; but 
; wilfraſmuch as we neither can nor dare appear to 
onſerfſead for our ſelves, our good God has thought 
1 ib we ſhou!d do it by an Advocate - Ne have an 
21. Vocate with the Father, Feſw Cit the righteous, 
Prind 1 his therefore is the ſecond thing chat thews 
e caſe nced that we have of an 4dvocare, to wit, our 
trin, Þverfary pretends that he has a Plea in Law a- 
ancu@inſt us, and that by Law we thou'd be other- 
evil, e diſposd of, than to be made Pcticilors of the 
an eaftavenly Kingdom. Put, 
be gz, I here are many things relating to the 
bt; boiſe, z our Life, aud to the Ihicatninęs, that 
Debaniſter matter of Qucttion and Doubt, and give 
ce ; I 4d vantage of Objections unto him that {> ea— 
F agaiſiy deſireth to be putting in Caviis againſt our 


I*.2 Sal- 


100 The Advocateſhip 


Salvation; all which ir hath pleas'd God to ref 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Advocate, 

1. There are many things relating to the Prq 
miſes, as to the largeneſs and ſtraitneſs of Words «4 
as to the freeneſs and conditionality of em, whichh.... 
we are not able ſo well to underſtand ; and thergF, ., 
fore, when Satan dealeth with us about *'em, v. 115 
quickly fall to the ground before him; we ofteg,,.. t 
conclude that the Words of the Promiſe are ton 
narrow and ſtrait to comprehend us; we allf, 
think verily that the Conditions of ſome Promiſe 
do utterly ſhur us out from Hope of Juftificario! 
and Life; bur our Advocate, who is for us wit 
the Father, he is better acquainted with, and !car 
ned it ths Law, than to be baffled out with a bo, 
word or two, I/. 50. 4. or with a ſubtil piece ail 
Hellith Sophiſticat ion. He knows the true purport any 
intent, meaning, and ſenſe of every Promiſe, an Wb 

iece of Promiſe that is in the whole Bible, aneceit 
can tell how to plead it for advantage, againſt one... 
Accuſer, and doth ſo: And I gather it not only... 
from his Conteſt with Satan for Feſhua, Zech. Weg. 
and from his Conflict with him in the Wilderne! "ADM 
Mat, 4. and in Heaven, Rev. 14. bur alſo from. . 
the Practice of Saran's Emiffaries here; for wht, Am 
his Angels do, that doth he. Now there is he pon 
nothing more apparent than that the Inftrumeng...... . 
of Satan do plcad againſt the Church, from iſpive te 
pretended intricacy, ambiguity, and difficulty on 
the Promile ; whence 1 gather, ſo doth Satan Horn h 
fore the Tribunal of God, but there we have o rf: 
to match him, we have an Advocate with the Nes mY 
ther, that knows Law and Judgment better ih}, * 
Satan, and Statute and Cemmemdment better till, In 
all his Angels; and by the Verdict cf cur 44j,. h 
ca : 
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f rute, all the Words, and Limits, and Extenſions of 
Words, with all Conditions of the Promiſes, are 
'SÞxpounded and applied. And hence it is that it 


asſſometimes ſo falleth our, that the very Promiſe we 
e 


i 


Have thought could not reach us, to comfort us by 
Tiny means, has at another time {wailow'd us up 
with Joy unſpeakable : Chriſt the true Prophet 
as the right underſtanding of the Word, as an 
[dvocate, has pleaded it before God againſt Satan, 
and having overcome him at the Common Law, he 
ach (ent to let us know it by his 209d Spirit, to our 
omfort, and the Confuſion of our Enzmies. Again, 
2. There are many things relating to our Lives 
calnhat minifter to our Accuſer Occaſions of many Ob- 
ett ions againſt our Salvation; for, beſides our 
daily Iofirmities, there are in our Lives gr Sing, 
any horrible Back/l;dings ; allo we oft-rimes 
Jack and drink in many abominable Errors and 
ieceirful Opinions, of all which Satan accuſeth us 
efore the Judgment- ſeat of God, and pleaderh 
ard, that we may be damn'd for ever for them. 
Peſides, fame cf theſe things are done after Light 
eceiv'd, againſt preſent Convictions and Diſſwa- 
ions to the contrary, againſt ſolemn engagement 


by + 
wiJo Amendment, when the Bonds of Love were 
be pon us, Fey. 20. 20. Theſe are crying Sins, they 
net 


ave a loud Voice in themſelves againſt us, and 


N "Five to Satan great advantage and boldneſs, to ſue 


Iry » our Deſtruction before the Bar of God ; nor 
1 Pork he want Skill ro aggravate and to comment 


l Profoundly upon all Occalions and Circumſtan- 
JT 


es that did attend us in theſe our Miſcarriages, 


ve have had many things to help us againſt ſuch 
Ins, have we had Grace to have uſed them, and 
ca F 3 to 


0 wir, that we did it : ithout a cauſe; allo when 
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ro have kept us clean and upright. There is} whe 
alſo a Sin unto Death, 1 Fob. 5. and he can tell Go 
how to labour, by Argument and ſlight of Speech of t 
to make our Tranſgreiſions not only to border up- toge 
on, bur to appear in the hue, ſhape, and figure off by) 
that, and thereto make his Objection againſt ourſ dom 
Salvation. He often argueth thus with us, and} 3 
faſtneth the weight of his Reaſons upon our Con nex 
ſciences, to the almoſt utter deſtruction of us, and Con 
the bringing of us down to the Gares of Deſpairy reſp. 
and utter Deſtruction ; the ſame Sins, with their tho! 
ageravating Circumſtances, as I ſaid, he pleadethj} 1 
againſt us ar the Bar of God: But there he meer-Jagal 
eth with Jeſns Chriſt our Lord and Advocateſ that 
who entereth his Plea againſt him, unravels alli m 
his Reaſons and Arguments againſt us, and meu thole 
the guile and falſhood of them; he alſo pleadettf F/. 1 
as to the nature of Sin, as alſo to thoſe highſfel! / 
Aggravations, and proveth, that neither the Sim hand 
in it ſelf, nor yet as joyn'd with all its advantaÞÞy p 
geous Circumſtances, can be the Sin unto Death God 
Col. 2. 19. becauſe we hold the Head, and have nog 4" 7 
made ſhipwreck of Faith, 1 Tim. 1. 19. but ſtill» 4 
as David and Solomon, we confeſs and are ſorrygand t 
for our Sins. Thus, tho? we ſeem, thro? our False 
to come ſhorr of the Promiſe with Peter, Heb.4.3 bur 8 
and leave our Tranſgreſſions as Srumbling-blockFfor ©: 
to the World with Solomon, and miniiter occaltiognex: 
of a Queſtion of our Salvation among the god!yÞs- aw; 
yer our Advecate fetches us off before God, aug 
we ſhall be found ſafe (and in Heaven ar la?]3s, 3 
by them in the next World, who was afraid the th 
had loft us in this. Tom, 

Bar all theſe Points muſt be manag'd by Chriſſ® her. 
for us, againſt Satan, as a Lawyer, an AdvocatÞPecau 
Whi 
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ie} who to that end now appears in the preſence of 
ell} God for us, and wiſely hand!eth the very Crifis 
chil of the Word, and of the Failings of his People, 
ap. together with all thoſe nice and critical Juggles 
off by which our Adverſary laboureth ro bring us 
url down, to the Confuſion of his Face. 
nd 3. There is alſo the Threatnings that are an- 
on- nex'd to the Goſpel, and they fall now under cur 
ind} Conſideration, They are of two ſorts, ſuch as 
airy reſpect thoſe who altogether reject the Golpe!, or 
eit thoſe who profeſs it, yer fall from that Profeiſion. 
ethl The firſt fort of Threatning cannot be pieaded 
-cr-J againſt rhe Profeſſors of the Goſpel, as againſt thoſe 
ate that never profeſs'd it; wheretore he undertakes 
alllo manage thoſe Threats againſt us who belong to 
eu thoſe that have profeſs'd, and have fallen from it, 
Lethff F/. 109, 6. J hua fell in it, Jech. 3. 1, 2. Fudas 
ig fell from it, and the Accuſer ſtands at cheir right 
Sin hand, be fore the Judgment of God, to reſiſt them 
„tal by pleading the Threats againſt 'em, ro wit, that 
ath God's Soul ſnould have no pleaſure in them, [ If 
no a man draws back, my Sou! ſhall have no pieaſure 
ſtillſ in Vm. ] Here's a Plea for Satan, both againit one 
orriſfand rorhcr, they are both apcſtariz'd, both drawn 
allJ6rc;, and be is ſubtile encugh to manage it. Ay, 
4.3JÞur Satan, here is aifo Matter ſufficient tur a Plea 
ockYor our 4ocate avainſt thee, foraimuch as the 
\fionfhexc words diftinguith berwixt drawing back and 
xd! yſar awing back uit Perdition ; every one that dias 
anJ/4c% doth not draw back unto Peraition, Heb. 10. 
lat$33, 39. Some of them draw back from, and ſome 
theſlin the Profe ion of the Goſpel. Jada drew back 
Tom, and Peter in the Prote:ilion of his Faith; 
hriſhv here fore Judas periſhes, but beter turns again, 
xcatoccaule ud drew back unto Perdition, but Pe- 
wh F 4 ter 
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ter yet beliey'd to the ſaving of the Soul. Nor tne 1 
doth Jeſus Chriſt, when he lees 'tis ro no purpoſe, Plea 
ar any time ſtep in to endeavour ro ſave the Soul. ſayir 
Wherefore, as for Fudas, for his backſliding from bꝛve 
the Faith, Chriſt turns him to Satan, and leaveth Je F 
him in his hand, ſay ing, Nen he ſhall be juds'd [eur 
let him be condemn'd, and let hu Prayer become ſin, his E 
Pſal. 109. 7. but he did not ſerve Peter fo, he and 
Lord will not leave him in hy hand. nor condemn him Po + 
when he is ſudg'd, Pl. 27. 33. He will pray for him of chi 
before, arid plead for him after he has been in the meal 
Temptation, and ſo ſecure him, by vertue of his J th 
A lvocateſſip, from the laſh of the Threatning that Cauſe 
is made againſt final Apoſtacy. Bur, tne ft 
4. The Necelliry of the Advocate's Office in In mM 
Jeſus Chriſt appears plainly in this, To plead a- ceed 
bout the Fudgments, Diſtreſſes, Afflict ions, and Trou- erh h. 
bles that we meet withal in this Life for our Sins, 27.7 
For tho' by vertue of this Office Chritt fully takes realo! 
us off from the Condemnation that Unbelievers 0" 
undergo for their Sins, yer he doth not thereby ence 
exempr us from remporal Puniſhments, for we lee bet, L 
and feel that they daily overtake us; but for the = 0 
proportioning the Puniſhment for Tranſgreſſion, as e. he 
that comes under the cenſure of rhe Law, 'ris fit 
we ſhould have an Advocate that underſtands both FOE 77 
Law and Judgment, ro plead for equal diſtribu- 
tion of Chaſtiſemenr, according, I ſay, to the Law t co g 
of Grace: Ard this the Lord Jeſus doth. 8 
Suppoſe a Man, for Tranlgreflion, be indicted I.“ 
at the Aſſizes; his Adverſary is full of Malice, 
and would have him punith d ſorely, beyond 


4 a . Nl 
What by the Law is pics ided for ſuch Offence ; 15 4 
and he pleads, that the Judge will afflict and 


Vil) . 


puniſh as he in bis malicicus mind defireth : But 
the 
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the man has an Advocare there, and he enters his 
Plea againſt the Cruelty of his Client's Acculer, 
. Saying, My Lord, it cannot be as our Enemy would 
ve it; the Puniſhment for theſe Tranlgre:Tions 
h Fare pret (crib! d by that Law that we here ground 
4 Jour Plea upon; nor may it be declin'd to ſatisfie 
his Envy, we ſtand here upon Matters of Law, 
and app to the Law. And this is the Work of 
our Atvcate in Heaven. Puniſchments for the Sin 
of the Children come not head long, not without 
meaſure, as our Accuſer would have 'em, nor yet 
as they fail! upon thoſe who have none to plead their 
ar (Cauſe : Harth he {more the Children according to 
the ſtroke wherewirth he hath ſmitten others? No, 
in Ila meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, (or leeks to ex- 
ceed due bounds) thu wilt deb Fate with it : be ft ay- 
eth his rough Wind 1 in the day of bis Eaſt WWind,ſa. 
1s, 127. 7, 8, 9. Thou wilt debate with it , enquiring and 
ay reaſoning by the Law, whether the ſh otings 
forth of the Affliction (now going out for the Of- 
by fence committe d) be not too ſtrong, 490 ge £90 
he hat, and of too long a tim? a Imitted to diſtreſs 
he End break the Spirit of this Chriſtian; and if it 
as e, he applies himſelf to the Rule to meaſure it 
fit Y, he ferches forth his Plum-line, and ſets it in 
the midſt of bis People, Amos 7. 7, 8. Va. 28. 7. 
and lays Righteoulnels to chat, and will nor ſu'f-r 
aw E to g01 further, but according to the terms, bounds, 
imirs and. meaſures which the Law of Grace ad- 
ted Hits, ſo {hall the Puniſh neut be. S2 oft ſaith 
f us, when we have lianed, as A hai ſaid of 
3 Lime after he had curs'd David, Shall nat this 
nan die for this? 2 Sam. 19. 21. Bur Jeſus our 
Advocate anſwers as David, Mat have I to do 
But v.th thee, O Satan? Tos this day art an Enemy to 
the F 5 8 8 


ö 
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me; thou ſeeheſt for a Puniſhment for the Tranſ- 
greſſions of my People, above what is allotted to them 
by the Law of Grace, under which they are, and be- 


yond what their Relation that they ſtand in to my. 


Father and my ſelf will admit, Wherefore as Aa- 


voc ace he pleadeth againſt Satan, when he brings 


in agaiiuit us a Charge tor Sins committed, for 


the regulating of Puniſhments both as the nature, 


degree, and continuation of Puniſhment : And 
this is the reaſon why, when we are judg'd, we 
are not condemnu'd, but chaſten'd, 1 Cor. 11. 32. 
that we ſhould nor be condemn'd with the #07 1d. 
Hence David lays, The Lord had not given him 
over to the will of his Enemy, Pſal. 27. 12. And a- 
gain, The Lord hath chaſten'd me ſore, but he hath 
not given me over unto Death, Pſal. 118. 18. Satan's 
Plea was, That the Lord would give David over 
to his Will, and to the Jyranny of Death. No, 
ſays our Advocate, that muſt nor be, to do ſo 
would be an affront to the Covenant under which 
Grace has put em; that would be to deal with 
'em by a Covenant of Works under which they 
are not. There is a Rod for Children, and Stripes 
For thoſe of them that tranſpreſs ; this Rod is in the 
hand of a Father, and mult be us'd according t0 
the Law of that Relation, not for the deſtruction 
but correction of the Children; not to ſatisſie the 
Rage of Satan, but to \ indicate the Holineſs ot 
my Father ; not to drive em further from, but tv 
bring em nearer te their God. But, 

5. Thenece:ficy of the Adwvcateſhip of Jetus 
Chriſt is alſo manifeſt in this, for he there i 


need of one to plead the ejjicacy of old Titles to our 
e Inheritance, when our Intereſt thereunt! 
1. - 007 b!/ b 7 Try 75 HYTTS 
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That God's People may, by their new and repea- 
ted Sins, as to Reaſon ar leaſt, endanger their 
Intereſt in the eternal Inheritance, is manifeſt by 


ſuch Groanings of theirs as thelz, y do thou 
3 


caſt me off ; Plal.43. 2, © 51. Ef. --4% aft „ie not 


$Þ away from thy preſence, Plal. Co. 1. Ani, 0 God, 


Jr 


w // haſt thou caſt us off for ever? Pia', 74. 1. Yet 
I and in the Book of Leviticus, that tho and of 
the Children of Iſ ae! ſhould have /0/4,mortgaz'd 
or made away with their Inheritance they did not 


thereby utterly wake void their Title to an In- 


tereſt therein, but it thould again return to 'em, 
and they again enjoy the puſleition of ir in the 
Year of Jubilee. In the Tear of Fubilee, ſaith God, 
you (all return every man t his Po ion; th 
Land ſhall not be ſold for ever, nor be quite cut off, 
fur tle Land is mine, for ye are rungen and fe- 
journers with me, In all the Land of your Pof]*[fiun 
you ſhall grant a Redemption for the Land, Lev. 25. 

Tie Man in Iſrael that, by waxing poor, did 
{ell his Land in Canaan, was ſurely a type of the 
Chriſtian who, by Sin and Decays in Grace, has 
forte: cd his Place and Inheritance in Heaven; 
but as the Ceremonial Law provided that the 
poor man in Canaan ſou'd not by bis Poverty loſe 
his Portion in Canaan for ever, but that it mould 
return to him in the Year of Jubilee; lo the Law 
of Grace has provided that the Children ſhall nor 
for their Sin loſe their Inheritance in Heaven tor 
ever, but it hall return to them in other 4, d, 
1 Cor. 11. 32. All therefore that hapneth in this 
Cale, is, they may lie wuhout rhe « con ort of it 
here, as he that had ſold his Houſe in Cann 
might live without the % ent of it till the Ju- 


bilce: They may ailo ſeem to come ſhert of it 
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when rhey dic, as he in Canaan did, that deceas'd 
before the Year of Jubilee: Bur as certainly as he 
that died in Canaan before the Jubilee did yet re- 
ceive again his Inheritance, by the hand of his re- 
lative Surviver, when the Jubilee came, ſo cer- 
tainly ſha'l he that dicth, and that ſeemeth in his 
dying to come ſhort of che Celeſtial Inheritance 
now, be yet admitted, at his riſing again, to the 
repoſſeſſion of his Old luheritarice at the Day of 
Judgment. But now here's 109m for a Caviller to 
object, and ro plead againſt the Children, ſay ing, 
They have forfeited rhers part of Paradi le by their 
Sin, what N ht then ſhall they have to the Ki nglom 
ef He aven ? Now let the Lord ſtand up to plead, for 
le is Advocate for the Children, Yea, let ther: 
picad the ſufficiency of their firſt Title to the 
Kingdom, and chat it is not their doings can fel] 
rhe Land for ever. The reaſon why the Children 
of Vrael could not {ell the Land for ever, was 
becauſe the Lord, their Head, relerv'd to himſclf 
a Righr rherein ; The Land ſhall not be ſold for 
ever, for the Land is mine. Suppoſe two or three 
. hildren have a lawful Title to ſuch an Eſtate, 
bur they are all profuſe and prodigal, and there's 
a Brother allo that has by Law a chief Right to 
the ſame . this Brother may hinder the E- 
tate from being fold for ever, becauſe tis his In- 
1 he may,when che limirtted time that 
1:15 Brethren had fold their Share therein is out, 
if he will, reſtore it to 'em And in the 
mean ume, if an that are unſaſt ſhould go about 
üutt 1 $90 for ever 8 1 cive his brethren, he 
d up and pes em, Th ts Can od 


te foil for ever, for that it is bis as 


agen. 
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Right, O my Brethren ! Chriſt will not part with 


allo born; your Profuſeneſs and Prodigality ſhall 
not make him let go his hold that he hath for you 
- | of Heaven; nor can you according to Law ſell 
s the Land for ever, fince 'tis his, and he hath the 
e principal and chief Title thereto. This alſo gives 
e him ground to ſtand up to plead for you againſt 
fall thoſe that would hold the Kingdom from you 
o | for ever; for let Satan ſay what he can againſt 
7, | you; yet Chrift can lay, The Land is mine, and 
r | con{equent]y that his Brethren could nor ſell it. 

n tes, ſays Satan, if the Inheritance be divided, 

Ir O bur (lays Chriſt) the Land is undivided, no 
man has his part ſer out and turn'd over to him- 
e ſelf; beſides, my Brethren yet are under-age, aud 
lam mede their Guardian; they have not power 
en to ſell the Land for ever, the Land is mine, alſo 
as | my Father has made me Feoffee in truſt for my: 
If Þ Brethren,that they may have what is allotted 'em 
or | when they are ail come to a perfect Mun, to the 
ee | meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. 
te, 4. 12, 13. and not before, and I will reſerve it for 
es them till then, and thus ro do is the Will of my 
to Father, the Law of the Juage, and allo my un- 
E- | chargeab'e Reſolution. Ard hat can Sr4a1 (a 
n-Þ| againſt this Plea ? Can he prove that Chriſt has 
at no Ilmereſt in rhe Saint's Inheritance 2 Can he 
ur, prove that we are at age, or thatour ſevera pe 
ne ef the Hear enty Houle is already deliver 1: 
UE cur Seon Power? Aud it he ges about to do 
he is not the Law of the Land av ainſt bim 

he nor ſay that our Advocate 18 Lord af al, A; 
at the Kingdom is Cs, that it is 

hi Heaven (iT Us, Eph, 5. 5. Cel. 1. 5. ca, 

bt, | 4. 
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his Right of the Inheritance unto which you are ; 


— 


— - — 


— 
— — — 


— — — — - 
- 3 = TR 

ay — 
— — 
5 —— 


— d 1 
——_— 
= _— ———— 
* 


— - 
vu 


110 | Oe AA DOA Dir 


Inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not _—_ is reſerved in Heaven for us, 
who are kept by the Power of God thro" Faith unto 
Salvation, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4, 5. Thus therefore is our 
Heavenly Inheritance made good by our Ad vo— 
care, againſt the thwartings and branglings of the 
Devil ; nor can our new Sins make it invalid, 
bur ir abideth ſafe to us at laſt notwithſtanding 
our Weakneſs; tho', if we fin, we may have 
but little comfort of it, or but little of its preſent 
Profits while we live in this preſent World, A 
Spendthrift, tho" he loſes not his Title, may yet 
loſe the preſent Benefit, but the principal will 
come again at /aſt, for we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt the ig ter us, 

6. The Neceflity of the Advocatechip of Jeſus 
Chriſt for us further appcars in this, ro wit, for 
that our Evidences, which Oe that we have a 
Ria ht to the Eternal Inherit. ance, a'e often out of our 
own hand, yea, and alſo ieee Frag /ong from us, 
the which we come not at the fight or comfort of 
again, but by our Advocare, elpecially when our 
Evidences are taken from us, becauſe of a preſent 
forfeirure of this {nhericance ro God, by this or 
that moſt foul Offence, Evidences, when they are 
thus taken away as in David's caſe (P/. 51. 12.) 
they were, why then they are in our God's hand, 
laid up, I ſav, from the fighr of them ro whom 
they belong, till they even forget the Contents 
thereof, 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Now when Writings and Evidences are out of 
the hand of rhe Owners, and laid up in the Court 
where in Juſtice they ought to be kept, they are 
not ordinarilʒ got thence again, but by the help 
of a Lawyer, an Advocate. Thus it is with the 
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Children of God, we do often forfeit our Inte- 
reſt in Eternal Life, but the Mercy is, the For feit 
falls into the hand of God, (not of the Law, nor 


of Satan) wherefore he taketh away alſo our Evi- 


dences, (if not all, yet) ſome of 'em, as he faith, I 


will tale away my Peace Fomthis People, even le- 


1 — 


ving-hindneſs and mercy, Jer. 16. 5. This he took 
from David, 1 Chron. 17.13. Pſal. 51. 12. and 


| he entreats for the reſtauration of it, laying, Re- 


ſtore unto me the Feyof thy Salvation, and uphold me 
with thy free Spirit. And, [,ord, turn us again, cauſe 
thy Fare to ſhine, and we ſhall be ſaved, Pſal. 80. 

3, 7, 19. b 
Satan now alſo hath an opportunity to plead 
againſt us, and to help forward che Affliction, as 
his Servants did of old, when God was but a little 
angry, Zech. 1.15. bur Jeſus Chriſt our Advocate 
is ready to appear againſt him, and to ſend us from 
Heaven our old Evidences again, or to ſignifie to 
us, that they are yet good and authentick, and 
cannot be gainſaid. Gabriel, ſaith he, make this 
man underſtand the Viſion, Dan. 8. 16. And again 
ſaith he to another, Run, ſpeak to this young man, 
ſaying, Jeruſalem ſhail be inbabited as Towns wich- 
out Walls. Feruſalem had been in Caprivity, had 
loſt many Evidences of God's Favour and Love 
by realon of her Sin, and her Enemy ſtept in to 
augment her Sin and Sorrow, bur there was a man 
among the Myrtlz-trees that were in the bottom, 
that did prevail with her God to ſay, I am return'd 
to Jerulalem with mercies ; and then commands it 
to be proc.aim'd, That vis Cities through proſperity 
ſhould et be ſpread abroad, Zech. 1. 11, to 17. 
Thus, by. vertue of our Advocate, we are either 
made to receive our old Eyidences for Heaven 
| agaln, 
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again, or eſſe are made to underſtand that they 
yet are good, and ſtand valid in the Court of Hea- 


ven; nor can they be made ineffectual, but ſhall 


abide the Teſt at laſt, becauſe our Advocace is 
alſo concern'd in the Iuherirance of the Saints in 
Light. Chriftians know what it is to loſe their 
Evidences for Heaven, and to receive 'em again, 
or to hear that they hold their Title by 'em, bur 
erhaps they know not how they come at this 
Privilege ; therefore the Apoſtle tells em, chey 
have an Idvocate: And that by him, as A4{wocare, 
they enjoy all thele Ad za tages, is manifeſt, be- 
cauſe his 4{vocate's Office is appointed for our 
help when wy ſin, that is, commit Sins that are 
great and heinous. 1F any man fin, we have as 
Atinocate, 
By him the Jaſtice of Gad 1s vindicated, the 
Law anſwer'd, the Threatnings taken off, the 


mea ſure of Afflict ion that for Sin we undergo, de- 


tet miu'd our Licles to Eterna! Life preſerv'd, 
and our comfort of em reſtor'd, notwithſtanding 
che Wit, and Rage, and Envy of Hell. So then 
Chriit gave hiinlſeif tor us as a Prieſt, died for us 
as a $4crifice, bur pleadeth juſtice and Righteouſ- 
neſs in a way of Jſaſtice and Righteouſneſs (for 
ſuca is his Sacrifice) for our Salvation, from the 
Deach tha: is due co our foul or high Tranſgreili- 
ons, 18 an Advocate. 

Thus have | given you an Account of the Na- 
ture, Eau, and Necefiry of the Advocateſhip of 
Jeſus Chrift, and thou;d now come to Application, 
only muſt Fit remove an Ogjection or rwo. 

Ob] But wat needs all theſe Offices of Feſt 
Chri 2 or, whit need you trouble us with theſe nice 
Diſt inftions? tu enou7» for us to beliede in Chritt 
in 
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in the general, without conſidering him under thu 
or that Office, 

Anſ. The Wiſdom of God is not to be charg'd 
with needleſs doing, when it giveth ro Jeſus Chriſt 
ſuch variety of Offices, and calleth him to ſo many 
Imploy ments for us; they are all thought neceſſa- 
ry by Heaven, and therefore ſhould not be count- 
ed ſuperfluous by Earth. And to put a Qu ion on 
thy Objection, What's a Sac ifice without a Prieſt, 
or a Prieſt without a Sacrifice? And the ſame I 


lay of his Advocate's Office, What's an Advocate 
without the exerciſe of hisOffice ? And what need 
of an Advocate's Office being exercis'd, if Chriſt 
as Sacrifice and Prieſt was thought ſufficient by 
God ? Each of theſe Offices are tufficient for the 
perfecting the Work for which they are defign'd, 
but they are not all deſign'd for the ſelf- ſame par- 
ticular thing. Chriſt as Sacrifice offers not him- 
ſelf, tis Chriſt as Prieſt does that: Chriſt as Prieſt 
dieth not for our Sins, 'tis Chriſt as Sacrifice does 
lo, Again, Chriſt as a Sacrifice and a Prieſt limits 
himſelf to thoſe two Imploys, but as an Advocate 
he lauuches into a third: And ſince thele are not 
confounded in Hcav en, nor by the Scripture, they 
ſhould not in our apprehenſion be counted uſeleſs. 
"Tis not therefore enough for us that we excr- 
eiſe our Thoughts upon Chriſt in a general way, 
but we muſt learn ro know him in 40 his Offices, 
and to know the Nature of his Ofices allo ; our 
Condition requires this, as we are guilty of Sin, 
as we have to do with God and with our Enemy 
the Devil. As we are guilty of Sin, ſo we need a 
Sacrifice; and as we are alſo Sinners, we need 
one to preſent our Sacrifice to God for us. We 
have need alſo of him as Prieft, to preſent our 
Perſons, 
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Perſons and Services to God. And ſince God is 
juſt, and upon the judgment- ſeat; and fince alſo 
we are apt to {in grievouſly ; and again, ſince we 
have an Accuſer who will by Law vlcad ar this 
Bar of God our Sins againſt us, to the end we may 
be condemn'd, we have need of, and allo / zde an 
Advocate with the Father. Feſus Chriſi the 1794 te sis, 

Alas! how many of God's precious Peop'e, for 
want of a diſtinct knowledge of Chriſt in all his 
Offices, are at this day ſadly befled with the So- 
phiſticarions of the Devil! To inſtance no more 
than this one thing; When they have committed 
ſome heinous Sin after Light recei:'d, how are 
they rols'd and vex'd with many Perpicxitics, 
They cannot come to any Auchor in this their 
troubled Sea; they go from Promiſe to Promile, 
from this ro tar Ofice of Teius Chriſt, but forget 
that he is (or elſe underſtand not What it 15) to be 
an Advrcate for them. Hence they ſo oft fi: k un- 
der the Fears chat their Sin is unpardonable, and 
that therefore their condition is delperate, whereas 
if they would but conſi ter that Chriſt is their Ad- 
vocate, and that he is therefore made an Advocate, 
to ſave them from thoſe higk Franlgreiſions that 
are committed by them, and that he wairs upon 
this Office continually before the Judgment- feat 
of God, they would conceive Re 1er, and be my 
hold up their Head, and ſo more ſtronęgly w 
themſeives from under that Guilr and Hari 
(chole Ropes and Cords wherewith by their Fo:ly 
they have ſo ſtrongly bound themſelves) than 
commonly they have done, or do. 

Obj. 2. But notwithſtanding what you have ſaid 
thu Sin u a deadly Stich in my wa; it will not out 
of my Mind, my Cauſe being bad, but Chr i(t will 
deſert me. An. 
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Anſ. Tis true, Sin is and will be a deadly ſtick 
and ſtop to Faith, attempt to exerciſe it on Chriſt 


as Conlider'd under which of his Offices or Rela- 


tions you will ; and above all, rhe Sin of Unbe- 


nec is the Sin that doth lo, or meft eaſily beſets us, 


Heb. 12. 1,2. and no marvel, for it never acts a- 
lone, but is back'd nor only with Guilt and Igno- 


rance, but alſo with carnal Senſe and Reaſon. He 


that is ignorant of this, knows bur littie of him- 
(elf, or of what believing is: He that undertakes 
to believe, ſets upon the hardeſt Task that ever 
was propos d ro Man; not becauſe the things im- 
pos'd upon us are unreaſor able or unaccountable, 
but becauſe the Heart of Man, the more true any 
thing is, the more it ſticks and ſtumbles thereat: 
And ſays Cheiſt, Becaſe I tell you the truth, ye be- 
lizv2 me not, John a 45. Hence believi g is cali'd 
labour ing, Heb. 4. 11. ard 'tis the ſoreſt Labour 
ſar times) any . can take in hand, becauſe al- 
faulred with the ęrcateſt Oppoſitions; but believe 
thou muſt, be the Labour never ſo hard, and that 
not only in Chriſt in a general Way, but in him as 
to his ſeveral Offices, and to this of his Adi ocate- 
ſhip in parzicular, elſe ſome Sins and I emprartions 
vill nor, in their guilt or trouble, eaſiſy depart 
from thy Conſcience, no, not by Fromite, nor by 
thy attempts ro apply the ſame by ranh, And this 
the Text inſinuates, by its letting forth Chriſt as 
Advocare, as the only or beſt aud moſt ſpeedy 
way of Relief to the Soul in certain Caſes. 
There is then an Order that thou muſt obſerve 
in 8 thy Soul in a way of believing. 
. Thou muſt believe unto Juſtification in ge- 
"BCT and for this thou muſt direct thy Soul to 
the Lord Chriſt, as he 1s a Sacrifice for Sin, and 


as 
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as a Prieſt offering that Sacrifice; ſo as a Sacri- 
fice thou ſhalt ſee him appeaſing Divine Wrath for 
thy Sin, and as a Prieſt ſpreading the Skirt of his 
Garment over thee, to hide thy nakedneſs; thus 
being cloarh'd, thou- ſhalr not be fonnd naked, 

2. This when thou haſt done as well as thou 
canſt, thou muſt in the next place keep thy Eye 
upon the Lord Chriſt as improving, as Prieſt in 
3 the Sacrifice which he oFer'd on Earth 
for the continuing thee in a ſtate of Juſtification 
thy lifetime, notwithſtanding thoſe common Infir- 
mities that attend thee, and to which thou art in- 
cident in all thy beſt Performances, Nun. 5. 10. 
Exod. 28. 31, 38. therefore is he a Prieſt in Hea- 
ven, and by his Sacrifice inte ceding for thee. 

3. But if thy Foot ſlippeth, if it ſlippeth grea?- 
ly, then know thou, "twill not be long before a 
Bill be in Heaven preferr'd againſt thee by the 
Accuſer of the Brethren, ; wherefore then thou 
muſt have recourſe to Chriſt as Av te, to plead 
before God thy Judge, againſt the Devil thine 
Adverlary for thee. 

4. And as to the badneſs of thy Caule, ler no- 
thing moverhee, iavcio Humility and Self. abaſe- 
ment, for Chrift is gloritied by being concern'd 
for thee ; yea, the Ange's will ſhour aloud to lee 
him bring thee off For what grea er Glory can 
we conceive Chriſt co obrain as Advocate, than 
to bring off his People when they have finned, 
notwirhſtanding Saran's ſo charging of them fur 
'em as he dork ? 

He gloried when he was going to the Croſs to 
die, he went up with a ſhaut and the ſound of a 
Trumpet, ro make Interceſſion for us; and ſhall 
we think that by his being an Advocate he re- 
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ceives no additional Glory? *Tis Glory to him 
doubtleſ ro bear the Title of an Advocate, and 
mnch more to plead ard proſper for us againſt 
our Adverſary as he doth. 


5. And I (ay again, for thee to think that Chriſt 


will reject thee tor that thy Cauſe is bad, is a kind 


of thinking Blaſphemy againft this his Office and 
his Word, for what doth ſuch a man bur fide with 
Satan while Chriſt ts pleading againſt him? I ſay, 
tis as the Devil would have ir, for it puts ſtrength 
unto his Plea againſt us, by encreating our Sin 
and Wiekedneſs. Bur fhail Chriſt rake our Cauſe 
in hand, and ſhall we donbr of good ſucceſs ? 
This is to count Satan ſtronger than Chriſt, and 
that he can longer abide to oppoſe, than Chriſt 
can to plead for us. Wherefore away with it, 
not only as to the Notion, but alſo as to the Heart 
and Root thereof. 

Oh ! when ſha'l jeſus Chriſt our Lord be ko- 
nour'd by us as he onghr ? This daſtardly Heart 
of ours, when ſhall it be more ſubdued and trod- 
den under-foct of Faith? When ſhall Chriſt ride 
Lecrd, and King, and Advocate, uvon the Faith of 
his People as he ſhould ? He is xeaired before 
God, before Angels, and above all the Power of 
the Enemy, there is nothing comes behind bur 
the Faith of his People. 

Obj. 3. % ſince you follow the Metaptior [6 cloſe, 
I will ſupprſe, if an Adiocate be entertain'd, ſome 
Recompence muſt be (iv him; bis Fee | who hall 
pay him his Fee; | have not hing; could I do any 
thing to make this Advocate part of Amends, I 
could think I might have Bene fte from Lim, but J 
have nothing ; hat ſe you to this? 

Anſ. Sunilitudes muſt not be ſtrain'd too far, 

but 
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bur yer I have an Anſwer for this Objection, 
There is, in ſome caſes, Law for them that have, 
no Money, ay, Law and Lawyers too, and this is 
call'd a ſuing in Forma pauperis, and ſuch Law- 
yers are appoinred by Authority for that purpoſe, 
Indeed I know not that it is thus in every Na- 
tion, bur 'tis ſomerimes ſo with us in England; 
and this is the way altogether in the Kingdom 
of Heaven before the Bar of God. All is done 
there for us in Forma pauteris, on free-coſt ; for 
our Advocate or Lawyer 1s thereto defign'd and 
appointed of his Father. 

Hencc Chriſt is {aid to plead the Cauſe, not of 
the rich and wealthy, bur of the poor and need), 
not of thoſe that have many Friends, but of the 
Fatherleſs and Widow ; not of them that are fat 
and ſtrong, bur of thoſe under ſore Aﬀiiions, 
Prov. 22. 12, 23. chap. 23. ie, 11. & 31. 9. He 
ſhall ſtand at the right hand of the Poor, to ſave 
him from them that condemn his Soul, Plal 109. 31. 
or as 'tis in the Margin, from the Fudges of his 
Soul. TI his then is the manner of Jelus Chriſt with 
Men; he doth freely what he doth, not for Price 
nor Reward. 1. ve raiſed him up, 


ſays God, and I will direct all bis Spoke of G- 
ways; he ſhall build my City, and be rus, a type of 
ſhall let go my Captives, not {or a Chritt. 


Price nor Reward, Ha. 45. 13. 

This, I lay, is the manner of Jefus Chriſt with 
Men; 3 he P leads, he ſues in Forma pauperis gra- 
tis, and of meer compaiſion; and hence?” tis that 
you have his Clients give him thanks, for that 18 
all the Poor can give: I will greatiy praiſe " 


Lord with my int, | will praiſe vim among t«. 
multitude, for he ſail flaud at the ripht hand of 
the 
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the Poor, to ſave him from them that condemn hu 
Soul. Plal. 109. 30. 
They know bur little that talk of giving to 


Chriſt, excepr they mean, they would give him 


Ble ſſing and Praiſe. He bids us come freely, take 
freely, and tells us that he will give and do freely, 
Rev. 22. 17. & 21. 6. Let him have that which ts 
his own, to wit, thy ſelf, for thou art the Price of 
his Blood. David ſpcaks very ſtrangely of giving 
to God for mercy beſtow'd on him; I call it 


ſtrangely, becauſe indeed 'tis ſo to reaſon ; Mhat 


(lays he) ſhall I render to the Lord for all his bene- 
fits ? I will take this Cup and call for more, Pal. 
116. 12, 13. Gcd has no need of thy Gift, nor 
Chriſt of thy Bribe to plead thy Caule ; take 
thank fully hat is offer d, and call for more, 
that's the beſt giving to Ged. God is rich enough, 
talk not then of giving, but of receiving, for thou 
att poor; be not te high, nor think thy ſelf oo 
goto live by the Alms of Heaven; and ſince 
the Lord Jeſus is willing to ſerve thee freely, and 
to maintain thy right to Heaven againſt thy Fee, 
to the ſaving of thy Soul, without Price or Re- 
ward, Let ge Peace of God rule in thee, to the 
which thou art allo called. as is the reſt of. the body, 
and be thuu than ful, Col, 3. 15. 
This then is the Privilege of a Chriſtian, we 
.v2 an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the 
Ji. 155 ; one that pleadeth the Cauſe of his 
People age inſt thoſe that rile up againſt em, of his 
Love, Pity , and meer Good-will, Lord, open the 
Eyes of dark Readers, of diſconſolate Saints, that 
= may: fee who is for em, and on what terms. 
J. 4. but if CH doth CNC beg into plead 
* me; © nd Yhal become mine Advocate be will al- 
ways 
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ways be troubled with me, unleſs I ſhould of my ſel 
forſake him, for I am ever in Broils and Suits ef 
Law, Action after Attion is laid upon me, and I am 
ſometimes ten times in a d ſummoned to anſwer 
my Doings before God. 

Anſ. Chriſt is not an Advocate to plead a Cauſe 
or two; He delivereth Iſrael out of all his trou- 
bles, 2 Sam. 22. 28. and chuſes to be an Advocate“ 
for ſuch ; therefore the Godly of old did uſe to tim: 
make, from the greatneſs of their Troubles and thef 44; 
abundance of their Troublers, an Argument to the 
Lord Chriſt ro ſend and lend them Help: Have thin 
mercy upon me, ſaid David, conſider my trouble which 
I ſuffer ef them that hate me, Pſal. 9. 13. And a- 
gain, many are they that riſe up againſt me, many 
there be that ſay of my Soul, there 1s no help for him 
zin God, Pla). 3. 1, 2. Yea, the Troubles of rhis One « 
Man were ſo many and great, that his EnemicesI* *P 
began to triumph over him, ſaying, There 1s e q 
help for him in God, ver. 7. But could he not de- rod), 
liver him, or did the Lord forſake him? No, no 
Thou haſt ſmitten, faith he, al mine Enemies ue Advo 
the Cheek-boue ; thou haſt brohen the Teeth of th 4 
Unzodly, And as he delivereth them from thei” « 
Troubles, ſo allo he pleadeth al their Cauſes ©/* 
O Lord, faith the Church, thou haſt pleaded th onſid 
Cauſes of my Soul, thou haſt redeemed my Liflelus“ 
Lam. 3. 58. Mark, troubled Chriftian, thou ſav c 
thou halt been arreſted oft- times in a day, and a 9 10 
ofcen ſummon'd ro appear at God's Bar, there t.. 


we 
thri 
wh 
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for 


anſwer ro what ſhall be laid to thy charge ; anfing, 

here for thy encouragement thou read'ſt, that Hatt 

Church hath an Adbecate that p:caderh the Cauſeſſ© WII 

of her Soul, that is, all her Cauſes, to deliver heſfbings 

He knows that ſo long as we are in chis Worte ene 
1 
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we are ſubject to Temptation and Weakneſs, and 

thro' them made guilty of many bad things; 
If wherefore he hath prepar'd himſelf ro our Ser- 
vice, and ro abide with the Father an Advocate 
for us. As Solomon ſaith of a Man of great wrath, 
iſe Prov. 19. 19. fo it may be ſaid of a Man of great 

Weakneſs, (and the beſt of Saints are {uch) he 
muſt be deliver'd again and again : yea, many 4 
time, ſaith David, did he deliver them, Pal. 106. 
hel 44» 45. co wit, more than once and twice, and he 


| 
| 
thine Advocate, Thou talk'ſt of leaving him, but | 


he will do ſo for thee, if thou entertain bim to be 
av? ; a | 0 
bY then whither wilt thou go? all clſe are vain 


21, 22, 23. and he will not forſake his People, 
mo' their Land be filled with fin againſt the Holy 
One of Iſrael, Fer. 51.5. | know the modeſt Saint i 
i apt to be abaſh'd, to think hat a troubleſome Þ} 

one he is, and what a Male- work he has ben in i 
3% God's Houle all his days; and let him be filled | 

with holy bluthing, but let him not forſake his bl 
Advocate. 
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. things, things that cannot profit, 1 Sam. 12. 20, 1 
| 


| 
Having thus ſpoken to theſe Objections, let us ' | 
heile come to make tome uſe of the whole: And, 
es %. Firſt, [ would exhort the Children to 
1 |$onfider the Dignity that God hath put upon 
Ligleſus Chriſt their Savicur ; for by how much God ii 
CafÞatlt cail'd his Son to Offices and Places of Truſt, 
+ oF) 19 much he hath heap'd Dignities upon him. 
re tͤlis ſaid of Mordecas, I hat he was next to the 
aa ing Shaſuerus; And what then > Why then the 
ir thprearncls of Mor decai and his high Advance muſt 
24u{eÞ* written 11 che Bock of the Chronicles of the 
e heffungs of Media and Perjia, Eſth. 10. 1, 2, 3. to 
Wore end his Fame might noc be buried nor forgot, 

W (, bur 
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bur remember'd and talk'd of in Generations to 
come, Why, my Brethren, Gd exaired Fe- 
ſus of Nazareth, hath -made him the only great 
one, having given him a Name above every Name: 
A Name, did I ſay, a Name and Glory, beyond 
all Names, and above all Names, as doth witneſs: 
both his being ſer above all, and the many Offi- 
ces which he executeth for God on behalf of his 
People. Tis counted no little addition to Ho- 
nour, when Men are not only made near to the 
King, bur alſo entruſted with moſt, if not almoſt 
with all the moſt weighty Affairs of the King- 
dom. Why this is the Dignity of Chriſt, he is, 'tis 
true, the natural Son of God, and fo high, and 
one that abounds with Honour, but this is no: 
all, God has conferr'd upon him as Man, all Ho- 
nour, made him Lord Mediator betwixt him and 
the World: This in general. And particularly, 
he hath call'd him to be his High- prieſt for ever, 
He b. 7. 21, 22, 23, 24. and hath {worn he ſhall 


JAVocate an 


not be chang” d ior another ; he hath accepted 


his Otfering once for ever, counting that there 13 
wholly enough, in whar he did once, to perfect 
for ever them that are ſanctified, to wit, ſet apart 
to Glory, Heb 16, £1325 i. 

He is Caprain-general of all the Forces that 
God hath in Hcaven and Earth, the King and 
Commander of his People, Chap. 9. 25, 26. 

He is Lord of l, and made Head over all 
things to the Church, E. 1. 22. and is our Adv 
che with the Father. O the Exalration of 7000 
Let Chriſtians therefcre in the firſt p!act 
Ner can it be but profitable ro 'em 
nfider that ail this Truſt aud 
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tion to the advantage and advancement of Chri- 
ſtians. If Chriſtians do but confider the nearnels 


that is betwixr Chriſt and them, and withal con- 
ſider how he is exalted, it muſt needs be mattet 


of Comfort to em. He is my Fleſh and my Bone 


that is exalted, 'tis my Friend and Brother that 


is thus ſer up and prefer' c. "Twas ſomething to 
the Jews that Mordecai was exaſted to Honour; 
they had thereby ground to rejoice and be glad, 
for that one of themſelyes was made a Lord by 
the King, and Governour of the Land, *I1s true, 
when a Man thinks of Chriſt, as ſever'd from him, 
he ſees but little to his comfort in Chriſt's Exal- 
tation, but when he looks upon Chriſt, and can 
lay, my Saviour, my Prieſt, or the chief Biſhop of 
my Soul, then he will ſee much in his being thus 
promoted ro Honour. Conſider then of the Glo- 
ries to which God has exalted our Saviour, in 
that he hath made him ſo high. Tis comely alſo 
when thou ſpeak'ſt of him, that thou mention his 
Name with ſome additional T itle, thereby to call 


thy Mind to the remembrance, and ſo to the 


greater reverence of the Perſon of thy Jeſps, as, 
our Lord Jeſus, our Lord and Saviour jeſus Chriſt, 
the Apoſtie and High- Prieſt of our Profeſſion 
Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Pet. 2. 20. Heb. 3.1, Cc. "Men 
write themſelves by their Titles, as Fobn Earl of 
ſuch a place, 4uthmy Earl of ſuch a place, and 
Thomas Lord, Sc. is common allo ro call Men 
in great Places by their Tir'cs rather than by cheir 
Names, as, Lou 4 Hizh-Chancellor of England, Lord 
Pri - Seal, Lord Hiiph- Admiral, & And thus 
ſnould Chriſtians make mention of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, adding to his Name ſome of his Titles 
of Honour, 'tpccially face ali Places of Truſt and 
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Titles of Honour conter'd on him are of ſpecial 
Favour ro us. I did ule to be much raken with 
one Sect of Chriſtians, for that it was uſually 
their way, when they made mention of the Name) 
of Feſusy to call him The bleſſed King of Glory: 

Chriſtians ſhould do thus, twould do 'em good; 
for why doth the Holy Ghoſt, think you, give him 
all theſe Titles, but that we ſhould call him by 
them, and ſo make mention of him one to ano- 
ther; for the very calling of him by this or that 
Title or Name, belonging to this or that Office 
of his, giveth us Occaſion not only to think of 
him as exercifirg that Office, but to erquite by 
the Word, by Mediration, ard one of another, 
what there is in that Ofhce, nd what by his exer- 


ciſing of that, the Lord Jeſus profiteth kis Church, 


How will Men ſtand for chat Honour that by 
Superiors is given ro em, expecting and uſing all 
things, to wir, Actions and Carriages, fo as that 
thercby their Grandeur may Le maintain d: And 
laich Chriſt, ye call me Maſter and Lord, and ve 
ſay wel, for jo I am, Joh. 13. 13. Chriſt Jeſus eur 
Lord weuld have us exerciſe our ſelves in the 
knowledge of his glorivus Offices and relative 
Titles, becauſe of the advantage that we get by 
the knowledge of em, and the Reverence of and 
Love to him that they beget in our Hearts. Le 
Piſe ip/e, ſaith the Text, whom Feſus loved ſaid un- 
te beter, It is the Lord; and when Simon Peter 
h-ard that it was the Lord, he girt his Fiſher's 
Coat unto hun (for be was naked) and did caſt 
lelt intro the Sea; and rhe other Diſciples came 
to Wit, ta more, to wait on then 


111 A title Ship, 
Ihe very naming of him under 


Lord, Chap. 1 


the Title of Lord, Odow'd their Hearts forthwith 
to 
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to come With joint readineſs to wait upon him. 


Let this alſo learn us to diſtinguiſh Chriſt's Offi- 


ces and Titles, not to confound em, fer he exer- 
ciſeth choſe Offices, and beareth thoſe Titles for 


great reaſon, aud to our commodity. 


Every Circumſtance relating both to Chriſt's 
Humiliation and Exaltation ought to be duly 
weigh'd by us, becauſe of that Myſtery of God 
and of man's Redemption that is u rapt therein; 
in the Tabernacle, but had in it T /e of Iaſt ruct ion 
to the Children of Iſrael, fo there is not any part, 
whether more near or more remote to Chrilt's 
Suffering and Exaltation, but is, could we get 
into it, full of ſpiritual Advantage to us. 

To inſtance the Mater that came out of Chriſt's 
Side, a thing little taken notice of, either by 
Preachers or Hearers, and yet John makes it one 
of rhe Witneſſes of the Truth of our Redemption, 
and a Conft-marion of the certainty of that R-cord 
that God ro the World hath given cf the Suf- 
hciency that is in his Son to ſave, 7%. 19. 34. 
Joh. 5. 5, to 9, Nm. 4. 9, to 12. 

When have conſider'd that the very imeing 
of Scripture Expreiſions, and the Seaſon of admi- 
niſtring Ordinances, has been argumentative to 
tie promoting of the Faith, and way of Juſtifica- 
tion by Chriſt; it has made me think that both 
my ſelf and moſt of the People of God look over 
the Scriptures too ſlightly, and take too little notice 
of that or of thaſe many Honr:urs that God for our 
good has conferr'd upon Chriſt. Shall he be call'd 
a King, a Prieſt, a Prophet, a Sacrifice, an Altar, 
a Captain, a Head, a Husband, a-Father, a Foun- 
tain, a Door, a Rock, a Lyon, a Saviour, &c. and 
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thall we not conſider things? And ſhall Ged 


to all the ſe add morcover, that he is an Advocate, 


and ſnall we take no notice thereof, or jumble\ 


things ſo together, that we loſe {ume of his Titles 
and Offices, or ſo be cortcern'd with one, as not. 
ro think we have need of the benefit of the reſt ? 
Ler us be atham'd rhus ro do or think, and ler us 
give to him that is thus exalted the Glory due un- 
to his Name. 

Uſe 2. Secondly, As we ſhonld confider the 
Titles and Offices of Chrift in general, ſo we 
ſhould conſider the of his being an Advocate in 
particular; for this is one of the Reaſons which 
induced the Apoſtle ro preſent him here under 
that very notion to us, namely, that we ſhould 
have Faith about it, and conſider of it ro our 
comfort, If any Man jim, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous. An Advocate 
an Advocate, as I ſaid, is one that hath Power to 

lead for another in this, or that, or au Court of 
udicature. Be much therefore inthe meditation of 
Chriſt, as executing of this his Office for thee, for 
many Adyantages will come to thee thereby. As, 
1. This will ve thee to [ce that thou art not for- 


faken when thou haſt ſinned ; and this has not in 


it a little P.chet only, but yieldeth Conſolation 
in time of need. 

There is nothing that we are more prone unto, 
than to think we are forlaken when we have ſin— 
ned, when for this very thing, to wit, to keep us 
fron; hinking ſo, is the Lord jeſus become our 
Idvocate,; if ary man fin, we have an Advocate. 
Chriſtian, chou that haſt ſinned, and that with 
the guilt of thy vin art driven to the brink of 
Hci), 1 bririg thce news from God, thou ſhalr not 
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die, but live, for thou haſt an Advocate with the 
Father. Let this therefore be conſider'd by thee, 


becauſe it yielderh this Fruit. 


2. The findy of this Truth will give thee ground 
to tale courage to conten1 with the Devil concern- 
ing the largeneſs of Grace, by Faith, ſince thy Ad- 
vocate is contending for thee again{t him ar the 
Bar of God. Tis a great encouragement for a 
Man to hold up his Head in the Country, when 
he knows he has a ſpecial Friend at Court. Why 
our Advocate is a Friend at Court, a Friend there 
ready to give the onſet to Satan, come he when 
he will: Ve have an Advocate with the Father; 
an Advocate, or one to plead againſt Satan for us. 

2. This Conſideration will yield Relief when by 
Satan's Abuſe of ſome ether of the Offices of Chriſt 
thy Faith diſecurag'd and made afraid. Chriſt, 
as a Prophet, pronounces many a dreadful Sen- 
rence againſt Sin; and Chrift, as a King, is of 
power ro execute em: And Satan, as an Encmy, 
has Subtilty enough to abuſe both theſe, to the 


a moſt utter O erthrow of the Faith of rhe Chil- 


dren of God. Bur what will he do with him as 
he is an AZvocate, ? Will he urge that he will 
plead againſt us? He can't, he has no ſuch Oflice, 
be plead againk the? with his great Power ? 
No, but he wou put [frength into thee, Fob 23. 3, 
4,5, 6. Whercfore Satan Coth all he may to keep 
thee ignorant of this Office, for he knows, that 
as Advocate, when he 1s fo apprehended, the 
Saints are greatly reliev'd by him, even by a be- 
lieving thought of that Once. 

4. The Corjideration, or the Conſideration of | 
Chrift as exerciſing of ths Offic?, will belp thee 20 
put by that Vi zur where wit Chriſt by Sat zu i; miſ=- 


64 repre- 
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repreſented to thee, to the wealning and affrigbe- 
ing of thee, There is nothing more common a- 


mong Saints than thus ro be wrong'd by Satan; 


for as he will labour ro ſerch Fire our of the Of- 


aces of Chriſt to bura us, ſo to preſent him to us. 


with ſo dreadful and ſo ireful a Countenance, 
that a Man in Jemptation and under Guilr ſhall 
hardly be able to lift up his Face to God. 

Bur now, to think really that he is my Advo- 
eat?, this heals all. Put a Vizor upon the Face of 
a Father, and it may perhaps for a while fright 
the Child; bur let the Father ſpeak, ler him ſpeak 
in his own Fatherly Dialect to the Child, and the 
Vizor is gone, if not from the Father's Face, yet 
from the Child's Mind, yea, the Child, notwith- 
ftanding that Vizor, will adventure to creep into 
its Father's Boſom. Why, thus 'tis with the Saints 
when Satan deludes and abuſes them, by disft- 
guring the Countenance of Chriſt to their view; 
let them but hear their Lord ſpeak in his own 
natural Dialect, (and then he doth ſo indeed 
when we hear him ſpeak as an Advocate) and 
their Minds are calm'd, their Thoughts ſettled, 

their Guilr vaniſh'd, and their Faith reviv'd. 

Indeed the Advocareſkip of Feſus Ch iſt is not 

much mention'd in the Word, and becauſe it is 
no oftner made mention of, therefore perhaps it 
is that ſome Chriſtians do ſo lightly pals it over, 
| when on the contrary the Rarity of the thing 
ſhouſd make it the mare admirable ; and perhaps 
it is therefore ſo little made mention of in the 
Bible, becauſe it ſnould not be abus'd by the com- 
mon fort, but is as it were privarely dropt in a Cor- 
ner, to be found by them that are for finding Re- 
lief for cheir Soul, by a diligent ſearch of the 


Ser ip- 
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Scriprures, for Chrift in this Office of Advocare 
is only deſign'd for the Child of God, the Worid 


bath nothing to do therewith. Methinks that 


which alone is proper to Saints, and that which 


by God is peculiarly defign'd for em, they ſhould 


be mightily taken withal; the peculiar Treaſure 
ef Kings, the peculiar Privilege of Saints, oh, this 
ſhould be affecting to us! why, Chriſt as an Ad- 
vocate is ſuch. Remember me, O Lord, ſaid the 
Pſalmiſt, with the Favour that thou bearrſt to thy 
People : O viſit me with thy Salvation, that I may ſee 
the good of thy Choſen, that I may rejoice in the glad- 
neſs of thy Nation, that I may glory with thine Inhe- 
ritance, Plal.106.4, 5. The Plalmiſt, you ſee here, 
is Crying out for a ſhare in, and the knowledge of 
the peculiar Treaſure of Saints; and this of Chriſt 
as Advocate is ſuch, wherefore ſtudy it and prize 
it ſo much the more: This Advocate is ours. 

1. Study it with reference to its Peculiarity: It 
is for the Children, and no- body elle, for the Chil- 
dren little and great; this is Childrens Bread, 
this is a Mels for Berjamin, this is to be eaten in 
the Holy Place. Children uſe to make much ef 
that which by way of ſpeciality is by their Rela- 
tions beftow'd on em. And Naboth /aid to Ahab, 
th: Lord forbid it me, that I ſhould give the Inher i- 
tance of my Fathers to thee, 1 Rin. 21. 3. no truly 
will I nor. Why ſo? becauſe it was my Fathei's 
Gift, nor in common to al}, but to me in ſpecial. 

2. Study this Office in the Nature of it, for 
therein lies the Excellency of any thing, even in 

the Nature fit: Wrong Thoughts of this or that 
abuſes ir, and rakes its natural Glory from it; 
take heed therefore of miſapprehending, while 
thou art ſeeking to apprehend Chriſt as thy Ad- 
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repreſented to thee, to the weakning and affright- 
ing of thee, There is nothing more common a- 


mong Saints than thus to be wrong'd by Satan ;\ 


for as he will labour ro ferch Fire our of the Of- 


aces of Chriſt ro bura us, ſo to preſent him to us. 


v. h fo dreadful and fo ireful a Countenance, 
„a Man in Temptation and under Guilr ſhall 
hardly be able to lift up his Face to God. 

But now, to think really that he is my Advo- 
eat?, this heals all. Pur a Vizor upon the Face of 
a Father, and it may perhaps for a while fright 
the Child ; bur let the Father ſpeak, let him ſpeak 
in his own Fatherly Dialect to the Child, ! the 
Vizor is gone, if not from the Father's Face, yet 
from the Child's Mind, yea, the Child, notwith- 
ſtanding that Vizor, will adventure to creep into 
its Father's Boſom. Why, thus 'tis with the Saints 
when Satan deludes and abuſes them, by disft- 
guring the Countenance of Chriſt to their view; 
let them but hear their Lord ſpeak in his own 
natural Dialect, (and then he doth ſo indeed 
when we hear him ſpeak as an Advocate) and 
their Minds are calm'd, their Thoughts ſettled, 
their Guilt vaniſh'd, and their Faith reviv'd. 

Indeed the Advocateſhip of Feſus C iſt is not 
much mention'd in the Word, and becauſc it is 
no ofrner made mention of, therefore perhaps it 
is that ſome Chriſtians do ſo lightly paſs it over, 
when on the contrary the Rarity of the thing 
ſhou!d make it the more admirable; and perhaps 
it is therefore ſo little made mention of in the 
Bible, becauſe it ſouid not be abus'd by the com- 
mon fort, but is as it were privarely dropt in a cor- 
ner, to be found by them that are for finding Re— 
lief for their Soul, by a diligent ſearch of the 


Ser ip- 


Iby God is peculiarly deſign'd for em, they ſnhould 


Scriprures, for Chrift in this Office of Advocate 
is only deſign'd for the Child of God, the World 
bath nothing to do therewith. Methinks that 
which alone is proper to Saints, and that which 


de mighrily taken withal; the peculiar Tregſure 
ef Kings, the peculiar Privilege of Saints, oh, this 
ſhou!d be affecting to us! why, Chriſt as an Ad- 
vocate is ſuch. Remember me, O Lord, ſaid the 
Plalmiſt, with the Favour that thou beareſt to thy 
People : O viſit me with thy Salvation, that I may ſee 
the good of thy Choſen, that I may rejoice in the glad- 
neſs of thy Nation, that I may glory with thine Inhe- 
ritance, Pſal. 06. 4, 5. The Plalmiſt, you ſee here, 
is Crying out for a ſhare in, and the knowledge of 
the peculiar Treaſure of Saints; and this of Chriſt 
as Advocate is ſuch, wherefore ſtudy it and prize 
it ſo much the more: This Advocate is ours, 

1. Study it With reference to its Peculiarity: It 
is for the Children, and no- body elle, for the Chil- 
dren little and great; this is Childrens Bread, 
this is a Meſs for Be, amin, this is to be eaten in 
the Holy Place. Children uſe to make much &f 
that which by way of ſpeciality is by their Rela- 
tions beftow'd on 'em. And Naboth /aid to Ahab, 
th: Lord forbid it me, that I ſhould give the Inher i- 
tance of my Fathers to thee, 1 Kin. 21. 3. no truly 
will I nor. Why fo? becauſe it was my Fathei's 
Gift, nor in common to al}, but to me in fpecial. 

2. Study this Office in the Nature of it, for 
therein lies the Excellency of any thing, even in 
the Nature of it : Wrong Thoughts of this or that 
abuſes it, ard rakes its natural Glory from it; 
take heed therefore of miſapprehending, white 
thou art ſecking to apprehend Chiiſt as thy Ad- 
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voc ate. Men judge of Chriſt's Offices while they 


are at foo great a diſtance from 'em, but let them 


come near, ſays God, then let them fpeak, Iſa. 41.1. 


or as Elihu ſaid to his Friends (when ke had ſeen 


them judge amils) Let us chuſe to ws Fudgment, let. 


us know among our ſelves what is good, Job 34. 4. 
So lay I, {tndy to know; rightly ro know the Ad- 
vecate-U:lice of Feſus Chri#t : It is one of the ea- 
ſieſt things in the World ro miſs of the Nature, 
while we ſpeak of the Name and Offices of Fe/iu 
Chri#t ; wherefore lool to it, that thou ſtudy the 
Nature of the Office of his Advocareſhip, of his 
Ad vocateſhip fer, for ſo you ovght to conſider it, 
There is an Advceate for, not againſt the Chil- 
dren of God, Feſirs Chriſt the righteous. 

3. Study this Office with reference to its effica- 
cy and preyalency : Fob ſays, After my Words they 
ſhake not again, Jab 29. 22. And when Chriſt 
ſtands up to plead, all muſt keep Silence before 
him. True, Satan had the firſt Word, but Chriſt 


the laſt in the Buſineſs of Foſhua, and ſuch a laſt, 


as brought the poor Man off well, tho" cloathed 
with filthy garments, Zec, 3. Satan muſt be ſpeect- 
leſ after a Plea of our Advocate, how rampam 
ſoever he is afore ; or as Elihu has it, He was ama- 
Fed, he anſwered no more, he left off ſpeaking. Shall 
he that ſpeaks in Righteouſneſs give place, ard 
he who has nothing but Envy and Deceit be ad- 
mitted to ſtand his ground? Behold, the Ange:s 
cover their Faces when they ſpeak of his Glory, 
how then ſhall not Saran bend before him! In 
the days of his Humiliation he made him cringe 
and creep, how much more then now he is exal— 
ted to Glory, to glory to be an Advocate, an Ad- 
veeate for his People! If ary Man ſin, we have an 
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Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous. 
4. Study the Faithfulneſ of Chriſt in his execu- 


tion of this Office, for he will nor fail nor forſake 


them that have entertain'd him for their Advocate, 


|. He will thorowly plead their Cauſe, Jer. 50. 34. 


Faithful and True, is one of his Titles, and you 
ſhall be faithfully ſerv'd by him; you may boldly 
commit your Cauſe unto him, nor ſhall the bad- 
neſs of it make him fail, or diſcourage him in his 
Work, for it is not the badneſs of a Cauſe that 
can hinder him from prevailing, becaule he hath 
wherewith to anſwer tor all thy Sins, and a new 
Law ro plead by, thro' which he will make thee 
a Conqueror: He is allo for {ticking to a Man to 
the end, if he once engages for him, Foeh.13. 1, 2. 
He will threaten and love, he will chaſtiſe and 
love, he will kill and love, and thou ſhalt find it 
ſo. And he will make this appear ar the laſt, and 
Satan knows it is fo now, for he finds the Power 
of his Repulles while he pleads fer thee ar the Bar 


_e24inſt him. And all chis is in very Faithfulneſs. If 
5. Study allo the need that thou haſt of a Share | 
in the execution of the Advocateſhip of Feſus Chriſt. 


Chriſtians find that they have need of waſhing in 


the Blood of Chriſt, and that they have need of Jl 
being cloath'd with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 3 $ 
they alſo find that they have need that Chrift Jl 


ſhould make Interceſſion for them, and that by 


him (of neceſſity) they muſt approach God, and ſd 
preſent their Prayers and Services to him; bur Wit 
they do nor ſo well ſee that they need that Chriſt I 


(ſhould aiſo be their Advocate. And the Reaſon 


thereof is this; they forget that their Adver/ary WW 
makes it his Butineſs to accuſe them before the 
Throne of God; the); conſider not the long Scrolls 
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and many Crimes wherewith he ,chargeth them 
in the Preſence of the Angels of God: I (ay, this 


is the Caute that the Advocateſhip of Chriſt is ſo, 


little confider'd in the Churches; yea, many that 


have been reliev'd by that Office of his, have not. 


underſtood what he has thereby done for em. 

Bur perhaps this is to be kept from many till 
they come to behold his Face, and till all things 
ſhall be reveal'd, that Chriſt might have Glory 
given him in che next World, for doing of that for 
them which they ſo little thought of in this. Bur 
do not thou be content with this Ignorance, be- 
cauſe the Rnowledge of his advocating it for thee 
will yield thee pre/ent Relief. Study therefore 
thine own Weakneis, the Holineſs of the Judge, 
the Badneſs of thy Cauſe, the Subrilty, Malice, 
and Rage of thine Enemy, and be aſſur'd chat 
whenever thou finneſt, by and by thou arr for it 
accus'd before God, at his Judgment-ſcar, Theſe 
things will, as 'twere by way of neceſſity, inſtil 
into thy Heart the need thou haſt of an Advccare, 
and will make thee look, as to the Blood and Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt to juſtifie thee, ſo ro Chriſt as 
an Advocate to picad thy Cauſe, as did holy Fob 
in bis Diſtreſſes, Fob 16. 21. 

TU/e 3. Thirdly, Is Chrift Jeſus not only a Prieſt 
o, and a King over, but an Advocate for his People? 
Let this make us ſtand and wonder, and be ama- 
zed at his Ermiliation and Condeſcention. We real 
of his Humiliation on Earth when he put himſelf 
into our Fleſh, took upon him er Sins, and made 
them as his own unro Condemnation and Death. 
And to be an Advocate is an Office repreachful 
ro the malicious, if any Man be ſvch a one, for 
he that are baſe and un worthy. Yea, the bighes 
and 


doth often in effect count him now in Heaven as a 


| he undertakes to plead a bad Caule, it happens 
to be the Cauſe of the baſe and unworthy ! And 


of Jeſus Chriſt. x33 


and more honourable the Perſon is that pleads for 
ſuch, the more he humbles himſelf. The Word 


Servant for us, and Acts of Service are Acts of 
Condeſcention ; and I am ſure ſome Acts of Ser- 
vice have more of that in them than others, and I 
think, when all things are conſider'd, that Chriſt 
neither doth, nor can do any thing for us there of 
a more condeſcet.ding nature than to become our 
Advocate. True, he glories in it, but that doth 
not ſhew that the Work is excellent in itſelf. It 
is alſo one of his Titles of Honour, but that is ro 
ſhew how highly God efteems of and dignifies all 
his Acts; and tho' this ſhall tend ar laſt ro the 
greatning of his Honour and Glory in his King- 
dom, yet the Work it ſelf is amazingly mean. 

] ſpeak after the manner of Men: Ir is counted 
ſo in this Worid : How baſe and ignoble doth a 
Man make himlelf, eſpecially to h.5 gemy, when 


- 


I am fure we are every one ſo in our ſelves, for | 
whom he is become an Advocate with the Father. 
True, we are made worthy in him, but that's no 
thanks to ws; as to ourſelves and our Cauſe, both Fi} 
un 

| 


are Lad enough. Let us now leave off diſpuring, Fl 
and ſtand amaz'd at his Condeſcericion : He um- 
bleth himſelf to beh9'd things that nre done in Hea- 
ven, Plal. 113. 4, 5, 6. and Mer »f old did uſe to 
wonder to think God ſhould ſi much ſtoop, as to 
open his Eyes to look upon Man, or ſo much as to 
once mind him, 70% 14. 1. 2, 3. & 7. 17. Pl. 8. 
4. & 144. 3, 4. And i theſe be Acts that beſpeak 
a Condeſcention, at will you count of Chriſt's . 
Randing up as an Adyccate, to plead the Caule f 

his 
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his People? Muſt not that be much more fo ac- 
counted? O the Condeſcention of Chriſt in Hea- 
ven! while Cavillers quarrel at ſuch kind of Lan- 
guage, Jer the Saints ſtay themſelves and wonder 
at it, and be ſo much the more affected with his 
Grace. The Perſons are baſe, and the Crimes bad 
wherewith they arc charg'd, wherefore one wou d 
think tis a great Condeſcention of Chriſt to take 
upon him to be an Aavecate for ſuch People, 'ſpe- 
cially if you conſider the cpenels of this Work of 
Chriſt, for this thing is not done in a Corner, but 
is done in open Court, 

Firſt, Wieh a holy and juſt God ; for He is the 
Judge of ail, and his Eyes are purer than to behold 
Ini quity, yea, his very Preſence is a conſuming 
Fire; yet before and with this God, and that for 
ſuch a People, Jeſus Chriſt will be an Advocate. 
For one mean Man to be an Advocate for the bale, 
with one that is not conſiderable, is not ſo much, 
but for Chriſt ro be an Advocate for the bale, 


and for the baſe too under the baſeſt Conſidera- 


tion, this is to be wondred at. When Bathſhe ba 
the Queen became an Advocate for Adonij 4h, 
unto King Solomon, you fee how he flounc'd at 
her, for that his Cauſe was bad; And why,laith he 
doſt thou ask Abiſhaifor Adonijah ? Ask for him the 
Kingdom alſo, 1 Kin. 2. 16, to 23. I told you be- 


fore, that to be an Advocate did run one upon 


hazards of Reproach,and it may eafily be thought 
that the Queen did bluſh when from the King her 
Son ſhe receiv d ſuch a repulſe; nor do we heat 
any more of her being an Advocate, | believe the 
had enough of this. Bur oh! this Chriſt of God, 
who himſelf is greater than Solomon, he is become 


an Advocate, an Advocate with the Father, who 1 
* ths 


, worle than could be Adonif ah in the Eyes of his 


fore the Angels of his Father, Mark 8.38. Angels | 
| 
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the erernally juſt, and holy, and righteous God; 
and chat for a People, with reſpect ro him, far 


Brother Solomon. Majeſty and Juſtice are dread- 
ful in themſelves, and much more ſo when ap- 
proach'd by any, eſpecially when the Cauſe, as 
to matter of Fact, is bad that the man is guilry 
of who is concern'd in the Advocateſhip of his 
Friend, and yer Jeſus Chriſt is ſtill an Advecate 
for us, an Advocate with the Father, | 
Secondly, Confider ailo before whom Jeſus 
Chrift doth plead as an Advocare, and thar is be- 
fore or in the preſence and obſervation of all the 
Heavenly Hoſt; for while Chrift pleadeth with | 


God for his People, all the Hoſt of Heaven ſtands | 


by, on the right hand and on the left, Mat. 10. 32. | 


And tho? as yet there may ſeem to be but little in 


this Conſideration, yet Chrift would have us know 
and account it an infinite kindneſs of his ro us, 
that he will confeſs, and not be athain'd of us be- 


are holy and glorious Creatures, and in ſome re- 
ſpect may have a greater knowledgs of the nature 
and baſeneſs of Sin than we, while here, are ca- 
pable of, and fo may be made to ftand and won- | 
der While the Advocate pleads with God for a 
People from Head to Foot cloath'd therewith : 
Bur Chriſt will not be aſham'd ro ſtand up for us 
before them, rho? they know how bad we are, 
and what vile things we have done: Let this 
therefore make us wonder. 

Third!y, Add to theſe how unconcern'd oft- 
times thoſe are with themſelves and their own 


deſolate condition, for whom Chrift as an Advo- þ| | 
Care labourcth in Heaven with God, Alas, the 


Soul 


j7 
4 
»- 


| 


126 The Adwvocateſhip 


Soul is as far off of knowing what the Devil is 


doing againſt it at God's Bar, as David was when 


Saul was threatning to have his Blood, while he 


| was hid in the Field, 1 Sam. 20. 26, to 32. 
O true Fonathan, how didſt thou plead for David; 


Bur 


Only here thou hadft the advantage of our Ad- 
vocate, thou hadſt a good Caule to plead, for 
when Saul thy Father laid, David ſhall ſurely die, 
thy Reply was, Mer efore ſhall he be ſlain ? what 
evil hath he done? But Chriſt cannot ſay thus, 
when he pleadeth for us at God's Bar, nor is our 
preſent Senſleſneſs and Unconcernedneſs about 
his pleading, but an aggravation to our Sin. Per- 


| haps David was prayuig while Fonathan was 


playing the Advocate for him before the King his 
Father; bur perhaps the Saint is fleeping, yea, 
{ finning more, while Chtiſt is pleading for him in 
| Heaven : Oh! this ſhould greatly affect us, this 


ſider'd by us, to heighten our Souls ro admira- 
tion of the Grace and Kindneſs of Chriſt. 


Fourthly. Join to theſe the Greatneſs and Gra- 


vity, the Highneſs and glorious Majeſty of the 


Man that is become our Advocate; ſays the Text, 


tis Feſus Chriſt, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 


ther, Feſus Chriſt. 

Now, that he hond become an Advocate, that 
he (hyuld embrace ſuch an linploy as this of his 
Advocat-ſhip. let this be a wonderment, and ſo 
be accouuted. But let us come to the 4th Uſe. 

T 4a. Fourtniy, Is it ſo? is Jeſus Chriſt the 
Saviou aſo become our Advoctte e Then let us 
laben to, 1%e that Improvement of this Doctrin as 
tend. th tc jtrenothen our Graces, and us in the ma- 
vagement of em. Indeed this ſhould be rhe . 
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that we ſhould make of all rhe Offices of Chriſt, 
but let us at this time concern our ſelves about 
this ; let, I ſay, the poor Chriſtian thus expoſtu- 
late with himſelf. 

1, Is Chriſt Jeſus the Lord mine Advocate with 
the Father? J hen awake, my Faith, and ſhake 
thy ſelf like a Gyant : Stir up thy ſelf, and be not 
fairt ; Chriſt is the Advocate of his People, and 
as for Sin, which is one great ftumbie to thy act- 
ings, O my Faith, Chriſt has not only died for 
that as a Sacrifice, nor only carried his Sacrifice 
unto the Father jato the holieſt of all, but is there 
to manage that Offering as an Advocate, plead- 
ing the efficacy and worth thereof before God, 
zgainſt the Devil, for us. 

Thus, I ſay, we ſhould ſtrengthen onr Faith, 
for Faith has to do not only with the Word, but 
aiſo with the Offices of Chriſt. Beſides, conſide- 
ring how many the Aſſaults are that are made 
upon our Faith, we find all little encugh to ſup- 
port ir agaii.{t all the Wiles of the Devil. 

Chriſtians too little concern themſelves, as I 
have ſaid, with the Offices of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
therefore their knowiedge of him is fo little, and 
their Faith in him ſo weak, We are bid to have 
our Converſation in Heaven, and then a Man ſo 
hath, when he is there in his Spirit by Faith, ob- 
{erving how the Lord Jeſus doth exerciſe his Of- 
tices there for him: Let us often by Faith go to 
the Bar of God, there to hear our Advocate plead 
our Cauſe, we ſhould often have our Faith ro 
God's judgment ſear, becauſe we are concern'd 
there; there we are accus'd of the Devil, there 
we have our Crimes laid open, and there we have 
our Advocate to plead : And this is ſuggeſted in 

| e 


* 
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the Text, for it ſaith, L have an Advocate wit! 
the Father; therefore thither our Faith ſhould go 
for help and relief in the day of our ſtraits. I ſay 
we ſhould have our Faith to GOD's,Judgment- 
ſear, and ſhew it there by the Glaſs of our Text 
what Satan is doing againſt, and the Lord Jeſus 
"of our Souls: We ſhould alſo ſhew it how the 

ord Jeſus carries away every Cauſe from the 
Devil, and from before the ſudgment:ſeat, to rhe 
comfort of the Children, the joy of Angels, and 
the ſhame of the Enemy. This would ſtrengthen 
and ſupport our Faith indeed, and would make 
us more able than for the moſt part we are, 6 
apply the Grace of God to ourieives,and hereafter 
to give more ſtrong Repulles to Saran, 'Tis ecahe 
with a Man, when he knows that his Advocate 
has overthrown his Enemy at the Kings-benc/: 
Bar, or Court of Common Pleas, leſs to tear him the 
next time he ſees him, and more boldly ro anſwer 
him when he reneweth h.s Threats again, Let 
Faith then be ſtrengthned from its being exercis'd 
about the Ad vocateſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, 

2. As we ſhould make ule of Chriſt's Adtocade- 
hip for ſtrengthning our Faith, to we ſhould allo 
make uſe thereof to encourage us to Prayer. As 
our Faith is, ſo is our Prayer, to wit, cold, vwcak, 
and doubtful. When Faith cannot apprehend out 
acceſs to the Father by Chriſt.or that we have an 
Advocate, when charg'd before GOD for our Sins 
by the Devil, then we lag and faint in our Prayer; 
but when we begin to take courage to believe, 
(and we do ſo when moſt clearly we apprehend 
Chriſt)rhen we get up in Prayer: And according 
as a Man apprehends Chriſt in his Undertakings 
* Offices, ſo he will wreſtle with and ſupplicate 
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God. As, ſuppoſe a Man believes Chriſt died for 


his Sins, why then he'll pleas! that in Prayer with 
God. Suppole alſo that a Man underſtands thar 
Chriſt roſe again for hu Fuſtification, Why then 
he'll alſo plead that in Prayer; but if he knows 
% more, no farther will he go. Bur when he ſhall 
know that there is alſo for him an Advocate with 
the Father, and that that Advocate is Jeſus Chriſt; 
and when thę Glory of this Office of Chriſt ſhall 
ſuine in the Face of this Man's Som, then he prays 
with that Courage he had nor before, yea, then is 
his Faith ſo ſi pported and ftrengthen'd, that his 
Prayer is much mare fervent and importuning. 

So thar, I ſay, the Knowledge of the Advocate- 
ſ-ipof Chriſt is very uſeful ro ſtrengthen our Gra- 
ces, and as of Graces in general, ſo of Faith and 
Prayer in particular, Whercfore our Wiſdom is 
{ro improve this Doctrine, that Prayer may be 
ſtrengchned thereby. 

3. As we ſhould make uſe of chis Doctrine ro 
ſtrengtben Faith and Praver, ſo we ſpou!d make 
uſe Cf it 10 keep us humble 5 for the more Offices 
Chrift exccvterh for us with the Father, the grea- 
ter ſign that we are bad; and the more we fee our 
badneſs, the more humble (ſhould we be. Chrift 
gare for us the Price of Blood, but that is not all. 
Chriſt as a Captain has conquer'd Death and the 
Grave for us, but that is not all. Chriſt as a Prieſt 
intercedes for us in Heaven, but that is not all; 
Sin is ſtill in us, with us, and mixes it ſelf with 
whatever we do, whether what we do be religi- 
gious or civil; for not only our Prayers and Ser- 
mons, our Hearing, Preaching, Sc. but our Hou- 
les, Shops, Trades, and Beds are all polluted with 
Sin; nor doth the Devil (our Night and oy Ad- 

verlary) 
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verſary) forbear to tell our bad Deeds to our Fa- Ito th 
ther, urging, that we might for ever be diſinherited (erten 
for this. And what ſhould we now do, if we had 
not an A4vocate, yea, if we had not one to plead 
in Forma Pauperis, yea, if we had not one tha 
could prevail, and that would faithfully execute 
that Ofice for us? Why, we muſt die; but fincef 
we are reſcued by him, let us, as to our ſelves, lay Cheri 
our Hand upon our Mouth, and be ſilent, and ſay, ic 
Not uto us, © Lord, not unte us, but unto thy Name brit 
give Glory, And I ſay again, ſince the Lord Jeſus 
runs thro fo many Offices for us, before he can br M 
bring us to Gory, how low, how little, how vie 


e, 
and baſe in our own Eyes ſhould we be! here 
"Tis a thame for a Chriftian to think highly ofÞ,4;, 


himſelf, ſince Chriſt is fain ro do ſo much for him, I 
and he again not ar all able ro make him amends;ÞF . 
bur ſome, whoſe Riches conſiſt in nothing but ine dꝗ 
Scabs and Lice, will yet have lofty Looks. Ur 

But are they not much to blame who fir lifring 
up of loft) Eyes in the Houle, and yet know nõti 
how to turn their Hand to do any thing fo, but! 
that another, their betters, muſt come and mend Le 
their Work? | fay, Is it not fitter that ſuch ſhould. ., 
look, ſpeak, and act as ſuch, that declare a ſenſe 
of their Vnhandineſi, and their ſhame for their 4%; 
Unprofitableneſs? y ea, is it not meet that to every} D. 
one they ſhould confeſs what /orry ones they are? 
I'm ſure it ſhould be thus with CH iſt i ans, and God 
is angry when ris otherwiſe. Nor doth it become 
theſe helpleſs ones to lift up themſelves, let Chriſt ; 
Advocateſhip therefore teach 'em to be humble. 

4. As we ſhould improve this Doctrine to 
ſtrengthen Faith, ro encourage Prayer, and keep... e 
us humble, ſo we ſhould make uſe of it to encou- 

rage 
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rage Perſeverance ; that is, to hold on, to hold out 
a- to the end; for, for all thoſe Caules the Apoſtle 
ed ¶ſetteth Chriſt before us as an Advocate. There is 
hothing more diſcourages the truly Godly than 
the ſenſe of their own Infirmiries, (as has been 
zinted all-along) conſequently nothing can more 
encourage 'em to go on, than to think that Chriſt 
is an Advocate for em. Ihe Services alſo that 
lay Thriſt has for us to do in this World are full of 
ay, Piffculty, and ſo apt ro diſcourage : But when a 
ne Khriftian ſhall come ro underſtand that (if we do 
ſus hat we can) 'tis not a Failing either in Matter 
cal br Manner that thall render it wholly unſervicea- 
ie ple, or give the Devil that Advantage as to plead 

hereby to prevail for our Condemnation and Re- 
or hection, but that Chrift, by being our Advocate, 
im, ſaves us from falling ſhort, as allo from the Rage 
f Hell : This will encourage us to hold on, tho? 
ve do but He in all our goings,and fumble in all 
ur dings; far we have Chriſt for an Advocate 
In cale we tin in the management of any Duty: 
f any Man fin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 


oy ber, Jeſus Chriſt the Rip! tecus. 
A Let us therefore go cn in al] God's Ways as well | 
Ut | 


we can for our Hearts, and when our Feet ſhips | 
eule ſer us tell God of it, and bus Mercy in Chriſt ſhall || 
o'd us up, Plal. 84. 18. 


cr TL A 

OL Darkneſs, and to be ſhut up in Priſon, is alſo a 1 

2 Fear Diſcouragement to us, but our Advocate is | [ 
: 


rpiving us Light, and for ferching us our of our 
Oe % . True, he that Feſeph choſe to be his Ad- 
iſt ¶ccate to Pharaoh remembred not Joſeph, but fer- | 
at him, Gen. 40. 14, 23. but he that has Jeſus }! 

drift to be his Advocate (hall be remember'd be- 
re God : He remembòber'd us in our low eſtate, for | 
his 
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his Mercy endureth for ever, Mic. 7. 8, 9, 10, P/alſ{hat 
136. 23. Yea, he will ſay to the Priſoners, ſben ea“ 
your ſelves, and to them that are in the Priſonmade 
houſe, Gs ferrh. Nhe. 
Satan ſometimes gets the Saints into the Priſom ivo 
when he has taken em Captive by their Luſtshe V 
Rom. 7. 23. but they ſhall not be always there $n E- 
and this ſhould encourage us to go on in god L. 
ways, for we muſt throꝰ many Tribulations enteſſe F. 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 1 qu. 
Obj. But 1 cannet pray, ſays one, therefore hen C/ 
ſhould I perſevere 2 N hen I poto Prayer, inſtead oficad 
praying, my Mouth is ſtopt ; Nhat would you hauggeach 
me do ? | O ple 
Well, Soul, tho' Satan may baffle thee, he canÞ:ud G 
not ſo ſerve thy Advocate; if thou muſt not ſpeahands 
for thy ſeif, Chriſt thine Advocate can ſpeak forp ar. 
thee. Lemuel was to (pen his mouth fer the Dumb ands 
ro wit, for the Sons of Deſtrutticn, and to plead ti d 
Cauſe of the pocr and needy, Prov. 31.8, 9. If we're 
knew the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo as tied h. 
Word reveals it, we would believe, we eue 
hope, and would, norwithſtanding all Diſcourage his 
mente, wait for the $:/vation of the Lord, But ther'cry 
are many things that hinder, wherefore Faith, Pede F 
ſeverance, and Prayer are made difficult things An 
us: But if any in, we have an Advocate wu this 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous. And, G 1. ( 
ſhall fig bt for you, 1nd you ſhall hold your peace, wiſf Wi! 
once a good Word to me, when I could nor pred 
5. As we ſhauld apply this Doctrin for the ige d. 
provement and encouragement of theſe Gracescac! « 
we ſhould improve it ro the driving away Dil 2. It 
culties before us, to the getting ground upon Heads 
Enemy : Reſiſt rhe Devil, drive him back, the; 
wi 
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c hat the Lord Jeſus is an Advocate with God in 
Heaven for, and for the ſake of Which thou arr 
n. nade a Believer on Earth, 1 Pet. 5. 9. Heb. 12. 4. 
Nherefore has God put this Sword we have an 
oH vocate ] into thy hand, but to fight thy way thro? 
ene World ? Fight the good Fight of Faith, lay hold 
e hn Eterna! Life, and ſay, I will go in the ſtrength of 
ae Lord God: And fince I have an Advocate with 
meſſe Father, Feſus Chriſt, I will not deſpair, tho" the 
quit of my heels ſhould compaſs me about ,PC.49. 5. 
hl 5. iin Doth Jeſus Chriſt ſtand up t 
lead for us with God, againſt the Devil? Ler i i 
\yggeach us to ſtand up ro plead for him before Men, 
o plead for him againſt the Enemies of his Perſon 
can And Goſpel ; this is bur reaſonable, for if Chriſt 
ea ands up to plead for us, why ſhould not we ger 
faſp and plead for him? He alſo expects this at our 
nb ands, laying, Nh will riſe up fer me againſt the 
tri! doers 3 No will rand up for me azainſt the 
C wwe "_ ers of Iniquity ? The Apeittic did it, and coun- 
« thee 1 mſelf obiig'd to do it, laying, He preach} d the 
Cue“ of God with much c: ntention, 2 Theſ 2.2. Nor 
rage this the Duty of Apoſtles or Preachers only, bur 
cherer) Child of God ſhould earneftiy contend for 
„ Peſſte Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, Jude 3. 
gs And, as I ſaid, there is reaſon why we thould 
wit 4 : He ſtandeth for us: And if we, 
. Coriider the Diſparity of Perſons to plead, 


7 


dal. tad * ih 60 d. we n and up ro P. e: ad w :rh Men. 
ze IIb dread of God is grear, yea, greater than the 
ces ead of Men. 

DF 2. If we contider the Perſons pleaded for: He 
on ileads for Sinners, for the inconſiderable, vile and 


thüßßle ; we plead tor Jeſus, for che great, holy, and 


— * 
— — 


wit will ſeem far more reaſonable. He ſtands up to 
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honourable, *Tis an Honour for the Poor to and 
up for the great and mighty, but what Honour j 
it for the great to plead for the baſe > Reaſo 
therefore requireth that we ſtand up to plead fe 
him, rho” there can be but little render'd why he 
ſhould ſtand up to plead for us. a 

3. He ſtandeth up to plcad for us in the mo 
holy Place, tho' we are vile; and, Why ſhould w 
not ſtand up for him in this vile World, ſince ht 
is holy ? 


4. He pleads for us, tho' our Cauſe is ad, Wh 


ſhould not we plead for him, ſince his Caule | 
good ? | | 
5. He pleads for us againſt fallen Angels, wh 
ſhould we not plead for him againſt ſinful Vani 
ties? 
6. He pleads for us to ſave our Souls, wh 
ſhould not we plead for him, to ſanctifie his Name 
7. He p'eads for us before the holy Angels, why 
ſhould not we plead for him before Princes? 
8. He is not aſham'd of us, tho' now in Hea 


ven, why ſhould we be aſham'd of him before thi. 


adulterous and ſinful Generation? 

9. He is unwearied in his pleading for us, wh! 
ſhould we faint and be diſmay'd while we picad 
for him ? 

My Brethren, is it not reaſonable we ſhould 


ſtand up for him in this World? Yea, is it nag?“ 


Reaſon that in all things we ſhould ſtudy his 
Exaltation here, ſince he in all things COntrives 
our Honour ard Glory in Heaven? A Child © 
God ſhould {t::dy in every of his. Relations t 
ſerve. the Lord Chriſt in this World, bccauk 


Chriſt, by the exccucion of every one of his Of 


ces, ſecks our Promotion hereafter, 


| 
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arid If cheſe be nor ſufficient Arguments to bow eus 
ao to yield up cur Members, our eines, Cur whole 
| fo} {elves to God, that we may be Servauts of Righ- 
y be teouſneſs unto him; yea, if by thele and fuch- 
Inke we are not made wii ing to ſtand up for him 
no before Men. tis a ſign that there's bur Jute, if 
any, of che Grace of God in our Hearts. 
> bd Yea, further, that we ſhou/{ have now, ar laſt, 
in reſerve, Chriſt as authoriz'd ro be our Advo- 
hn cate to plead for us, for this is the laſt of his Of- 
ſe il fices for us while we are here, and is to be put in 
practice for us when there are more than ordina- 
why ry Occations ; this is to help. as we lay, ar 4 dead 
ani t; even then when a Chriſtian is taken for a 
Caprive, or when he ſinks in the Mire where is 
no itanding, or when he 1s cloath'd with filthy 
Garments, or when the Devil doth defperately 
plead againit us our evil Deeds, or when by our 
Lives we have made our Salvation guctticuable, 
and hase forfeited our Evidences for Heaven: 
And why then thould not we have allo ih reſerve 
for Chriſt? And when Profeſſion and Confefſion will 
not do, when loſs of Goods and a Vin will not do, 


lerve, and as that which will do, to wit, willing- 
ould Uto lay down our Lives for his Name, J. 24.15. 
nod F. 21. 19. and fince he doth his part without 
- bi grudging for us, let us do ours with rejoycing 
fur him. 
1 off Se 6. Sixthly, Doth Jeſus Chriſt ſtand up to 
by. plead for us, and that of his meer Grace and Love? 
wo hem this ſhould teach Chriſtians to be watchful and 
Or how they fin againſt God. This Inference 

lecms to run retrograde, but wheoſo duly conſi- 


H ders 


* 


2 — 
— —0. . nn * 
1 * wa. , 


— —_— 
— — — — — 


—— _— — 


then to bring it in, then ro bring it in as the Re- 
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ders it, will find it fairly ferch'd from the Premi. 
ſes. Chriſtianity reaches Ingenuity and-aprneſs to 
be ſenſible of Kindnefles, and doth inſtruct us to 
4 lothneſs to be over-hard upon him from whom 
we have ail a free-coſt. Shall we fin that Grace 
may abound ? God forbid. Shall we do evil that good 
may com? ? God forbid, Shall we ſin becauſe we are 


net under the Lam, but under Grace? God forbid, | 


i. 6. 1, 2, 15; 


It is the moſt diſingenuous thing in the World 


not to care how chargeable we are to that Friend 
that beſtows all upon us grate, When Me phi bo- 


fe-eth had an Opportunity to be yet more charge- A= 


able to David, he would nor, becauſe he ventur'd 
his Life and his All, 2 Sam. 19. 24, ro 28, Alſo 
Chriſt's Care is as much for his Houſhold, yer he 
has neither Fee nor Income for it; ner doth he de- 
fire ought of us, but to accept of his free doing 
for us thankfully ; wherefore let us put bim up- 
on this Work as little as may be, and by ſo doing 
we ſhall ſhew our ſelves Chriſtians of the right 


Make and Stamp. We count him but a Fellow 


of a very groſs Spirit that will therefore be la— 
viſting of what 1s his Friend's, becauſe 'tis pre- 
par'd of meer Kindneſs for him; Eſau himſelf 
was loth to do this, and ſhall Chriſtians be du— 
11genuous F 

dare ſay, if Chriſtians were ſober, watchful, 
and of a more ſelf. deny ing temper, they need not 
put the Lord Jeſus to that ro which for the want 


of the ſe things they do ſo often put him. I know 
he is not unwilling to ſerve us, but I know allo 
that the love of Chriſt ſhould conſtrain us to Jive 
not to our ſelves, but to him that /oved ws, that died 


for 
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for us, and roſe again, 2 Cor, 5, 14. We ſhall do 
that which is naught too much, even then when 
we watch and take care what we can to prevent 
ir. Our Fleſh, when we do our utmoſt diligence 
to re fiſt ir, will defile both us and our beſt Per- 
formances ; we need not lay the Reins on its 


Neck, and ſay, what care we? the more Sin the 


more Grace, and the more we ſhall ſee rhe Kind- 
neſs of Chriſt, and What vertue there is in his 
Advocate's Office to ſave us. Beſides, as nothing 
ſo ſwayeth with us as Love, ſo there is nothing 
ſo well pleaſing to God as it: Let a Man love, 
„tho' he has Opportunity to do nothing, 'tis accep- 
ted by the God of Heaven : But where there is 
no Love, let a Man do what he will, tis not at all re- 
garded, 1 Cor. 13. 1, 2, 3. Nov to be careleſs and 
negligent, and that from a ſuppoſed vnderſtandin 
of the Grace of Chriſt in the exercile of his Ad- 
vocateſhiptor us in Heaven, is a clear fien as can 
be, that in thy Heart theie is no Love to Chriſt, 
and that conſequently thou art a juſt Nothing, 
inſtead of being a Chriſtian, | 
Talk then whar thou wilr, and profeſs never 
ſo largely, Chriſt is no Advocate of thine, nor ſhalt 
thou, chou ſo continuing, be ever the better fer 
any of thoſe Pleas that Chriſt ar God's Bar puts 
in againit the Devil, for his People. | 
Chriſtians, Chriſt Jeſs is not unwilling to lay 
our himſelf for you in Heaven, nor to be an Ad- 
vocate tor you in the preſence of his Father; but 
fer he is unwilling that you ſhoutd render him 
evil for good; | ſay, that vou ſhauld do ic by your 
remiſſneſs and carclctnels, for want of ſuch a 
thinking of Things as may affect your. Hearts 
| 1-2 there- 
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| therewith. * I would be more comely in you, 
| would pleaſe him better, would better agree with 
| your Profetiion, and alſo better would prove you 
gracious, to be ſound in the Performance of theſe 
Concluſions. How ſhal they that are dead to Sin J ha 
live any longer therein? If ye beriſen with Chriſt, 26 
ſeek thoſe things that are above, where Chriſt ſits. at 
the right hand of God : fer ye are dead, and your life 
hid with Chriſt in God. Mortih therefore your Mem- 
bers, which are upon the Earth, Fornication, Un- 
cleanneſs, inordinate Affection, evil Concupiſcence, 
and Covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry, for which things 
fake the Wrath of God cometh upon the Children of IL 
Diſobteaience. | 5 

I fay, twould be more comely for Chriſtians F 
to lay, We will not tin, becauſe God will pardon ; 
We will not commit Iniquity, cauſe Chrift will 
Advocate for us: 1 write unto you, that you fin not, & 
tho' if any man ſins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Why, the Brute will conclude, I will not 
Ao fo, becauſe iny Maſter will beat me; I will } ma 
do thus, for then my Maiter will love me: And 
Chriftiavs ſhould bz above Men, brutith Men. 

And for a Concluſion, as to this, let me pre- the 


Q. 
mn 
td 
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ſent you with three Confiderarions. caf 

1. Know, that it is the nature of Grace to draw the 
holy Arguments to move to goodneſs of Life, from | are 
the Love and Goodneſs of God, but not thence to be _ 


remiſs, . 80 
2. Know therefore, that they have no Grace | 

that fiud not theſe Effects of the Diſcoveries of hde 

the Love and Goadneſs of God. 

„ 3. Know allo, that among all the {warms of bef 


Profeſſors chat from Age to Age make proce a 
| 0 


+ of the Name of Chriſt, they only muft dwell 
» } With him in Heaven char do pare from Iniquity, 
e 2 Tim. 2. 19. and ſuch only are ſanctified as he 
„ hath 3 to himſelf, by Faith in him, 4&s 
7126. 18. 

, Seventhly, Is it ſo? Is Jeſus Chriſt an Ad- 

fe Nvocate with the Father for us? Then this ſhould 


„ | encourage ſtrong Chriſtians to tell the weak ones, 
„ | where, when they are in their Temprations and 
„Fears through Sin, they may have one to plead 


of d thus we ſhould do one to another. Mark, he 
ellech the weak of an Advocate, My little Chil- 
ns aden, Iwrite unto you, Sec. 
n; Chriſtians, when they would comfort their 
„in dejected Brethren talk too much at rowers, or in 
or, | generals : They ſhould be more at the Mark, A 
he | ord ſpoken in ſeaſon, how good is it? I ſay, 
or | Chriſtians ſhould obſerve and enquire, that they 
vin may obſerve the cauſe or ground of their Bro- 
nd thers Trouble: and having firſt taken Notice of 
that, in the next place conſider under which of 
re. the Offices of Jeſus Chriſt this Sin or Trouble has 
caſt this Man; and fo labour to apply Chriſt, 
aw | the Word of the Goſpel ro him. Sometimes we 
om | are bid to conſider him as an Apoſtle and High- 


be | Prieſt, and ſometimes as a Fore-runner and an 


Advocate. And he has, as was ſaid afore, theſe 
ace | divers Offices with others that we by the Con- 
« of | eration of him might be relieved under our 


manifold Temptations. This, as 1 faid, as I 


1 8 John teaches us here, as he doth a little 
tion 


their Cauſe. Thus the Apoltle doth by the Text; - 


of Teſus Chriſt. 149 


efore of his being a Sacrifice for us; for he | 
4 preſentech them that after Converſion ſhall ſin, 
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with Chriſt as an Advocate with the Father : As 
who ſhould lay, my Brethren, are you tempted, 
are you accuted, have you finned, has Satan 
prevailed againit you ? Re have an Advocate 
with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, . 

Ihus we ſhould do, and deliver our Brother 
from Death, there is nothing that Satan more 
deſires than to get good Men in his Siepe to ſift 
them as Wheat, that if poſſible he may leave 


them nothing but Br +4, no Grace, but the very 


husk and ſheil of Religion: And when a Chri- 


ſtian comes to know this, ſhould Chriſt as Advo-| 


cate be hid, what could bear him up ? Bur let him 
now remember ard believe that we have an 
lvecate with tis Father, Jeſus Chriſt tie 
revbteeus, and he forthwith cunceiverh Com- 
fort. For an Adv:cate is to plead for me ac- 
cording as has been ſhew'd afore, that I may 
be deliyered from the Wrath and Accuſation 
of my Adverſery, and ſtill be kept fate under 
Grace, 

Further, by telling of my Brother that he 
hath an Advocate, 1 pur tbings into his Mind 
that he has nor known, or do bring them into 
Remembrance which he has forgot: Lo wit, 
that tho? he hath tinned he ſhall be faved, in 
a way of Juſtice. For an Advccate is to plead 
juſtice and Law, and Chriſt is to plead theſe for 
a Saint that has ſinned: Vea, fo to picad them 
that he may be faved : This being to, he is made 
te perceive that by Law, he muſt have his ons 
forgiven him: Thar by Juſtice he muſt be juſtr 
fied, For Chriſt as ar: Advocate pleadeth for 
ſuſtice, Juſtice to himſelf, and this Saint 8 ol 
; | aim 


As 
d, 

* 
an 
ite 


Sins Which they have committed. 


of Teſus Chriſt. 15 I 
himſelf, a Member.of his Body, of his Fleſh and 


of his Bones. 


1 


Nor has Satan ſo good a Right to plead Ju- 
ſtice againſt us, tho“ we have ſinn'd, that we might 
be damned, as Chriſt has to plead it, tho' we have 
finned, that we might be ſaved. For Sin cannot 


cry ſo loud to Juſtice, as can the Blood of Chriſt: 


And he pleads his Biood as Advocate, by which 
he has anſwered the Law, wherefore the Law 


having nothing ro object, muſt needs acquit the 


Man for whom the Lord Jeſus pleads, I con- 


| ciude this with that of the Pſalmiſt, Surely his 
| Salvation is nigh them that fear him, that Glory 
' may dwell in our Land. Mercy and Truth are met 


together, Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each 
other. Truth ſhall ſpring out of the Earth, and 


' Righteouſneſs ſhall look down from Heaven: Tea, 


the Lord ſhall give that which is good, and our 
Land ſhall yield her Encreaſe. Righteouſneſs ſhall 
go before him, and ſhall lead us the Way of bi 
Steps, | : 

e 8. Eighthly, Bur what is all this to you 
that are not concerned in this Privilege > The 
Children jndecd have the Advantage of an Ad. 
vocate, but hat is this to them that have none to 
plead their Cauſe ? Jer. 30. 12, 13. They are, as 
we ſay, left to the wide World, or to be ground 
to Powder berwcen the Juſtice of God and the 
This is the 
Man that none but the Devil ſeeks after, that is 
purſued by the Law, and Sin, ard Death, and 
has none to p'ead his Cauſe. *Tis ſad te confj- 
der the plight that ſuch an one is in. His Accuſer 
15 appointed, yea, order'd to bring in a Charge 


againſt, 


3 „ — -—_—— 
K — — - 


”. 


ſhall clap their Hands at him, and ſhall hiſs him 
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againſt him [lee Satan ſtand at his right Hand ] 0 
P/. 109. 6, 7. in the Place where Accuſers ſtand, * 
And when he ſhall be judg'd, let him be condemy' „ th 
let there be none to pleaa for hu Deliverance. If 1 
he cries or offereth to cry out for Mercy or For- obey 
giveneſs [Let hx Prayer become Sin. ] This is the 2 
Portion of a wicked Man: Terrors tale hold on x 
him as HM ters, a Tempeſt ſtealeth him away in the | 


Night, the Eaſt Wind carrieth him away, and 
he departeth, and as a Storm hurleth him out of 
hy Place: For God ſhall caſt upon him, and not 
ſpare ; he would fain flee out of hu Hand, Men 


out , by Place, Job 27. 20, 21, 22, 23. And 
what ſhall this Man do? Can he withſtand the 
Charge, the Accuſation, the Sentence, and Con- 
demnation? No, he has none to plead his 
Cauſe. I remember that ſomewhere I have read, 
as I think, concerning one, who when he was 
carrying upon Mens Shoulders ro the Grave, 
cried our as he lay upon the Bier, I am accuſed 
before the fuji Fudgment of God; and a while 
after, I am condemned before the juſt Fudgment of 
God. Nor was this Man but ftrict as to the Re- 
ligion that was then on foot in the World, but 
all the Religion of the World amounts to no 
more than nothing, (I mean as to Eternal Sa/- 
vation) if Men be deny'd an Advecate to plead 
their Cauſe with God. Nor can any Advocate, 
ſave Feſu: Chrift the righteow, avail any thing 
at all, becauſe there is none appointed but him 
ro dat Work, and therefore not to be admitted 
to enter a Plea for their Client at the Bar of 
God, 


Obj. 


on 
e 


1 
5 } 


it on us? I ſay, What Benefit have we thereby? 


of Jeſus Trift. 157 
Obj. But ſome may ſay, there 1 God's Grace, 


15 | che Promiſe, Chriſt's Blood, and hn ſecond Part 
|| of Prieſt hood now in Heaven: Can none of theſe 


ſeverally, nor all of them jointly ſave a Man 
from Hell, unleſs Chrift alſo becomes our Advo- 


rate? 
Anſwer : All theſe, his Advocate's Office not 


Jecke are few enough, and little enough to 


ſave the Saints from Hell; for the Righteous ſhall 


| ſcarcely be ſaved, 1 Pet. 4. 18. There muſt then 


be the Promiſe, God's Grace, Chriſt's Blood, 
and him to advocate too, or we cannot be ſaved. 
What's the Promiſe withour God's Grace, and 
What's that Grace without a Promiſe ro beſtow 


Beſides, if the Promiſe and God's Grace, with- 
our Chriſt's Blood, would have ſaved us, where- 
fore then did Chrift die? Yea, and again I ſay, 
if all theſe, without his being an Advocate for us, 
would have deliver'd us from all thoſe Diſad- 
vantages that our Sins and Infirmities would 
bring us ro, and into ; ſurely in vain and to no 
purpoſe was Jeſus made an Advocate. But, Soul, 
there is need of all, and therefore be not thou 
offended that the Lord Jeſus is of the Father 
made ſo much to his, but rather admire and 
wonder that the Father and the Son ſhould be fo 
concern'd with fo ſorry a lump ct Duſt and Aſhes 
as thou art. And I ſay again, be confounded ro 
think that Sin fhould be a thing ſo horrible, of 
Power to pollute, to captivate and detain us from 
God, that without all this ado (TI would ſpeak 


Jak Reverence of God and his Wiſdom) we 


cannot be deliver'd from the Everlaſting De- 


ſt ruction 


| 
| 
| 
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ſtruction that it hath brought upon the Children 
of Men. | 
Bur I ſay, what is this to them that are not ad- 
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mitted to a Privilege in the Advocate-Office of 


Chrift > Whether he is an Adwcate or no, the 
Caſe ro them is the ſame. True, Chriſt as a' 
Saviour is not divided: He that hath him not in 
all, ſhall have him in none at all of his Offices in 
in a ſaving manner. Therefore he for whom he 


is not an Advocate, he is nothing, as to eternal 


Life. | 
Indeed Chriſt by ſome of his Offices is con- 


_ cerned for the Elect, before by ſome of them he 
is. But ſuch ſhall have rhe Bleiſing of them all] 


before the” come to Glory. Nor hath a Man 
ground ro ſay, Chriſt is here or there mine, be- 
fore he hath ground to ſay, he alſo is mine Ad- 


vocate ; tho' that Office of his, as has been al- 


ready ihewed, ſtands in the laſt place, and comes 


in as a Reſerve. But can any imagine that Chriſt | 
will pray for them as Prieſt, for whum he will 


not plead as Advocate ? Or thar he will ſpeak for 
them to God, for whom he will not picad againſt 
the Devi? No, no, they are his own that he lo- 
verh ro the end, o/. 13, to the end of their Lives, 
ro the end of their Sins, ro the end of their Tem- 
ptations, to the end of their F-ars and cf the 
exerciſe of the Rage and Malice of Satan againit 
To the end may allo be underſtood, even 


until he had given them the Profit and Benet of 
all his Offices in their due cxcrcile and adinin- 
ſtrarion : Bur, I ſay, what is all this ro them rthar 
have him not for their Advocate? | 

You may remember that I have already told 
you 


of Jeſus Chriſt. 


you that there are ſeveral who have not the Lord 
eſus for their Advocate, to wir, thoſe that are 


Kill in their Sins purſuing of their Luſts, thoſe 


chat ate aſham'd of him before Men, and thoſe 
at are never otherwiſe but luke warm in their 
Profeſon : And let us now, for a Concluſion, 
make further enquiry inte this matter. 
Is it likely that thoſe ſhould have the Lord je- 


ſus for their Advocate to plead their Cauſe, who 


deſpiſe and reject his Perſon, his Word and Ways? 
Or thoſe either who are ſo far off from ſence of 
and ſhame for Sin, that it is the only thing they 
hug and embrace? True, he pleadeth the Cauſe 


of his People, both with the Father and againſt - 


the Devil, and all the World beſides ; bur open 
Prophanennefs, Shame of good, and without heart 
- warmrh in Religion, are no Characters of his 
cop'e, | 

enen to think that Chriſt is an Ad- 
vocare for, or that he pleaderh the Cauſe of ſuch, 
who in the ſelf-ſame hour, and before his Ene- 
mies, are throwing Dirt in his Face, by their pro- 
phane Mourhs and unſanctified Lives and Con- 
verſations. 


If he pleads as an Alvocate for any, he muft 


» fpicad againſt Satan for em, and ſo conſequently 


mult have ſome ſpecial boztom to ground his Plea 
upon ; 1 ſay, a bottom better than that upon which 


the carnal man ſtands ; which bottom is either 


ſome ſpecial relation that this man ſtands in to 
20d, or ſome ſpecial Law he hath Pri vilege by, 
bat he may have ſo...c ground for an Appeal, if 
need be, ro the Juſtice aud Righteouſneſs of 
od: But none of theſe things belong to them 


that 
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the knows it not; 


that are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. They ſtand 
in no ſpecial relation to God ; they are not privi 


leged by the Law of Grace. 1 
Obj. But doth not Chriſt a: Advocate plead fe | 
bis Blet, tho' not called as yet ? 241 


Anſw. He died for all his Elect, he prayeth f. 
all his Elect as a Prieſt; but as an Advccate ! : 
pleaderh only for the Children, the Cad on: . 
Satan objccteth not againſt God's Election, f. 
but he Objecteth againſt 
called, to wit, N hether he be truly godly or 0, 
Job 1. 9, 10. Tech. 3. OT, Il Het her they o bt m 
to die for their T: anſ7refſions. And for theſe thin, 
he has ſomc colour to frame an Accuſation again! 
us, (and row tis time enough for Chriſt to ſtand 


up ro piead) | lay, for theſe things he has {ome 


colour ro frame a Piea againſt us, for there is S 
and a Law of Works, and a Judge too that wy 
nor reſpect of Perſons, Now to overthrow tis 
Plea of Satan is Jeſus Chriſt cur Adbocite; yes, 
to overthrow it by pleading Law anc Juftice, anq 
this muit be done with reſpect to the Chiſaret 
only: My little Children, I write unto bu, that v 
fin not: Aud if any Man fin, we have an Avoca: 
with the Fatner, Sri the righteous. 
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